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All posts -2016 

Nova Scotia Forest Notes is a blog/website maintained by David Patriquin (Prof of Biology, Dalhousie 
University, retired 2008) beginning on June 21, 2016 to an as yet (Dec 27, 2019) undetermined date. 

The initial tagline was A quest to understandforests andforestry in the province of Nova Scotia, Canada, 
changing on Dec 13, 2019 to Can we manage our forests to benefit aR Nova Scotians and all species?, reflecting 
some shift in emphasis. 

Some big changes occurred in forestry in Nova Scotia over the period June 21, 2016 up to the end of 2019 and 
2019 saw a major shift public concern from simply “too much clearcutting” to a broader concern about 
biodiversity losses and climate warming. 

The blog and other pages on the website provide some record of the events and perspectives related to forests and 
forestry over that period. I have started archiving the site in PDFs which I am posting on arhive.org. 

The blog posts were intended “to serve as a record of events, news and opinions on the subject of forests and 
forestry in Nova Scotia, with some commentary, as they unfold, beginning on June 21, 2016. Undoubtedly some 
newsworthy items have been missed.” 

Below is a list of titles of the one-hundred-&-four blog posts for the period June 21, 2016 to Dec 31, 2016. 

The links are to the posts on the current website, not to the section of this PDF where they are located. A PDF of 
each post is attached below. To go to a particular post in this archive, copy the title into a search, or scroll down\ 

Many of these posts link to items in the Chronicle Herald, a Halifax-based newspaper. Unfortunately, when the 
Chronicle Herald moved their website to a new platform circa Sep 15, 2018, links that refer to articles in the 
Chronicle Herald before that date became non-functional appears the Chronicle Herald is not going to fix that 
issue. Of course, over time, probably many of the links will become non-functional regardless of where they are 
located. 

LIST OF BLOG POSTS FOR 2016 (The more recent at the top) 

Dec 29, 2016: How old are old Halifax oaks? 

Dec 29, 2016: Editorials and letters about forestry in Nova Scotia, continued 
Dec 23, 2016: LED Christmas lights are good for Christmas trees! 

Dec 22, 2016: From molecules and cells to trees, forests, and tall buildings made of wood 
Dec 20, 2016: Poll indicates strong support for restrictions on clearcutting in Nova Scotia 
Dec 20, 2016: Harvest Plan Map Viewer Updates now include list 

Dec 19, 2016: Now NS Mining Association blames Parks & Protected Areas for economic woes 
Dec 18, 2016: Low pulp prices hurting the forest economy 

Dec 17, 2016: AFR Editorial calls for more honesty about the condition of our forests 
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Dec 16, 2016: Feeling the heat: Forest Nova Scotia conducts survey 
Dec 13, 2016: What’s good for salmon is good for trees in Nova Scotia...and v. versa! 

Dec 11, 2016: A skeptical view of NSDNR’s Forest Management Planning Process 
Dec 5, 2016: Port Hawkesbury Paper proud of FSC certification audit 
Dec 4, 2016: “WoodsCamp brings logging into the 21st Century” 

Dec 3, 2016: Authors comment on Nova Scotia forestry 
Dec 3, 2016: A welcome change in NSDNR bureaucracy 
Nov.30, 2016: Former Keji Science Chair defends Crown land management 
Nov 29, 2016: Comment Period Expired 

Nov 26, 2016: Company managing 220 private woodlots in NS concerned about exports to USA 
Nov 26, 2016: Hefler Forest Products on the block 

Nov 24, 2016: Dale Prest: Open Up NS Cape & Trade to accommodate forest carbon capture 
Nov 23, 2016: Op-Ed asks “Does DNR employ science to direct harvest planning?” 

Nov 23, 2016: Pictou Landing First Nation member wins forestry award 
Nov 22, 2016: Intensive management needed on the few acres left... 

Nov 20, 2016: Petition seeks to Stop the Clear-Cutting Near Kejimikujik Park 
Nov 18, 2016: Cap and Trade could provide major incentive NOT to clearcut 
Nov 18, 2016: Clearcutting threatens Mattatal Lake 
Nov 14, 2016: Six Talks & Workshops coming up Nov 18-Dec 4, 2016 
Nov 14, 2016: Reassurance that our forest industry is valuable, diverse and sustainable 
Nov 14, 2016: Subcontractor charged for clearcutting on Crown land 
Nov 11, 2016: Mimicing natural disturbances and sustaining natural ecosystem 
structure and function in Nova Scotia 
Nov 10, 2016: Tree Marking - why not in Nova Scotia? 

Nov 9, 2016: The Nova Scotia Forest Nutrient Budget Model surfaces 
Nov 9, 2016: Feeling the Heat 

Nov 4, 2016: What lichens and lichenologists can and sometimes cannot tell us 
Nov 4, 2016: Council of Canadians asks: Is Biomass Energy Sustainable? 

Nov 3, 2016: More comments following “Show Us the Science” 

Nov 1, 2016: Sterling Belliveau uses FOIPOP to access data on clearcutting of crown 
land 

Nov 1, 2016: Anti-biomass petition tabled in Nova Scotia Legislature 
Oct 31, 2016: Show Us the Science: Crossland and Bancroft comment 
Oct 29, 2016: The debate warms up: Show us the Science 
Oct 28, 2016: Clearcuts in a Nature Reserve 
Oct 26, 2016: Keji area clearcut to proceed 
Oct 26, 2016: Low oil prices and downturn in the European market affect Scotia Atlantic Biomass debt payment 
Oct 24, 2016: How trees talk to each other 

Oct 24, 2016: A disturbing level of forest disturbance in the Highlands 
Oct 23, 2016: Connecting to Wapane’kati 

Oct 16, 2016: “Steep Slope Initiative” could threaten older forest stands 
Oct 16, 2016: Glorious Days of October in the “Backlands” 

Oct 14, 2016: Softwood lumber trade on the block again 

Oct 11, 2016: More options for the private woodlot owners - and our forests 
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Oct 10, 2016: Thanks - and no thanks - for grey skies on Thanksgiving Monday 
Oct 5, 2016: No more illegal logging on Crown Land 
Oct 5, 2016: Forest Soundscapes 

Oct 2, 2016: Nova Scotia Forests of the Anthropocene: More Youthful and Slender; Winners and Losers; Sunnier 
Soils Ahead 

Sep 29, 2016: The Western Crown Lands: A “Forest Tragedy” 

Sep 28, 2016: Working forest & trails go together 

Sep 25, 2016: Moncton conference features Non-Timber Forest Products 

Sep 24, 2016: Big bucks in forestry but not for room rental 

Sep 23, 2016: Climate change will be hard on balsam fir, black spruce 

Sep 17, 2016: Hines kicks off Forest Week in NS 

Sep 16, 2016: GPI group asks How Much is Our Forest Worth? 

Sep 16, 2016: Margaret Miller on Glyphosate: I am glad she is talking to Chief Gloade 
Sep 15, 2016: “Forest Bathing” in Nova Scotia 

Sep 15, 2016: Natural Resources Minister responds to Harold Alexander 
Sep 15, 2016: If ever we needed rain... 

Sep 12, 2016: In awe of mature forest in Nova Scotia 

Sep 11, 2016: Old Forest Conservation Science Conference Oct 19-21, 2016 

Sep 10, 2016: This a.m in the news: Defending clearcuts, Concerns about spraying, and More clearcuts near 
protected spaces 

Sep 10, 2016: CBC Information morning on Forestry Changes 

Sep 9, 2016: Digby area foresters look to Finland to address issues in NS forestry 

Sep 7, 2016: Feeling the heat 

Sep 3, 2016: Evaluation of Glyphosate get’s political in N.S... 

Sep 2, 2016: Progress Report did not highlight key priorities in NSDNR Business Plan 
Sep 2, 2016: Oldest known Pine Tree fossils are in NS! 

Sep 2, 2016: Evaluation of Glyphosate get’s political in N.B... 

Sep 2, 2016: Bruce Maclnnon on Clearcuts 

Sep 1, 2016: “No buyer for idle pellet plant in Middle Musquodoboit” 

Aug 31, 2016: Goal to reduce clear-cutting, whole-tree harvesting abandoned: author 

Aug 27, 2016: Dubious claim: forest harvests in Nova Scotia are aligned with nature-based requirements 

Aug 25, 2016: Woodland spraying on hold, for now 

Aug 25, 2016: Member of Steering Panel for Natural Resources Strategy questions government’s commitment 

Aug 22, 2016: Celebrating Yellow Birch 

Aug 20, 2016: Clearcut proposed near Keji 

Aug 20, 2016: EAC: Government kills key forestry commitments 

Aug 18, 2016: Spruce Budworm on cue 

Aug 17, 2016: The big weasel: NS Liberal version 

Aug 17, 2016: Ecologist’s perspective on the Keji-area fires 

Aug 17, 2016: Province issues Progress Report on the 2011-2020 Natural Resources Strategy 
Aug 16, 2016: Oh Dear, “Europe Aims to Close Loophole on Wood Energy” 

Aug 8, 2016: Forest Fire in Medway Communty Forest near Kejimkujik National Park 
Aug 7, 2016: Glyphosate battles 

Jul 27, 2016: All is well, apparently, with Forest Biomass & Forest Harvesting in NS 


nsforestnotes .ca/misc/all-posts-2016/ 


3/4 


12/27/2019 


All posts -2016 I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Jul 23, 2016: Lumber co. forced to burn logs for NS Power 
Jul 20, 2016: First step on a crooked path 

Jul 20, 2016: Adapting to climate change in Nova Scotia: Go boreal 
Jul 18, 2016: Intervale Travails 
Jul 17, 2016: Youngsters inspire 

Jul 9, 2016: Opinions- on resetting NS forest policy & protecting woodlands 

Jul 9, 2016: What is this hub? Who, exactly, is receiving the money? And why is Emera investing so heavily? 

Jul 7, 2016: Bio-based fuels from our forests? 

Jul 3, 2016: Forest-Lake links: pollen 

Jun 25, 2016: Open Forest Day June 25, 2016: a great event 

Jun 25, 2016: National Forestry Database: 88% of NS forest cuts in 2014 were clearcuts 

Jun 22, 2016: Globally endangered Boreal Felt Lichen set to decline 50% in 25 years despite conservation efforts 
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How old are old Halifax oaks? 

Posted on December 29, 2016 by admin 




Halifax hosts some magnificent red oaks, readily distinguished at a 
distance in winter by their distinctive gnarly profiles. When I see one cut 
down, I like to count the rings and have been surprised at the relatively 
young age of quite large trees. Several cut trees 2.5-3 ft wide (76-91 cm) I 
have looked at over past years were barely over or were under 100 years 
old. 


Yesterday I came across a recently cut 
oak that was 51 inches (129 cm) wide 
at its base, certainly amongst the biggest oaks around. Several counts of the 
rings on the stump indicated an age of 175 years plus a few years which I 
couldn’t count because the rings were obscured. The owner told me that the 
arborist who had cut it down estimated the age to be close to 200 years. 


That’s a bit younger than my record so far, 216+ years for a tree cut in 2012 
that was 47 inches (120 cm) diameter at about 3ft height; heartwood at the 
base was quite rotted. The owner of the tree I saw yesterday said it had a lot 
of dead branches, so it had to be cut. I suspect windy Nova Scotia is quite 
hard on red oaks, broken limbs opening the trees up to fungal infection, so 
they don’t approach the extreme ages reported for red oak, circa 500 years. 


Oak cut in Dec 2016 (above) and Sept 2012 
(below) 


I have more than a passing interest in old oaks related to fungal infections: 

for 4 of the last 5 years, I have found some big chicken-of the-woods mushrooms ( Laetiporus sulphuretus ) on old 
oaks. They are quite unmistakable, and a culinary delight. (The exceptional year with no sightings was 2016 when 
we had extreme drought.) 


I have seen two other large “polypore” mushrooms on old oaks in Halifax, but only once in each case: Hen of the 
Woods (Grifola frondosci ) and Berkeley’s polypore ( Bondarzewia berkeleyi). (View Pics) Both are, like Laetiporus 
sulphuretus, parasitic on oak and cause decay. Both are also edible but I haven’t yet sampled them. They are all 
quite striking in appearance and where they are quite prominent (as in the photo at left), I leave them for others to 
enjoy. 
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Chicken of the woods on old oak 
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Worry about exotic forest pests and climate 
warming prompts talk about fertilizing 
deficient soils, reducing clearcuts and 
Assisted Range Expansion 
September 28, 2018 
In "Acadian Forest" 


Danny George rings the alarm bell (again) on 
Loon Lake Nova Scotia clearcuts of Old 
Growth 

February 23, 2018 
In "Acadian Forest" 


Intervale Travails 
July 18, 2016 
In "Biophilia" 


This entry was posted in Natural History, Urban forest. Bookmark the permalink. 
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Editorials and letters about forestry in Nova Scotia, continued 

Posted on December 29, 2016 by admin 

The Christmas season hasn’t stalled the flow of editorials and letters about 
forestry practices in Nova Scotia. 

Journalist Emma Smith writing in the south shore LighthouseNow on The 
battle over Nova Scotia’s trees (Dec 21, 2016) comments: “The Christmas 
season is when many Nova Scotians get an up-close look at our forests, but 
the meticulously decorated trees spreading their aroma in warm living 
rooms betray a less picturesque reality. There’s a battle brewing over the 
management of the province’s forests.” 

She notes that “Even as we read headlines about clearcutting near Kejimkujik or worries from private woodlot 
owners about the impact of WestFor on the market, forestry can feel like one of those issues too big and 
complicated to really understand”. She cites at some length two scientists who have questioned the scientific basis 
of NSDNR claims that our forests are being managed sustainably. 

Forests are Stronger, according to the granddaughter of a lumber company founder writing in the Opinion section 
of the CH on Dec 24, 2016. “Pessimists in Nova Scotia are still in abundance, standing in front of every industry 
they perceive as not fitting their narrow vision for our resources, preaching the “No” in Nova Scotia. Meanwhile, I 
will strive every day to fight this attitude, here and as I travel outside the province. I will keep working with those I 
know are proud to make our forests more renewable, sustainable and usable.” 

In the same Opinion Section, a gentleman from Brule Pt. responds to an Op-ed of Dec 16 (N.S. public are 
recognizing forests are well managed), commenting that “Anger and frustration with government betrayal of the 
public will [around forestry] is growing.” 

It seems pretty likely the debate in the media will continue into the New Year. At this point, all three major 
political parties have had a hand in creating the current forestry practices and don’t seem overly keen to move the 
debate into the legislature. Or perhaps MLAs feel forestry is “one of those issues too big and complicated to really 
understand”. 
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March 4, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


Editorials and letters about forestry in Nova 
Scotia, continued..11 & 21 Feb,2017 
February 13, 2017 
In "Acadian Forest" 


Editorials and letters about forestry in Nova 
Scotia, continued..8Mar20i7 
March 8, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


This entry was posted in clearcuts, Letters&Editorials, NSDNR. Bookmark the permalink. 
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LED Christmas lights are good for Christmas trees! 

Posted on December 23, 2016 by admin 

Nova Scotia derives a lot of benefits from its Christmas tree industry, based almost 
entirely on the fragrant, dark green balsam fir with its distinctive, long flat needles. 

Lunenburg claims the title of The Balsam Fir Christmas Tree Capital of the World. 

About 1.3 million trees are produced in NS each year, 95% of them exported, mostly to 
the Americas, but also to Asia. “We have about 20,000 acres in production and about 
1,200 families involved in Christmas tree production,” according to Dalhousie 
University economist Dan Shaw ( CTV News). “We don’t have prime soil, so we’re 
looking for other ways to do agriculture, and a Christmas tree farm is one way to use that 
less quality land.” 

Research helps this industry, for example research on pests is key to opening up 
potential markets in Europe (CBC News). The only Christmas Tree Research Centre in the world is located on the 
Agriculture Campus of Dalhousie University in Truro. A recent article in modernfarmer.com highlights some of 
their research. They are developing a “SMART Balsam” through genetic selection (but not involving GMO 
technology). The tree would have more consistent desirable form, retain needles longer and have enhanced pest 
resistance compared to currently cultivated trees. 

I was intrigued by their unexpected discovery that LED lighting, red and 
white LED bulbs in particular, are better than other light sources in 
stimulating photosynthesis in the cut tree. The ongoing photosynthesis 
aids needle retention. 

Another less welcome discovery: breeding for longer needle retention 
resulted in less pest resistance, a disappointment, but says Director Raj 
Lada, they intend to keep trying and hope to see both traits in SMART 
balsam version 2.0! 

In the meantime, Maritimers will continue to enjoy the freshest Christmas trees around, inside and out. 

Merry Christmas folks. 
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From molecules and cells to trees, forests, and tall buildings made of wood 

Posted on December 22, 2016 by admin 

Of all of the existing and potential uses of forest products, use of wood in construction 
is seemingly the most compatible with using our forests and forest products to 
sequester carbon and building on the natural strengths of a species diverse, multi-aged 
Acadian forest. 

A multi-authored, just-off-the-press, open-access, peer reviewed paper on The wood 
from the trees: The use of timber in construction covers a wide range of topics 
related to the use of timber in construction. 

“This review article aims to provide a big-picture view of the environmental 
impacts of using timber in construction, and the choices that influence this. The 
novelty of this article is that it succinctly covers current knowledge and provides 
important insights at multiple scales across a range of disciplines, all of which contribute to the 
environmental impact of timber use: trees as a resource, wood cell biology and molecular structure, 
forestry and management practices, processing into products, modification for durability, design 
and engineering for full-scale applications, end-of-life considerations, and global use, trade and 
policies. Following this assessment, we also highlight directions for future research that will shape 
environmental outcomes for constructing with such natural materials.” 

One of the sponsors was the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada. 

The paper focusses on the European forests and forest industry and global markets, but most is relevant to Nova 
Scotia. At least I hope that we have not degraded our forests to the extent that we can no longer think of a 
revitalized Acadian forest and timber industry as an option for the future. 

View The wood from the trees: The use of timber in construction by Michael H. Ramagea et al. Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Reviews Volume 68, Part l, February 2017, Pages 333-359. 
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This entry was posted in Climate Change, Conservation, Ecosystem Services, Private Woodlots, Tree Harvests, Wood Construction. Bookmark the permalink. 
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Poll indicates strong support for restrictions on clearcutting in Nova Scotia 

Posted on December 20, 2016 by admin 

“The poll, conducted between May nth and May 30th [2016] by Corporate 
Research Associates for the Ecology Action Centre, found that 94% of respondents 
favoured either a ban on clearcutting (22% of all respondents), or regulations to 
restrict where clearcutting to can occur (72% of all respondents). Only 2% of 
respondents felt there should be no regulations to restrict clearcutting, favouring 
the status quo. Four percent had no opinion, didn’t know or suggested “other.” The 
poll had a sample size of 400 and is considered accurate to within 4.9 percentage 
points 95 times out of too. 

“There were no significant differences in responses from urban and rural 
residents. The results of this poll are consistent with other Nova Scotian public 
opinion surveys on forestry practices. 

“The same poll also found strong public opposition to the use of forest biomass for electricity generation within 
the province (64%) and near universal support for a total ban on exporting Nova Scotia forest biomass for use in 
foreign power plants (83%).” 

View EAC Press Release 

The Press Release includes links to the specific questions and the detailed results compiled by Corporate Research 
Associates. This is in contrast to Forest Nova Scotia’s reference to, but not showing details of a poll conducted by 
Corporate Research Associates which purportedly indicated a high degree of public confidence in the way forestry 
is conducted in Nova Scotia. 
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Harvest Plan Map Viewer Updates now include list 

Posted on December 20, 2016 by admin 

I received an Update for the Harvest Plan Map Viewer today and was 
pleased to see that map updates are now accompanied by a separate list of 
new additions. From the e-mail: 

As part of Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
ongoing commitment to transparency, public accountability and 
engagement on forest harvest plans, the Harvest Plan Map Viewer 
(HPMV) update notifications will now include a brief summary detailing the locations, size, and 
harvest type for all new proposed harvest areas being added. DNR continues to improve the HPMV 
and has decided to add this summary of updates based upon the public’s feedback. 



S 


The list has entries under these headings: County, Licence ID, DNR ID, Section, Area(Ha), Harvest Type, Review 
Days, Review Deadline 


The current notification lists data under those headings for each of 45 sections/18 DNR IDs distributed over 8 
counties. The total area of harvest is given at the end (652.4 ha) and the e-mail gives the date for the next update 
(Dec 29, 2016). 


Thanks, NSDNR. 
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Improvements to the Nova Scotia Harvest 
Plan Map Viewer announced Aug 2, 2017 
August 4, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


Nova Scotia Harvest Plan Map Viewer 
update lists now include "Prescription Type' 
July 30, 2017 
In "Acadian Forest" 


Nova Scotia Forestry Maps/L&F respond to 
concerns about South Mountain cuts & now 
L&F, not the licensee, address comments 
sent to the HPMV lMay20l9 
May 1, 2019 
In "Acadian Forest" 
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Now NS Mining Association blames Parks & Protected Areas for economic woes 

Posted on December 19, 2016 by admin 

The overwhelming abundance of Parks and Protected Areas in Nova Scotia, 12% of 
our land area, is frequently cited as the reason intensive forestry is required on the 
rest, at least the rest that can’t be negotiated with private owners at bargain 
basement prices. 

Now the mining industry has joined the chorus, claiming that “The [Parks and 
Protected Areas] Plan is potentially costing Nova Scotians approximately 291-356 
jobs by preventing mineral exploration and development in protected areas. The 
Plan is also costing Nova Scotians $i 6-$19.6 million per year in lost wages... ” View 
MANS docs. 

Private landowners still have the option of refusing to clearcut their land, but they 
don’t have a Go Away option when a mining concern comes knocking. 

In Nova Scotia, where the landowner does not willingly sell his or her land to a mining company who 
has obtained a lease to the mineral rights, the mining company can apply pursuant to the Mineral 
Resource Act seeking a vesting order to take title of the land from the landowner and place it in the 
mining company. At that point, the procedure becomes an expropriation triggering the Nova Scotia 
Expropriation Act and its compensation provisions. The lessee mining company becomes the 
expropriating authority: an interesting example of when expropriation can take place by a 
corporation rather than by the government directly. Source: pattersonlaw.ca, 2014 

The Parks and Protected Areas, however, remain out-of-bounds. It seems the mining concerns want it all. 

For more about some of our finest legislation and hard-pressed mining industry, see Corporate bullying: 
Expropriating for private purposes in Nova Scotia. A couple of updates: Approval of the Black Point Quarry 
Project (NSE Apr 26, 2016) and Gold mine hires 140 workers as it eyes ‘aggressive’ exploration - CBC Nov 13, 
2016 (“Three years ago, Atlantic Gold won a dispute with a family in the Moose River Gold Mines area that didn’t 
want to sell its land to make way for the project. The province eventually sided with the company and 
expropriated the land.”) 

Then view EGSPA, the commitment made by all political parties to make Nova Scotia “one of the most 
environmentally and economically sustainable places in the world by 2020”. We can hope they meant mean it. 

Thx to RPfor shining some light on the most recent threat to our Parks and Protected Areas. 
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Ground Zero: Mining companies (& others) 
want the "low hanging fruit” in Nova Scotia's 
Protected Areas 
November 7, 2017 
In "Conservation" 


MANS proposal to swap mines and protected 
area in Nova Scotia hardly dead in the water 
November 15, 2017 
In "Conservation" 


NSE issues clarification on Protected Areas 
target 

July 21, 2018 

In "Parks & Protected Areas" 
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Low pulp prices hurting the forest economy 

Posted on December 18, 2016 by admin 

Since July 2016, HC Haynes Nova Scotia Wood Prices have had this notice: 

NOTE: PULP INVENTORIES ARE EXTREMELY HIGH AT BOTH PULP 
MILLS. IT IS ADVISED TO AVOID HIGH % PULP STANDS AND MAKE 
LARGE PULP (3.5" TOP MIN.). FURTHER STOPPAGES IN DELIVERIES 
ARE A POSSIBILITY. 

Low softwood pulp prices are cited in Nov. 2016 issue of Atlantic Forestry Review as 
a factor contributing to the current wood glut in N.B. with a low gate price of about 
$38 per metric tonne (~$76/cord), while a “good market pulp price should be worth 
$50/t, $45 in an average market, and $40 in a poor market...At $38/tonne it hardly 
pays to cut and haul it.” (Report in Industry News and Views section by David 
Palmer). 

In the same issue, John MacDougall of the Federation of Nova Scotia Woodlot Owners comments: 

The importance of pulpwood in the forest product value chain should not be underestimated. Poor 
pulpwood markets remain a serious issue in Nova Scotia, and contractors and truckers are telling me 
they haven’t seen wood markets this bad for many, many years. The lack of a good pulpwood market 
makes the economics of forest improvement treatments, such as commercial thinnings and selection 
management, almost impossible. Mature spruce stands also have significant pulpwood content from 
tree tops and poorly formed trees, and without a decent low-grade wood market woodlot owners will 
continue to find it difficult to participate in the forest economy. The fall of pulpwood prices is also 
related to the drop in stud wood and log prices and the tighter specs for all forest products that we 
are currently experiencing. Our markets are very interconnected; with the Nova Scotia Power 
biomass plant and Scotia Atlantic Biomass no longer operating, this serious problem has become 
critical and needs to be addressed. 

I appreciate that none of this is likely to be news to forestry workers. 
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AFR Editorial calls for more honesty about the condition of our forests 

Posted on December 17, 2016 by admin 


In the November issue of Atlantic Forestry Review, editor David Lindsay 
muses about 

- old growth forests (“A jurisdiction that loses its old forests becomes an 
ecological North Korea”) & 

- the inconsistency between a private woodlot owner having to get a 
license to harvest a single deer on his own woodlot because DNR wants 
to manage the deer population, yet is able to “cut all timber (save for a 
strip along the brook and a few symbolic “wildlife clumps”) and remove 
all vegetative matter from the harvested area, regardless of slope or soil 
conditions or the inevitable effects on wildlife.” 

“I’m not saying I want to see private harvesting regulated, but the government should not pretend that its 
impossible” says Lindsay. He goes on to say that “the preferred approach would be to use the available levers and 
incentives to improve industrial-scale harvest practices.” 

However, Lindsay notes, “DNR is now slamming on the brakes” on a change in direction initiated 5 years ago, 
albeit imperfect, while claiming that “all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature-based requirements of 
Nova Scotia’s lands”. Responds Lindsay, “This happened in the last 5 years? I don’t think so”. He concludes: “if we 
want citizens to stop raging about clearcutting, maybe we need to be more honest about the condition of our 
forests.” 

View the Full editorial 

There are many news items, topical articles and a pretty even coverage of different perspectives on forests and 
forestry in the print-only magazine. The Atlantic Forestry Review is published six times per year “for independent 
woodlot owners in the four provinces of Atlantic Canada”. 
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Feeling the heat: Forest Nova Scotia conducts survey 

Posted on December 16, 2016 by admin 


In an op-ed in the CH, the executive director of Forest Nova Scotia 
reassures us that “we’re taking good care of our forests...And Nova 
Scotians understand that.” Taking note of articles and letters in The 
Chronicle Herald expressing concerns about current forestry practices, 
they “wanted to see for ourselves what was in the hearts and minds of 
Nova Scotians”. 

So they hired a professional research firm to conduct a survey and 
learned that more than 8 out of 10 respondents consider Nova Scotia 
forests a “renewable resource”. [I would be concerned about literacy of 
Nova Scotians if they didn’t.] “And 70 per cent are of the opinion that 
Nova Scotia forests are managed by professionals who follow 
sustainable practices, use scientific decision-making and new technologies so our forests are well managed.” 

I wonder if “Do you think there is too much clearcutting in Nova Scotia?” was one of the questions.’Would be nice 
to see see the full survey including the questions asked, the methodology, stats on numbers (not just percentages). 

In the meantime, I will pull down the blind when I’m flying into Nova Scotia. 

UPDATE Dec 20, 2016: A response from a CH reader: While Mike Parker’s critique of provincial forest 
management was published on Dec. 3, there have been three or four opinion pieces...The most recent was Jeff 
Bishop’s (Dec. 16)...In my home area of Amherst Head, I estimate about 80 per cent of the forest has been cut in 
the 40-plus years I have lived here. Walk across a clear-cut and you will have to avoid the deep water-filled ruts 
left by giant machines and wait a lifetime to walk through a forest there.” View A lifetime to recover (CH Opinions, 
Dec 20, 2016) 

UPDATE Dec 20, 2016: Poll indicates strong support for restrictions on clearcutting in Nova Scotia 
UPDATE Dec 22, 2016: Jeff Bishop was interviewed on CBC Radio’s Mainstreet program yesterday and was asked 
if in their surveys they ever include questions about clearcutting specifically. Jeff said, no, because they did not 
feel a need to ask about clearcutting, it’s only one of several possible harvest options. 



Clearcuts on Crown land NE of Halifax International 
Airport 2001-2014 according to Global Forest Watch 
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What’s good for salmon is good for trees in Nova Scotia...and v. versa! 

Posted on December 13, 2016 by admin 

For the sake of the forests and salmon, it’s time for NSDNR/Westfor to heed the science and put the brakes on 
clearcutting in SW Nova Scotia. 



OassAcattoo ot moan annual pH for niwj in .*.*to Soutnom Upiand region 
l*"«J 19 in Of O JO'S W>co»«ry PWfitnl tar Soutf'K-' Opan; AltanSc $» > n qn 

VO Can Sa AOvt* 3k So R*e »1XC0®| 


I was pleased to read in the Dec 2016 issue of Rural Delivery that NSDNR soil scientist Kevin Keys is participating 
in a 3-year experiment to examine the efficacy of liming forests for the benefit of salmon and trout in Nova Scotia 
river systems stressed by acid rain. 

The experiment is being conducted along the West River/Sheet harbour where in 2005 the NS Salmon 
Association set up a lime doser which feeds powdered lime mixed with water directly into the river. The lime 
increased calcium levels and pH which resulted in many more salmon smolts going out from the river. Smolt 
numbers increased from about 2000 initially to 10,000-12,000 recently. 

Now the Nova Scotia Salmon Association and the Eastern Shore Wildlife Association, with the support of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture and NSDNR and federal agencies have started some liming on adjacent forested land 
using helicopters. Based on experience in Europe, it is hoped that terrestrial liming will be cheaper than adding 
lime directly to the water, involve much lower maintenance and be more effective over a larger portion of the 
watershed as well as for long periods of time. (If the lime doser stops, the water acidifies very quickly). 

The terrestrial liming at West River/Sheet harbour follows and is informed by two smaller-scale terrestrial liming 
experiments conducted on smaller catchments located within the Gold River Watershed in New Ross, Nova Scotia 
under the direction of Dalhousie researcher Shannon Sterling. It’s pretty complicated stuff, with a lot of site to site 
variation, and precautions have to be taken not to negatively impact acid-loving species. 

If successful, the approach could be used on other watersheds in the southern uplands of Nova Scotia. Rivers in 
SW Nova Scotia have been the most strongly affected by acid rain. Further, unlike other regions in northeastern 
North America which have seen a response to controls on smokestack emissions, pH and calcium have continued 
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to decline in many watersheds of SW Nova Scotia, an anomaly attributable 
to the exceptionally poor buffering (nutrient supplying) capacity of the 
affected landscapes. 

While the prime target of the liming is salmon, it is expected that brook 
(speckled) trout and likely other aquatic species from zooplankton to loons 
could benefit - and the forests themselves. Many studies have shown that 
declines in calcium under forests have diverse adverse effects either through calcium deficiency directly or 
indirectly through increased acidity, aluminum mobilization and enhanced mercury toxicity e.g., on cold tolerance 
of red spruce, sugar maple decline, forest salamanders and snails, forest herbs, invertebrates and song birds. So it 
makes sense that NSDNR is taking an interest in the liming experiments. 

In the Rural Delivery article “Salmon and Soils”, writer Zack Metcalfe describes Kevin Keys/NSDNR involvement: 

While the project is aimed at restoring West River Sheet Harbour, terrestrial liming also has the 
potential to benefit forests. Kevin Keys, a site productivity forester with Nova Scotia’s Department of 
Natural Resources, is an aficionado of dirt. He and others will be studying the impacts of terrestrial 
liming on the soil itself, taking samples from limed and unlimed areas and gauging the potential for 
speeding up forest recovery in regions diminished by acid rain. 

“Forest soils in Nova Scotia are naturally acidic over most of the province,” Keys says. “Decades of 
acid rain has probably lowered average pH to some degree, but more importantly it has decreased 
the supply of base nutrients like calcium, magnesium, and potassium, and increased the 
concentration of mobile aluminium in many soils, especially in western Nova Scotia. In many sites 
this can lead to decreases in current or future productivity, especially if exacerbated by poor forest 
management.” 

The way Keys describes it, the bank of nutrients in the province’s soil has been cleaned out. He says 
forests’ reduced capacity to regenerate after harvesting needs to be incorporated into management 
practices, and the provincial government is moving in this direction. 

In a paper on the NS Forest Nutrient Budget Model published earlier this fall, Keys and co-authors acknowledged 
that “harvest removals can exacerbate declines in base cation levels (especially Ca) in affected soils”, an 
admission, perhaps, that clearcutting has some downsides for forest productivity AND aquatic systems. That’s 
Progress. It can’t get into the forest planning processes soon enough. 

It would make most sense simply to severely restrict if not ban clearcutting in whole watersheds severely stressed 
by acid rain. We already know which watersheds those are (view figure above). As well as speeding up 
improvement of water chemistry for salmon and other species, such restrictions would prevent other deleterious 
effects of clearcutting on salmon habitat. What’s good for trees is also good for salmon! 

There is a hitch however. The most severely affected watersheds are in the Western Crown Lands (“the last great 
wood basket”) that the NS government is handing over to the Westfor group to manage and cut. In fact they are 
just completing the first year in a planned ten year deal that would see a lot of clearcutting. 
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The relationship of salmon declines to low calcium in forests was well 
known well before those agreements were conceived. The broad outlines 
of the salmon story have been known since the 1980s when declines in 
salmon on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia were related to acidification 
of surface waters. By the mid-2000’s, it was clear that forest soils over 
more than 50% of Nova Scotia’s land mass have unusually low buffering 
capacity in comparison to most other jurisdictions in eastern North 
America and are critically low in nutrients (notably calcium) essential 
for the health of both the forests and aquatic systems in many of our 
forested watersheds 

For the sake of the forests and salmon, it’s time for NSDNR/Westfor to 
heed the science (including their own) and put the brakes on 
clearcutting in SW Nova Scotia. 

More Info 

The endangered Southern Upland salmon 

■ Recovery Potential Assessment for Southern Upland Atlantic Salmon 

Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat Maritimes Region Science Advisory Report 2013/009 
Southern Upland (SU) Atlantic salmon ( Salmo salar ) was assessed as Endangered by COSEWIC in November 
2010. The Southern Upland DU of Atlantic salmon consists of the salmon populations that occupy rivers in a 
region of Nova Scotia extending from the northeastern mainland near Canso, into the Bay of Fundy at Cape 
Split...Based on genetic evidence, regional geography and differences in life history characteristics SU Atlantic 
salmon is considered to be biologically unique (Gibson et al. 2011) and its extirpation would constitute an 
irreplaceable loss of Atlantic salmon biodiversity. 

Liming trials in Nova Scotia (the first in North America) 

■ Restoring Salmon Rivers with Liming 

FLYLIFE MAGAZINE, MAR. 19, 2013 reposted on Atlantic Salmon Federation 
website. Quick summary of the why, what and how of the lime doser on the West 
River. 

■ Initial Results of an Atlantic Salmon River Acid Mitigation Program 

E.A. Halfyard, 2008. MSc thesis, Acadia University. The thesis provides photos 
and details of lime doser on The West River, Sheet Harbour and results of early 
monitoring. 

■ Terrestrial liming to promote Atlantic Salmon recovery in Nova 
Scotia - approaches needed and knowledge gained after a trial 
application. 

S. M. Sterling et al. 2014 Hydrology and Earth System Sciences 11,10117-10156. ” The lakes and streams of 
SWNS were among the most heavily acidified in North America during the last century and calcium levels are 
predicted to continue to fall in coming decades. One of the most promising mitigation options to reduce the 
risk of extirpation 




From: Miller, E. et al. 2007. Mapping Forest Sensitivity 
to Atmospheric Acid Deposition. Conference of New 
England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers 
Forest Mapping Group Report. 
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of the SWNS Salmo salar is terrestrial liming; however, both the chemistry of SWNS rivers, and effective 
strategies for terrestrial liming in SWNS are poorly understood. Here we have launched the first terrestrial 
liming study in Nova Scotia” 

■ What is the dosage of powdered limestone needed to raise water quality to within target levels 
in southwestern Nova Scotia? Honours thesis by Jillian Haynes, Department Of Earth Sciences, Dalhousie 
University, 2016. (Supervisor: Shannon Sterling) 

The thesis includes data collected after that reported in the paper above, also a lot of background info, about 
terrestrial liming. 

■ Wild Atlantic salmon project ‘biggest ever’ in Eastern Canada 

Program uses helicopters to add lime to soil in effort to improve habitat along West River Sheet Harbour 
CBC report Oct 31, 2016 

■ Groups use lime to help restore salmon to river 

CH September 16, 2015 

Linkage of aquatic acidification and forest soils in Nova Scotia 

■ See Calcium Depletion on this website. 
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A skeptical view of NSDNR’s Forest Management Planning Process 

Posted on December 11,2016 by admin 

In an earlier post, I mused whether NSDNR has any forest management plans beyond the 10 years covered by 
recent fibre allocations for SW Nova Scotia. 

There is, apparently, a coordinated Forest Management Planning 
Process at NSDNR that extends even to 100 years in the future, but it is 
difficult to find who and what are involved. We can view components of 
it such as the NS Forest Ecosystem Classification but the overall process, 
particularly the modelling process and its assumptions, seem to be out 
of bounds for the public. 

After reviewing all of the documents I was able to find on the NSDNR 
website about this topic, I concluded that 

Regardless of the sophistication of the NSDNR Forest 
Management Modelling, it is clear that the harvesting plans rely 

heavily on NSDNR’s interpretation of the Natural Disturbance Regimes which is highly questionable 
scientifically (re: NSDNR’s Nature-based Forestry). Also, very little or no consideration is given to 
the acid rain stress/low fertility over much of the forested landscape and related issues in aquatic 
systems (re: Calcium Depletion). The lack of clarity around definitions of “clearcuts” and “partial 
cuts” (re: Clearcutting ) further detracts from the scientific rigour of the planning process. 

Some science, indeed some rigorous science, has been conducted, but there there has been an 
admixture of unfounded assumptions, biased interpretations and conveniently ignored good science 
that seriously undermines the credibility of NSDNR’s Forest Management Planning and the 
published plans overall. 

As always, I remain (and wish) to be better informed! 

Read more 



How will our choices today affect our forests and 
forestry tomorrow? 
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Port Hawkesbury Paper proud of FSC certification audit 

Posted on December 5, 2016 by admin 

“The Cape Breton paper company says it is the only industrial company in the Maritimes that’s independently 
certified to the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Forest Management 
Standards. And in its fifth year of operation, the company is enjoying some of its best third-party forest 
certification audit results to date.” Read Cape Breton Post article (Dec 4, 2016). A striking aerial photo for the 
article shows a matrix of CB hardwoods, with patches of managed softwoods near Hunters Mountain, CB. 
Thanks for sticking with FSC, PHP. 
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“WoodsCamp brings logging into the 21st Century” 

Posted on December 4, 2016 by admin 

UPDATE (Feb 13, 2017): NowNS: Online timber brokerage finds ways to make its mark. CH, Feb 13, 2017. 
UPDATE (Dec 20, 2016): ACOA backs WoodsCamp’s forestry effort Article in EighthouseNow by Gayle Wilson. 
Thx to MP for pointing it out. 

UPDATE (Dec 6, 20i6):”WoodsCamp Technologies Inc. has received a $250,000 repayable contribution from the 
federal government”. View CH article. 

In The Signal, journalist Guillaume LaPointe-Gagner tells the story of how WoodsCamp was founded by video 
game designer Allistair Jarvis and forester Will Martin, outlines what it does and examines some of the challenges 
business-wise. 

It’s a fascinating story, one that Will Martin also talked about in a recent 
presentation at the NS Museum of Natural History. His 1/2 hour presentation was 
followed by an hour of discussion, and could have gone on all night. 

Will noted that the public debates around forestry in Nova Scotia tend to focus on 
Crown land, but that’s only 27% of the forested land. Sixty percent exists in small 
to medium sized private woodlots. It’s a constituency that must be addressed if we 
want to deal with urgent conservation issues and maintain forestry as a vital 
component of rural economies. 

One constituency WoodsCamp is hoping to bring into the forest economy is a new 
generation of younger woodlot owners who commonly have little first-hand 
knowledge of forestry. Doing nothing with the woodlot is often their least risky 
option; Will described this as forest that is “locked behind the farm gate”. These 
woodlot owners also tend to get turned off by unsightly clearcuts. 

The WoodsCamp approach is modelled on the “Sharing Economy", and seeks to simplify landowners’ 
participation in the forest economy through use of web/cellphone-based networking tools which in turn can 
provide new options for woodlot owners to manage their woodlots, sell their wood and provide more steady work 
for forestry workers. It is decidedly NOT a clearcut intensive approach. Will described the prevalence of 
clearcutting in Nova Scotia as the product of a dysfunctional system, rather than being attributable to people who 
don’t care about the forest. 

For many reasons, I hope that WoodsCamp is a resounding success in Nova Scotia, and elsewhere. If Darwin is 
right, it should be. 
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In the long history of humankind (and animal kind, too) those who learned to collaborate and 
improvise most effectively have prevailed. 

- Charles Darwin 

Read the Signal article: Forestry 2.0 WoodsCamp brings logging into the 21st Century, and the WoodsCamp Blog 
for more about WoodsCamp. 
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Authors comment on Nova Scotia forestry 

Posted on December 3, 2016 by admin 


Op-eds by two recognized authors of works related to forests and 
forestry are featured in the CH today: 

‘Best management practices’ an insult by Mike Parker; and Spending our 
forest capital by Gary L Saunders. 

Parker’s “Show us the Science” (May The Forest Be With You, Oct 29, 

2016) stimulated a lot of back and forth including two rebuttals which 
he says “were short on substance and did not directly address the 
challenge to show the people of Nova Scotia the science (peer reviewed 
or otherwise) behind such questionable forestry practices as rampant 
clear-cutting, whole-tree harvesting and the biomass debacle that are claimed to be sustainable in perpetuity.” He 
cites recent soundbites by government such as 

As always, these (harvesting) decisions are based on science and best practices.” — Bruce Nunn, 

DNR spokesman. 

“Enough already. Show us the science!” says Parker. 

Addressing Parker’s earlier piece, Gary Saunders presents a more nuanced comment than those in the rebuttals 
cited by Parker (above), most of it not in direct conflict with Parker’s perspectives. “God Forbid” he says, for 
biomass to make electricity to squander the way we squander paper.” Saunders compliments outspoken wildlife 
biologist Bob Bancroft: “Yet a few decades of TLC can work wonders. Biologist Bob Bancroft has proved this on 
the run-down woodlot he’s been coaxing and coddling for 40 years near Antigonish. We can use more of that.” But 
he makes this curious assertion in defence of clearcutting: 

But why clear-cut? Why not use “selective” cutting, aka the selection method? A few trees here, a 
few there, spread over decades? But even-aged trees, standing close together, rely on each other 
for support during hurricanes and heavy snows. So selection cutting soon leads to a tangle of 
blown timber that’s useless for anything but firewood. 

That’s a pretty big generalization. Fear of blowdown seems to drive much of NSDNRs decisions to clearcut. (That 
fear does not extend, apparently, to the small clumps they leave for wildlife or as seed trees and that are highly 
susceptible to blowdown.) Fikelihood of blowdown (High, Medium or Fow) is included in the PTA, so you might 
expect that selection cuts, or at least some type of partial cuts (although those are often little better than clearcuts) 
would commonly be prescribed when Fikelihood of Blowdown is Fow and other conditions indicate a potential to 
restore an Acadian forest stand. That does not seem to be happening, at least not as often as it could. 
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But don’t take my word for it. NSDNR has the stats. As Mike says, Show 
Us the Science. 

Gary Saunders also cites the “half-million or so hectares” of abandoned 
farmland that has come up in spruce and fir, contending as others have 
that clearcutting is the only option on those lands. The correct figure is 
in acres not hectares, I believe, based on the classic paper of Drinkwater. 

There are areas where yellow birch and other hardwood species that 
likely occurred on many of those lands before they were cleared for 
agriculture are beginning to come up... so patience or perhaps seeding of 
other species into gaps may be other options. I don’t think we have a 
good answer as to why spruce and fir are so predominant after agriculture, but soil compaction could be a factor, 
and I wonder about the longer term effects of so much compaction in modern clearcuts of the Acadian forest. 



Blowdown at edge of this wildlife shelter (or seed-tree) 
stand in a clearcut 
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A welcome change in NSDNR bureaucracy 

A Press Release on Nov 30, 2016 announced several changes to deputy-level 
assignments including positions at NSDNR effective Dec 12, 2016. Julie Towers 
becomes deputy minister at NSDNR. She is currently CEO of Aboriginal 
Affairs and CEO of Immigrations and previously spent several years in NSDNR. 

Julie Towers brings some balance to the upper echelons of NSDNR, with a 
background in Aboriginal Affairs and Wildlife Biology. From her Bio at the Office of 
Aboriginal Affairs: “Julie started her career as a wildlife biologist after earning 
Bachelor and Master of Science degrees from the University of Toronto and 
University of New Brunswick. Before becoming Deputy Minister and CEO of 
Aboriginal Affairs, Julie worked in applied research, environmental education and 
forest, parks and wildlife management.” Her responsibilities at the Office of 
Foster collaborative partnerships that improve the social and economic prosperity of 
Aboriginal communities and immigrants”, and “Enhance public awareness and appreciation of Mi’kmaq and 
Aboriginal history and culture”. So we can hope that Mi’kmaq perspectives on forestry, as well as wildlife needs, 
will receive greater attention at NSDNR. 

Towers’ previous roles are described as Executive Director, Renewable Resources Branch, Department of Natural 
Resources; Director of Wildlife, Department of Natural Resources; Manager of Environmental Assessment and 
Senior Policy Advisor, Department of Environment and Labour; Wildlife Biologist, Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Towers replaces Frank Dunn, currently deputy minister of Natural Resources who becomes deputy minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and Aquaculture. 

Alan Eddy, currently associate deputy minister of NSDNR, becomes associate deputy minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and Aquaculture; no replacement for Eddy at NSDNR was announced. 

Some of these changes apparently follow from retirement of Kim MacNeil, the current deputy minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and Aquaculture. Dunn/Eddy are moving as a pair (from Deputy Minister/associate 
deputy minister of NSDNR to the same positions in Agriculture and Fisheries and Aquaculture). 


Posted on December 3, 2016 by admin 



Aboriginal Affairs included 
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Former Keji Science Chair defends Crown land management 

Posted on November 30, 2016 by admin 


In a CH Op-ed, a former science manager at Kejimkujik National Park 
and founding chairman of the Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute 
Cooperative pays compliments to a former Senior Manager at Bowater 
Mersey Paper who is now a senior bureaucrat in NSDNR (“I participated 
in interviews with [him] which were always professionally constructive 
and informed”); says that in “my 40 years as a Parks Canada ecologist 
and science manager in southwestern Nova Scotia, I never met a forestry 
worker who did not understand the importance of managing woodlands 
sustainably”; talks about the complexities of managing land for 
biodiversity conservation “while providing wood supply to community mills with supporting small businesses, so 
they can survive in a global marketplace”; notes that “A successful species-at-risk protection program features 
collaboration with Parks Canada, Environment Nova Scotia, DNR, university scientists and many volunteers”, and 
quite a bit more. 

He concludes “I would say developing Crown land management in Nova Scotia, when compared to many other 
countries, is worthy of international recognition for its progressive approach.” 

I agree, the developing approach looks very good on paper. I am guessing he used the word “developing” 
strategically, as it would be hard to disagree with the written intentions and rationale of NSDNR’s forest 
management policies (e.g. as presented in the Code of Forestry Practices). It’s the apparent lack of application of 
those policies now (I cited one example just yesterday), and the visible results (widespread 
clearcutting/conversion of mixed, multi-aged Acadian forest to short rotation, even-aged softwoods) that’s 
upsetting to many people. 

Further when (as a scientist) I dig down a bit, it’s evident that some of the critical premises are not well founded 
scientifically, notably NSDNR’s estimate that “Frequent disturbance regimes are dominant on 43% of the 
landbase” (view NSDNR’s nature-based forestry). 

On the other hand, one of the few components of NSDNR research that has been subjected to peer review (the 
Forest Nutrient Budget Model) underscores the fragile nature of our soil base and suggests that a high proportion 
of harvests on Class 1 Gibralter soils which cover much of our province are not sustainable (NSDNR has yet to 
highlight the paper); and well reviewed research, largely by NS Dept of Environment and academic researchers on 
the endangered boreal felt lichen is specifically dismissed by at the least the higher echelons of NSDNR. 

In regard to “A successful species-at-risk protection program” I have to wonder about the writer’s criterion for 
success. The Auditor-general concluded that NSDNR is not fulfilling its mandate in this regard. 



Conversion of mixed Acadian forest to industrial 
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lot, of our Crown lands 
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Sometimes the best of intentions are simply not enough. 
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Comment Period NOT Expired (Update) 

Posted on November 29, 2016 by admin 

I had been waiting for the PTA (Pre-Treatment Assessment) for the planned cut 
of Crown Land Block HX060122 NE of Halifax since I requested it in early 
November which was within 5 days or so of when it was posted. I still have not 
received it. Today I received a notice that “The Harvest Plan Map Viewer has 
been updated - https://nsgi.novascotia.ca/hpmv/“. So I looked at Block 
HX060122 and it says “Comment Period Expired”. 

UPDATE DEC 1 :1 inquired again about it and was told “Hi David, this 
information was sent to you on November 16, then again November 23. Please 
see the attached email which includes the PTA summary.” Indeed I found the e- 
mail from DNR on Nov 23 in which the original e-mail from 
CrownInquiriesATnorthernpulp.com was forwarded to me, but I could not find 
the earlier e-mail which came directly from 

CrownInquiriesATnorthernpulp.com. So an apology is in order. Although I may 
have some issues with what’s not available via the Harvest Viewer, it does what it offers very well, including 
ensuring that the PTAs are forwarded. (I had also acknowledged robustness of the viewer earlier.) Accordingly, I 
inserted NOT into the original title and made a couple of strikethroughs in the text below. Otherwise I have left 
the original rant intact. 

So much for “a harvest plans map viewer that makes all the information transparent and accessible”. NSDNR will 
tell you when new harvest plans are posted, but wont give you a list or tell you where to look on the map (so you 
have to browse the map of NS and look for dark brown blotches); and if you are not doing it regularly, you will not 
know when a particular block was posted, only that it is open for comment for 20 days after it was posted. Then if 
you request the PTA, don’t expect to receive it before the comment period has expired. 

We are responding to the public’s right to know about how, when, and why Crown lands are being 
harvested. We have developed a harvest plans map viewer that makes all the information 
transparent and accessible; it also allows for public comments, which have already led to changes 
in some harvest plans.”- Five Year Progress Report on the Natural Resources Strategy, Aug 16, 2016. 

Initially I investigated the plan for Block HX060122 simply as a trial of the Map Viewer and to learn what I could 
about the process of planning new cuts. I picked on HX060122 mainly because it was close to Halifax. On 
subsequent investigation, I found the larger landscape had been extensively clearcut (see Nov 11 Post). 

I had wanted to receive the PTA and then go to the actual site to look for elements described in the PTA, and look 
in the PTA for other elements that I might observe; as appropriate I would submit comments to NSDNR. While 
waiting for the PTA, I attempted to go to Block HX060122. What I had thought I was viewing in Google Earth - an 



Recent clearcut, wildlife shelter patch or 
seed tree patch (?) in background 
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ATV trail on an old railway bed that led directly to Block HX060122 - 
turned out to be the right of way for a gas pipeline and was very 
definitely out of bounds. I checked a few other possible access routes, 
but Block HX060122 is pretty remote and the logging roads are very 
rough and I couldn’t have made it there and back within daylight hours. 

So instead, I looked at clearcut and non-clearcut sites that I could access 
on the same landscape to get some sense of what grows on this 
landscape with and without clearcutting. 

I was pretty shocked at the state of recent clearcuts, great gouges in the 
land, and small islands of trees left standing that are blowing down around the edges. 

Counts of rings on stumps at one clearcut site indicated ages of 42 to 49 
years for five stumps in proximity to each other. So likely the recent 
clearcut was of a stand that had been cut about 50 years earlier, circa 
1965 in the era when the big industrial clearcuts took off. 

On pieces of land I found that had not been clearcut (judging by a multi¬ 
aged structure; presence of old stumps suggested they had been 
selectively cut), there was typical mixed Acadian forest with big yellow 
birch, sugar maple and red spruce with balsam fir not more than about 
10 ft high; hemlock at one site. 

Yellow birch and sugar maple, circa 18" dbh 

Even-aged stands dominated by conifers (red spruce, white pine, balsam 
fir; tamarack and black spruce in wetter areas) occurred on land that I 
suspect had been clearcut for the first time 30+ years ago. I say that was the first cut because there was a mixture 
of (old) stump sizes, some very large (2-3 ft), suggesting these stands had been selectively cut prior to the first 
clearcut. There were still a few hardwood trees (big toothed aspen, red maple, yellow birch but no sugar maple) 
amongst the conifers at these sites. 

I could well be wrong but the western part of Block HX060122 in Google Earth view looks like it may not have 
been clearcut before. Perhaps it has been clearcut, but even so, there are very likely patches of uncut or only 
selectively cut mixed Acadian forest still around as I observed in areas I could access. It seems clear that on these 
Crown lands NE of Halifax, the natural state of the forest is a mixed Acadian forest, and even though most of it 
has been clearcut at least once, it could be managed to foster a mixed Acadian forest again. 

Given that NSDNR prescribes harvest treatments on the basis of their 
interpretation of the natural disturbance regimes, why are they choosing 
to clearcut these lands (whose natural state seems to be Acadian forests 
characterized by small, gap disturbances) and foster even-aged, 
softwood dominated forests that are ill-adapted to climatic change and 
highly susceptible to budworm? 

Perhaps I have mis-interpreted the whole deal. ‘Will be interesting to see 
what I can glean from the PTA if and when I get it, even though the 



Conversion of mixed Acadian forest to industrial 
softwood forest 




Blowdown at edge of this (?) wildlife shelter stand 
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“Comment Period Expired”. 

UPDATE DEC l 

From the PTA: 5 of the 8 stands listed are predominantly conifers (red spruce, black spruce, white pine, balsam 
fir, jack pine); three are predominantly hardwoods (red oak and red maple). Basal area of “long lived species” (red 
spruce, eastern hemlock, white pine, sugar maple, yellow birch, red oak and white ash) accounts for more than 
50% of the total area in 4 of the 8 stands. Yellow Birch and Sugar Maple are not cited as present in any of the 8 
stands. Windthrow Hazard is rated as L (low) for all 8 stands. The Map Viewer shows 18 separate stands, 193 ha 
total, the 8 in the PTA total 176 ha; I couldn’t match individual stands in the PTA with individual stands shown on 
the Map Viewer based on area, expect for one stand of 3.4 ha. CONCLUSION: I wonder about the stands that had 
high proportions of “long lived species” and Low Windthrow Hazard... I think that would warrant Partial Harvest 
but perhaps not or perhaps they consider only the aggregate. & I would still like to go there! 
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Company managing 220 private woodlots in NS concerned about exports to USA 

Posted on November 26, 2016 by admin 


“A Nova Scotia company that manages 220 private woodlots in the 
province is worried about an announcement that the U.S. Lumber 
Coalition is considering levying new duties on Canadian softwood lumber 
shipments... Ed MacDonell, the manager of Conform Limited, based in 
Middle Musquodoboit, N.S. comments “It costs a lot of money to fight 
these battles and if there was, say, a 15- or 20-per cent tariff put on our 
lumber, it would be very hard for us to compete and continue”. View CBC 
report (Nov 26, 2016). 



I guess this is more incentive to clearcut and reduce costs to remain competitive. 
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Hefler Forest Products on the block 

Posted on November 26, 2016 by admin 

The CH reports that “A mystery buyer is kicking the tires ahead of inking a 
deal in January for all of iconic lumber company Hefler Forest Products’ 
assets in Sackville.” Hefler is a 150 year old company located in Sackville, 
NS with 59 employees. It holds over $30 million in debt and has been 
under creditor protection since July. The article reports that its most 
significant asset is a 19 year contract with NSP. View CH article. 

The role of biomass in the company’s fortunes is hazy. In July, a former 
employee said that “They were able to get government money to build this 
biomass plant and it just isn’t working... Hefler Forest Products was chipping up logs to burn in the power plant.” 
(See Post of July 23, 2016.) 
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Dale Prest: Open Up NS Cap & Trade to accommodate forest carbon capture 

Posted on November 24, 2016 by admin 



Dale Prest has highlighted a key change needed in Nova Scotia’s recently announced 
plan to adopt Cap and Trade: “Prest says the province needs to implement the right 
cap-and-trade system, one that openly trades with markets in Ontario, Quebec and 
California. But the province has initially committed to creating their own system, with 
all the trading done within Nova Scotia, although they’re open to options.” See CH 
article Nov 23, 2016. 

Prest believes that major financial benefits for woodlot owners and rural communities 
could be realized and that opening the market up would prompt a move “From one [a 
forest industry] that rewards a low cost of production that results in clear cutting, to 
one that rewards maintaining and growing a healthy forest as possible.” 


There would also be immense benefits for wildlife, fishing and hunting, tourism. But I think a key benefit to the 
province on changing its forestry practices could be this: as the deal has unfolded to this point, Nova Scotia would 
be allowed to “to use coal for a longer period than the 2030 deadline [to] lower costs for energy consumers” In 
order to do so, Nova Scotia would have to reduce CO2 emissions otherwise to make up, the so-called equivalency 
agreement.’’That will mean reducing 4.5 megatonnes of CO2 emissions after 2030.” (Global News Nov 21, 2016). I 
suspect the figures would show that most or all of that requirement could be met by changing forestry practices to 
sustain high stocking levels with incremental (or no) removals. It’s even possible, given the currently degraded 
state of Crown lands, that function could be met by Crown lands alone. (More carbon is gained when we start form 
a lower initial level... however, if it’s too low the forest wouldn’t recover quickly.) 

Think of it: Private woodlot owners get cash and improved forests out of Cap and Trade; the Crown land forests 
recover after centuries of degradation for the benefit of wildlife and recreation and, by reducing carbon emissions, 
even taxpayers. We need to work the figures folks. These are complex budgets and they will be scrutinized closely, 
but we have the experts in government, academia and business to do the job. 
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Op-Ed asks “Does DNR employ science to direct harvest planning?” 

Posted on November 23, 2016 by admin 


In an Op-ed in the CH, Nov 23, 2016, scientist Helga Guderley concludes 
“Judging by recent harvest recommendations, DNR believes that all of 
Nova Scotia has natural disturbance regimes that eliminate all trees...To 
believe these intensive forestry practices will sustain natural ecosystem 
structure and function is wishful thinking at best.” View Op-ed 



Recent and planned clearcuts on Crown land NE of 
Halifax Airport 


Share this: 


* n g* 


Related 


Editorials and letters about forestry in Nova 
Scotia, continued..11 & 21 Feb,2017 
February 13, 2017 
In "Acadian Forest" 


Why to not believe the Nova Scotia 
government on extent and impacts of clear 
cutting 

January 14, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


The big weasel: NS Liberal version 
August 17, 2016 
In "NSDNR" 


This entry was posted in clearcuts, Letters&Editorials, Show Us the Science. Bookmark the permalink. 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Proudly powered by WordPress. 


nsforestnotes.ca/2016/11/23/op-ed-asks-does-dnr-employ-science-to- direct-harvest-planning/ 


1/1 








12/27/2019 


Pictou Landing First Nation member wins forestry award I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Can we manage our forests to benefit all 
Nova Scotians and all species? 


Pictou Landing First Nation member wins forestry award 

Posted on November 23, 2016 by admin 

“The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC), in partnership with the Canadian 
Council of Forest Ministers (CCFM), presented the Skills Award for Aboriginal Youth 
to Gregory Daniels and Christian Francis today in Ottawa....Christian Francis is a 
member of the Mi’kmaq from Pictou Landing First Nation in Nova Scotia.” Read more. 

Congratulations, Christian. 

Pictou Landing is the community whose lands lie around Boat Harbour, which since 
the 1960s has received millions of gallons of toxic effluent daily from the Pictou pulp 
mill. 

In 2015, the Nova Scotia government made a commitment to close the treatment 
facility by January of 2020 followed by remediation which will take up to 10 years to complete. 

In contrast to the destruction of landscapes and biodiversity that we have pursued in support of the pulp and 
paper industry, Pictou Landing First Nation subscribes to “Netukulimk, the Mi’kmawey concept of harvesting 
resources without jeopardizing the integrity, diversity nor the productivity of the environment.” A slide show 
describes their sensitive use of forested land. Their 1,025 acre woodlot was the first Aboriginal land in Canada to 
be FSC certified. 
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Intensive management needed on the few acres left... 

Posted on November 22, 2016 by admin 




In a letter to the Ed (CH, Nov 21, 2016), Earle Miller of Lower Onslow 
notes that “Protected areas in Nova Scotia account for 12 per cent of our 
forest; provincial and federal parks account for three per cent; 13 per 
cent is inoperable due to excessive slope, wet areas or non-participant 
holdings. Of the remaining forest, about 12 per cent of every woodlot is 
set aside for stream buffers, wildlife clumps and corridors, mainland 
moose habitat, legacy trees, etc. That leaves 63 per cent of our forest 
land for woodlot owners and industrial forest companies to grow 

Intensive management (exploitation) of Crown land 

sufficient fibre to sustain the sawmills, pulpmills and other value added 
industries we have left in this province....With fewer forest acres 
available we need to manage those areas more intensively to grow enough wood.” 


Earle Miller is a principal in Great Northern Timber whom he represents on the Board of Directors of the 
Canadian Woodlands Forum. It is certainly a legitimate voice, but ‘nice to know what voice it is. 

I have to wonder if keeping dying pulp mills afloat trumps sustaining a multi-aged Acadian forest and businesses 
dependent on it or that could thrive on a renewed Acadian Forest. 

It is interesting that the bottom line-conscious McNeil Government appears to have stopped giving direct 
handouts to the pulp and paper industry. Will they go one step further and question their indirect support of the 
pulp and paper industry? Could consideration of the role of our forests in carbon sequestration prompt a new look 
at how we manage our forests? 
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Petition seeks to Stop the Clear-Cutting Near Kejimikujik Park 


Posted on November 20, 2016 by admin 



The petition to Honourable Lloyd Hines (Minister of Department of 
Natural Resources), Keith Irving (MLA Kings South) & the Honourable 
Stephen McNeil (Premier) was initiated by Jennah Larkin of Wolfville. She 
writes “It has been shown time and time again that clear-cutting forests 
leads to soil erosion and infertility. This has very negative consequences on 
the animals and plants which inhabit, or are near the area being clear- 
cutted. 

Kejimikujik Park will not be immmune to these effects,as many herbivores 
will lose their food sources due to soil infertility and changes in 


temperature and moisture...Please join me in asking the Nova Scotia Minister of Natural Resources, Lloyd Hines, 
to stop the clear-cutting project of 94 hectares around the periphery of Kejimukijik Park to preserve the diversity 
of the area.” View Petition 

For some further info about the Keji area clearcuts, see 

Keji area clearcut to proceed (Post of Oct 26, with updates and reactions from conservationists Oct 28, Nov 7, 
2016) 
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Cap and Trade could provide major incentive NOT to clearcut 

Posted on November 18, 2016 by admin 


In the November newsletter of the Nova Scotia Woodlot Owners and Operators 
Association (NSWOOA), Dale Prest appeals to readers to urge the province to 
adopt a Cap and Trade system of carbon accounting. “Well-designed climate 
change policy would give forest owners and managers incentives to manage their 
lands specifically to store more carbon, and compensate those landowners for 
their efforts. For example, CFI [Community Forest International] has already 
been paid slightly more than $300,000 for the carbon stored on our 705-acre 
woodlot over a 100-year contract. Put another way, we have been paid $3,000 per 
year for 100 years to keep our average stocking above 20 cords to the acre. We 
can still cut every tree on that woodlot, just not all at once.” 

The article provides more details. If Nova Scotia does not implement a Cap and 
Trade system (or our own carbon tax) by 2018, the federal government will 
impose a carbon tax on us. Prest argues that Cap and Trade would enable woodlot 
owners “to manage their lands specifically to store more carbon and receive 
payments from a regulated market for doing so.” The possible returns appear to be substantial and would provide 
a major incentive not to clearcut. 

Clearly this proposal deserves every Nova Scotian’s consideration. 

More about Carbon Credits for Forestry: 

FAQ: Forest Carbon Projects 

On The Climate Trust website. “Building upon a legacy of innovation and leadership in the carbon market, The 
Climate Trust accelerates the pace of carbon mitigation through conservation finance. We value air, water and soil 
through the development, purchase and sale of qualified offsets and a relentless investment in people and projects 
with environmental purpose.” 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) Releases Regulatory Proposal 
for Offset Program 

Document dated Nov 17, 2016. Some indication where Ontario is headed. 

UPDATE (NOV 23, 2016): Listen to CBC interview with Dale Prest (Nov 22, 2016) 



This private woodlot could earn additional 
$ under Cap and Trade. 
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Clearcutting threatens Mattatal Lake 

Posted on November 18, 2016 by admin 

In a Letter to the Editor (CH), Rick Parker of the Mattatall Lake 
Stewardship Board, writes: “In the watershed around Mattatall Lake, 
upwards of 60 per cent of the woodland, both private and Crown, has been 
clear cut, causing streams to become heavily silted. Our lake has 
experienced serious algae blooms for the past three years. Last winter, we 
asked senior DOE and DNR staff, woodlot owners and foresters to defer a 
proposed clearcutting of a further 300 acres until we better understood the 
algae causes and worked with all stakeholders in finding possible 
solutions. There was no support for our request and the clearcut took place.” 

Earlier, tests indicated increased nutrient levels in the lake were not due to possibly malfunctioning septic systems 
(Truro Daily News, Aug 30, 2016) 

Let’s get serious, on Crown land or private, urban or rural, there should be significant restrictions on clearcutting, 
for many reasons. In this case the cutting could have been selective cutting or at least conducted as a series of 
staged, smaller scale clearcuts. Water monitoring should be required before and after clearcuts and land owners 
held responsible for any demonstrated ill-effects of clearcuts on water quality and aquatic habitats. If that adds to 
the costs of clearcutting, so be it. As it stands, we are all paying for the indirect costs of clearcutting, and wildlife 
suffers in silence. 
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Six Talks & Workshops coming up Nov 18-Dec 4, 2016 

Posted on November 14, 2016 by admin 

Friday Nov 18, 2016 

Council of Canadians: Clear Cut Question”: Is Biomass Energy 
Sustainable? 

Friday Nov 18, 2016 

Women in Forestry Workshop 

Saturday Nov 19, 2016 

Lichen Field Identification Workshop (MTRI) 


A Clear-Cut Question: 

Js Biomass Energy SjjJtainable? 

t wL.. j jjlk./ i... .. 


bob bancroft, Torest biologist Wood lot Owner 
Richard Pearson, bridgpwatcr Renewable tneigy Works 
Mary Jane Rodger, Medway CommLrmttj Forest C o-op 


Friday 7 - f pm 
15 November ioi£ 
Mahone &dy Centre 
^ Sckootetreet 


Panel event organized by the 
South 5bore Chapter 
Council of Canadians 
sou th shore .coc«gmail .com 


Thursday Nov 24, 2016 

Discussion on the past and future of Nova Scotia’s Forests 

Monday Nov 28, 2016 

Will Martin: How the sharing economy can enable good forestry and why that’s really important 
for conservation goals 

Sunday Dec 4, 2016 

Forestry Forum Inverness (Council of Canadians) 

View EVENTS on this website for details 
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Reassurance that our forest industry is valuable, diverse and sustainable 

Posted on November 14, 2016 by admin 

In an Op-ed titled “A contractor’s perspective on forestry”, Calvin Archibald, president of 
Next Generation Forest Management Ltd. argues that while forestry in Nova Scotia is high 
risk (“We have been a supplier to StoraEnso, Julimar, MacTara and New Page, all of which 
failed to survive in Nova Scotia.”), professionally managed, it is valuable, diverse and 
sustainable. 

He has an interesting perspective on Pulp and Paper in spite of the failures: “Until the pulp market started in 1961, 
the two main community income sources were seasonal. The arrival of a pulp mill enabled the marketing of forest 
product year-round. Prior to the pulp mill, markets were limited to harvesting the biggest and best trees. 
Currently, quality trees are cloned as seed-tree sources for nurseries, providing quality trees over larger areas.” 

Mr. Archibald concludes that “Our industry’s contribution to our health care system and our schools and 
universities is too critical to lose.” View Op-ed in CH (Nov 14, 2016) 

Mr. Archibald might have mentioned the support the wood fibre industry has had from government (us). 

Woodlot owner Tom Miller has another perspective: “Papermaking in the northeast of North America has run the 
gamut. It’s no longer economic without serious concessions from the people and our forest.” 

It sure would be nice to see a true accounting of the costs and benefits of the wood fibre industry today. 

Posted Nov 14, 2015 | Modified Nov 15, 2016 
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Fall in Long lake Provincial Park 


Lake incident.” 


“The subcontractor charged with clearcutting a portion of Long Lake Provincial 
Park has pled guilty. Resourcestec Inc. entered the plea in court Thursday, while 
co-accused Dexter Construction Company Ltd. and Scott and Stewart Forestry 
Consultants Ltd. had their charges dropped.” View C-H (Nov n, 2016). 

It’s just under a year ago that Martin Willison, a Halifax based naturalist, 
publicized an illegal cut in Long Lake Provincial Park. It generated widespread 
condemnation. In March of 2016 charges were laid against three firms. Likely as a 
result of this incident, On Oct 4, 2016, the Province announced stiff fines for 
illegal logging on Crown Land. 

UPDATE (CBC Report, 16 Nov 2016): Resourcetec Inc. agreed in Halifax 
provincial court to pay $12,556 in fines. NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines confirmed 
that ” the increased fines [up to $250,000] were a direct response to the Long 



Great to impose such fines, but I have to say I am much more concerned about the legal logging on Crown land, 
which is far more destructive. 
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Mimicing natural disturbances and sustaining natural ecosystem structure and function in 
Nova Scotia 

Posted on November 11,2016 by admin 

[Post updated Nov 13, 2016: Global Forest Watch images added.] 

Have a look at the much touted vehicle of transparency around cutting 
on crown land in Nova Scotia: the Harvest Map Viewer (or go to the 
cover page for the viewer). Pick one of the those dark blotches, zero in 
and have a look. I did. 

Then I looked on Global Forest Watch and Google Earth to see what else 
had been clearcut on the same landscape in recent years. (You can also 
go directly to the area in Google Maps). It wasn’t comforting. 


O- 


Landscape View A, area to be clearcut, excluding the 
wetland. Click on images for larger versions. 

will be managed for resource production using techniques that mimic natural disturbances and 
sustain natural ecosystem structure and function.” 

- NS Code of Forestry Practice 

Perhaps the wetlands are all ombotrophic bogs operating as self contained closed systems hydrologically and will 
be unaffected by clearcuts. (Forget about intact forest canopies which, apparently, don’t count.) 

I suppose I could request the PTAs for the 18 separate pieces in the 154 ha Block ID HX060122 to find more out 
about the sites and the planned harvest. I did. But I don’t know if I will receive them before the Comment Period 
expires, partly because I can’t find out from the information given when it closes. (The website states “Each map 
also includes a closing date for public comments on each of the proposed harvest sites, which is 20 days after the 
harvest site is first posted”, but as far as I can see, the Closing Date - or the date the item was posted - is not 
actually given on the Maps.) 


The planned and recent 
clearcuts do not mimic any 
natural disturbances on Nova 
Scotian landscapes that I know 
of - at least not since the last 
glaciation - and it’s hard to 
see how natural ecosystem 
structure and function will be 
sustained. 

“Extensive forest lands 
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Google Earth 


Crown landscape approx. 5 km northeast of Halifax 
Airport. Yellow lines are approximate boundaries of 
Block ID HX060122 for which a clearcut is planned. A, 
B and C refer to the landscape views below. The 
landscape has been intensively cut to the north and 
northeast. 
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Then once I have received the PTAs, I may have to hire a consultant to 
understand them (as Linda Panozzo was advised in relation to Forest 
Inventory info), conduct a field trip to ground truth it all and then 
assemble a team of experts and probably some lawyers to make a case 
for the obvious: these harvests are not mimicing natural disturbances 
and sustaining natural ecosystem structure and function as directed 
under the Code of Forest Practice. (The Code of Forest Practice “is 
mandatory for application on Crown land”.) 

In any case, one has to assume 
The Fix is In. Since 2001, the 
harvesting machines have 
been moving southwest 
towards Block HX060122 
chewing up large blocks of 
forest like dinosaurs on a 
prehistoric landscape. (At least 
that was a landscape and flora 
and fauna that coevolved with 
dinosaurs.) 

If the government/NSDNR were serious about transparency and perhaps, about involving the public in the 
management of public lands, they would tell us what they plan for next year, not just 20 days from now. They 
might even share their plans and projected harvests for 2, 5,10 and 25 years ahead. 

Thinking about it, I have to wonder if there are any plans beyond the 10 years covered by recent fibre allocations 
for SW Nova Scotia. 

“We have now developed tools that ensure that all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature- 

based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands.” 

- Five-year Progress Report on the 2011-2020 Natural Resources Strategy 
I wish it were true. 



Landscape View C, recent clearcut up the road. 



On the Harvest Map Viewer itself 

The Viewer works well mechanically. (It is robust.) A layer with Protected Areas has been added so the proximity of cutting to 
Protected Areas can now be discerned. What’s needed are some layers with older clearcuts, e.g., going back to 2002, as can be 
viewed on the Global Forest Watch site (but those may not be entirely accurate on a very local scale; they seem to refer some 
cuts in the early part of the time frame to Tree Gain). The date on which a block is posted and the date on which the comment 
period closes should be given. I don’t see why the posted blocks couldn’t link directly to PTAs rather than having to request 
them; having to request them lends an air of “we are watching you” to the process and reduces the time an interested party has 
to review a planned cut. A video-tutorial on how to use the Viewer would be helpful. (I have submitted these comments to 
NSDNR.*) 

*A very positive response to all suggestions was received 15 Nov 2016. 
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The Global Forest Watch images at right can also be viewed sequentially. 



Global Forest Watch images showing Loss 
of Tree Cover (pink) over intervals given & 
Gain of Tree Cover (blue) 2001-2012. 

Most of the Gain (blue) is in land clearcut 
prior to 2001 . 

Click on image for larger version 
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Tree Marking - why not in Nova Scotia? 

Posted on November 10, 2016 by admin 

Minga O’Brien, interviewed by CBC Cape Breton for their Breakfast 
Biography series, said she realized what was so special about our wild 
lands when she went to Europe as an 18-year old and discovered so little 
of the forests and streams in the natural state to which we are so 
accustomed in Nova Scotia. 

Minga, amongst many other activities, teaches in the forestry program at 
the NS Community College in Cape Breton. She is apparently the only 
certified “Tree Marker” in Nova Scotia. In the interview, Minga talks 
about what’s involved in Tree Marking and the use of it in Ontario. 

The tree marker looks at all trees in a stand or property, evaluates each 
for a wide range of values, decides which trees can be harvested and which should be left and marks specific trees 
for harvest. Tree marking is required by law on all crown land in central and southern Ontario, and on a lot of 
private land. A number of counties have bylaws requiring Tree Marking before cutting trees. 

So, says Minga, forestry practices in central and southern Ontario are miles ahead of the rest of the country. The 
bulk of the harvesting is by selection management and they get far more value added per cubic meter of harvested 
wood than in any other province; next would be Quebec while Nova Scotia is close to the bottom. These practices 
generate more wealth and do a much better job of maintaining forest ecosystems in the process. 

Minga was asked if she holds hope that the kind of forestry she talked about will one day be practiced here. She 
believes “a hundred percent” that we could do it, but it would take a huge change in political leadership, in 
leadership at NSDNR and in our forest economy. She believes we still have the option forest-wise; we have a lot of 
young stands of Yellow Birch, Sugar Maple, and Ash about 15 cm in diameter; these hold incredible potential for a 
future forest industry, not for burning but for actual sawmill hardwood flooring, furniture etc... but they are being 
clearcut or ignored and their potential value is not realized. 

Listen to the full interview and wonder as I do why we aren’t promoting such practices in Nova Scotia. 

View Ontario Tree-Marking Guide 

View Tree By-law Information Package (Ontario) 

View Op-ed by Minga (CH Feb 27, 2015): Nova Scotia squanders its forest resources 
Listen to: Breakfast Biographies - Minga O’Brien, CBC Nov 10, 2016 



Minga (right) engaged in conversation with soil scientist 
Elena Ponomarenko at the MTRI Old Forest 
Conference. 
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The Nova Scotia Forest Nutrient Budget Model surfaces 

Posted on November 9, 2016 by admin 


A slide presentation by NSDNR in June 2009 announced that a “Soil 
nutrient budget computer model-a decision support model to assess site 
suitability for biomass harvest in NS” was being developed by DNR 
contracting with UNB (University of New Brunswick) and it would be 
“Ready mid-2010”. To my knowledge, there has been nothing about the 
model on the NSDNR website since then, and it took a CBC Report to 
announce that a scientific paper on the model was published earlier this 
fall. 

View CBC Report. 

From my vantage point, the results given in the paper strongly reinforce the perspective that “our forests need a 
rest” as Bob Bancroft puts it. Some of my reasons for interpreting the paper this way are stated in the CBC report 
(I was one of several people interviewed); see also my comments on this web site under Calcium Depletion, last 
item. 

Congratulations to the authors, led by Kevin Keys and Joshua Noseworthy, for publishing the paper in an open- 
access, peer reviewed scientific journal, and “showing us the science.” 


Open Journal of Forestry, 2016,6.420-444 

* >ittp//www-tdrp,orii/lournal/oif 

A Simple Geospatial Nutrient Budget Model 
for Assessing Forest Harvest Sustainability 
across Nova Scotia, Canada 

Kevin Keys 1 . |oshua D. Noseworthy'. |ae Ogilvlc\ 

David L Burton 1 , Paul A. Arp J 

Click on image to view this open access scientific 
paper 
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Feeling the Heat 

Posted on November 5, 2016 by admin 

NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines has an Op-ed in the CH today on 
A scientific approach to logging. 

“Recently opinions (May the forest be with you, Oct. 29) have generated public discussion about a 
number of forest practices and have questioned the science behind timber harvesting on Nova Scotia’s 
government owned Crown land and land owned by private individuals. 

“I am responding so Nova Scotians will fully understand that the decision making in my department is based on 
science and the natural resources stewardship that is mandated of it...” 

See Op-ed inCH 

See Show us the Science 
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What lichens and lichenologists can and sometimes cannot tell us 

Posted on November 4, 2016 by admin 


Writing in the Halifax Examiner, Linda Pannozo highlights lichens and 
lichenologists (lichen specialists) in Nova Scotia, and reveals some of the 
struggles involved in protecting the endangered boreal felt lichen and 
other species from the ravages of clearcutting. 

A NSE (Nova Scotia Dept of Environment) scientist apparently got in 
trouble when he made a presentation about lichens-at-risk to the 2014 
MTRI forest science conference and one of slides read “The level of 
forest harvesting on the landscape is ecologically unsustainable”. 

Pannozo discovered through a FOIPOP that Alan Eddy, the Associate 
Deputy Minister of NSDNR (the Nova Scotia Dept of Natural Resources) 
and former senior forester with Nova Scotia Power was at the meeting 
and subsequently asked the scientist’s NSE boss “Can we have a 
discussion on how best to ensure staff approach such issues with a more 
corporate consideration of potential impacts.” 

It’s a revealing story, and I can imagine that the scientist involved is walking on egg shells, no fault of his own for 
sure other than doing his job as a scientist - he regularly publishes his work on lichens in peer reviewed journals. 

I attended the annual MTRI scientific meeting for the first time this year; the topic was “Old Forests Conservation 
Science”. It’s one of the few venues where you can meet and interact with a number of the NSDNR and NSE 
scientific staff, but as I noted in my post about the meeting, there is a kind of unstated understanding that 
discussion of the “politics of forestry” is taboo. There was some discussion here and there about impacts of 
clearcutting on conservation of Old Forests, but the government scientists did not join in. Nor did Mr. Eddy. 
That’s not good for the science that NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines loves to say is the basis of all harvesting 
decisions made by NSDNR. 

View Muzzling the Forest Keepers. A Guide to boreal felt lichen and DNR message control by Linda Pannozo. 

Show us the Science 

For lichens, there are many peer reviewed articles by Nova Scotian scientists from within (notably R.P. Cameron) 
and outside of government. In fact the case for expanding the protective zone around boreal felt lichen in Nova 
Scotia from too to 500 meters, which NSDNR apparently opposes, is much better supported by peer reviewed, 
published scientific research than the case for clearcutting a large proportion of Nova Scotia forests, which 
NSDNR advocates. 



Lichens are especially abundant and diverse in moist 
forests along the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia, here in 
the Terrence Bay Wilderness Area. Lichens can indicate 
levels of air pollution, and can be used to monitor the 
“ecological integrity” of a site. 
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Council of Canadians asks: Is Biomass Energy Sustainable? 

Posted on November 4, 2016 by admin 

The Council of Canadians is sponsoring a panel discussion of a “Clear Cut 
Question”: Is Biomass Energy Sustainable? 

Panelists are Bob Bancroft, Richard Pearson and Mary Jane Rodgers. The 
discussion takes place Friday, November 18, 2016. 7-9 pm at the Mahone 
Bay Centre (45 School St. Mahone Bay). 

Bob Bancroft is a well known wildlife biologist and co-author of the 2010 
Report Restoring the Health of Nova Scotia’s Forests who has argued that 
our forests are seriously overcut and that we need to give them a rest. 
Richard Pearson is a business person with a background in sustainable development who is promoting a small 
scale biomass energy project for Bridgewater. Mary Jane Rodger is with the Medway Community Forest Co-op. 

‘Should be informative. 


A Clear-Cut Question: 
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More comments following “Show Us the Science” 

Posted on November 3, 2016 by admin 


Mike Parker’s Op-ed of Oct 28th has opened a box. Two contrasting reflections on 
the Op-ed are expressed in the CH today, by Tom Miller of Green Hill and Earle 
Miller, Lower Onslow. 

Tom Miller begins ” What an incredibly well-done opinion piece by Mike Parker 
in the Oct. 29 Herald...Too bad Department of Natural Resources management 
has no desire to provide any answers to those questions, since no “scientific” 
answers exist to justify their decisions. Minister Lloyd Hines speaks only to the 
11,000 or so jobs in the industry, not to the science issues. Regarding those jobs, 
the only good ones are in the DNR and the pulp mills, and perhaps at a few 
sawmills.” 

Shedding light on the science of forestry 

Earle Miller begins “Mike Parker and Bob Bancroft have it wrong! Forest policy m Nova Scotia 
and forestry operations in this province are based on science...Forest farming 
isn’t much different than food crop agriculture, other than it takes much longer to 
grow a crop.” 

Read CH Opinions 



Let the sun shine in! 
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Sterling Belliveau uses FOIPOP to access data on clearcutting of crown land 

Posted on November 1,2016 by admin 

In question period today in the Nova Scotia Legislature, Sterling Belliveau, MLA for 
Queens-Shelburne and NDP House leader noted that the goal of a 50% reduction in 
clearcuts was supposed to have been achieved by 2016 and that NSDNR Minister Lloyd 
Hines had said that “the goal is unchanged”. 

So he asked NSDNR Minister Hines “what new timelines has his department has set 
out to reach the target of a 50% reduction?” Hines replied by stating that anyone 
looking objectively the Department of Natural Resources will see it is a science based, 
objective department and went on to describe the various entities within it and said he 
was proud of all of them. 

Belliveau then said that “last year we were told the province was on track to reach 50% 

...” however through a Freedom of Information (FOIPOP) request, Belliveau had obtained figures for 2013 and 
2014. In 2013, 64% of harvests on crown land were clearcuts while in 2014 the figure was 71%. “How will the 
province ever meet this 50% target if clearcutting on crown land is actually increasing?”, he asked. Hines (I am 
paraphrasing): there are individual variations on the road to success, but our objectives remain unchanged, so 
stay tuned. 


Fmd*n of Information 
and Protection of FrHncy Act 


c hath a <« mvnnrw 



The figures speak for themselves. So does the fact that an MLA had to go through a Freedom of Information 
(FOIPOP) request to get statistics that should be readily available to everyone. 

Given the definition of clearcutting established under the previous, NDP government and retained by the current 
Liberal government, it’s likely that the proportion of land that was cut under a regime other than multi-aged 
management was even more than those figures suggest*. Time for some straight talk folks. 

*See Clearcutting on this website. 

Possibly relevant: the National Forestry Database indicates the percentage of clearcuts on crown land in Nova 
Scotia in 2014 was 86%. 
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Anti-biomass petition tabled in Nova Scotia Legislature 

Posted on November 1,2016 by admin 


The petition to stop using forest biomass for electrical power generation launched by 
St. Margaret’s Bay resident Helga Guderley in late February garnered over 25,000 
signatures within 10 days, but could not be submitted to the Nova Scotia Legislature 
which requires paper petitions. 

So Guderley & Co. collected over 1000 names on paper and submitted the petition 
today, November 1, 2016. (At the time the electronic petition stood at 29,199). The 
petition was presented in the legislature by Lenore Zann, MLA for Truro-Bible Hill- 
Millbrook-Salmon River. 

The Petition reads: 

Stop using forest biomass for electrical power generation! 

Nova Scotia’s forests are rapidly disappearing. More and more forests are being 
chipped and burned for electricity generation, mutilating our landscapes and reducing 
shelter and food resources for wildlife. Is this destruction of Nova Scotia’s forest ecosystems the “green energy” we 
want? In light of reputable demonstrations of impacts of full tree harvesting on soil nutrients, biodiversity, and 
wildlife, and because truly renewable forms of power generation are available, our current ‘green energy’ 
legislation must be changed. 

Therefore, given that: 

1. Clear cutting entire forest stands for electricity generation is the lowest end use of our forest resources and 
prevents diversification of the forest economy with eco-friendly and value-added industries. 

2. Clear cutting for biomass energy production is harmful to wildlife habitat, water cycles, soil nutrients, carbon 
storage and the chemistry of nearby waterways. 

3. Biomass energy derived from primary harvesting increases carbon emissions for as long as 50 years, when we 
need to reduce our carbon footprint now. 

Premier McNeil, please end the use of forest biomass for power generation, as demanded by more 
than 28,000 people who signed an electronic version of this petition. 

The success of the petition elicited a Bruce McKinnon cartoon, and likely contributed to or at least speeded up the 
Nova Scotia Government decision to stop the Must-Run provision for the Pt. Tupper Biomass plant. Perhaps most 
significantly, the petition mobilized a lot of public discontent around clearcutting in Nova Scotia which led to the 
formation of the Healthy Forest Coalition. 

View Electronic Petition 
View Press Release 



biomass petition at NS 
Legislature, Nov 1,2016 
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View Healthy Forest Coalition Biomass Note 

Listen to archived audio of the Rick Howe Show Nov l, 9 am for comments by Helga Guderley (2.29 min to 15.28) 
min and Syd Dumaresq (29.13 to 35.35 min) 
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The debate warms up: Show us the Science 

Posted on October 29, 2016 by admin 

When I set up this website, I wanted the Home, blogging page (this page) “to serve as a record of events, news and 
opinions on the subject of forests and forestry in Nova Scotia as they unfold, beginning on June 21, 2016.” 

There are certainly intervals when the news is frequent, largely negative and 
focussed on clearcuts, the last few days being one them. In an op-ed in the CH 
today, Mike Parker asks NSDNR Minister Hines to back up his statements that 
“we base decisions on science that takes into account all aspects of forests” by 
showing us the science, listing seven specific items. “Let’s have a public debate. 
Produce the science. Produce hard job numbers proving changes in current 
forestry practices will unleash an apocalyptic economic meltdown.” It is an 
impassioned piece by a writer who is passionate about Nova Scotia’s past and 
present and very concerned about our future. 

And on CBC News: “The NDP’s natural resources critic [Sterling Belliveau] says 
the minister is rolling over for bureaucrats in his department rather than 
standing up for good forestry management.” 

If the NDP takes up the banner for better forestry, I hope they mean it this time. The last (and only) time they 
were in power, they raised our hopes and then crushed them as they first accepted and began to act upon the 
recommendations coming out of the Natural Resources Strategy 2010 process, and then back-tracked almost 
entirely. It’s probably one reason they lost the subsequent election. 

With pro-industrial forestry NDP leader Dexter now gone, things may have changed in the NDP camp. One sign: 
Jamie Simpson, a professional forester and environmental lawyer who advocates Restoring the Acadian Forest, is 
running for nomination as the NDP candidate for the Halifax Citadel riding. I wish him well. I would also be much 
happier if the three major parties would engage in critical, evidence-based debate about the future of our forests 
and forestry. Hopefully Mike Parker gave that process a kick start. 
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Clearcuts in a Nature Reserve 

Posted on October 28, 2016 by admin 

A couple of days ago a CBC post told of clearcuts near a protected area 
(Keji Park). Today, it’s about a clear cut in a protected area: “A 
landowner in Joggins, N.S. says he’s frustrated by the province’s strategy 
of conserving forested land, one that has seen it designate a clearcut a 
nature reserve.” See CBC news 

The audio for the story broadcast on Information Morning is available 
on the CBC page. Following are some extracts from the piece and some 
comments of my own; the headings are mine. 

Water table affected 

Jim H. who was born in Joggins moved back with his wife ago 14 years when he retired; the area’s natural beauty 
drew them back. Now they live next door to clearcuts. “The sad thing is, everything has been clearcut, everything... 
I’ve seen truckloads of wood hauled out, roads damaged, the water tables have changed and we have dirty water, 
my neighbours have the same up the road.” [You have to listen to the audio to really appreciate the stress it has all 
caused.] In the last 5 years, clearcutting in the area has been really ramped up, now there are hundreds of acres of 
clearcut land in the Joggins area. 

Why were lands designated for a Nature Reserve clearcut? 

Most mystifying to residents are Nature Reserve signs posted in some of the clearcuts. CBC reporters Moira 
Donovan and Phlis McGregor investigated and talked to Peter Labour, Director of Protected Areas and 
Ecosystems within the Nova Scotia Department of Environment. He said these lands are now part of the new 277 
ha Fossil Coast Nature Reserve. The land was owned by forestry companies before it was clearcut, and was 
purchased after it was clearcut. “The nature reserve includes some lands in a more natural condition and other 
lands that are most recently harvested. That’s not unusual in that when we protect areas, we look at restoration 
opportunities as well as intact natural values, and in this case a portion was purchased in 2009-10 for 
conservation purposes and some of that land had been previously harvested by the former landowner.” He told 
Phlis McGregor it would take the forest 50+ years to grow back to its natural state. She asked him why it wasn’t 
protected before it was clearcut. He said it’s because the property was privately owned and the province has no 
jurisdiction over clearcutting on private land. 

No notice and then No access 

There were complaints from local residents that they had not been notified about the Nature Reserve status. One 
resident comments that clearcutting is ongoing and relentless. Those “dreaded yellow signs” appeared without any 
consultation with the locals. “I feel it is wrong, first of all because it’s been land that we have used and has been in 
common use for as long as I can remember and all of a sudden now we have these Prohibited Signs that are 
appearing., its nice to reclaim more land for future generations but what you are reclaiming has all been clearcut 



Not the first time: clearcut on land designated for the 
Raven Head Protected Area, Sep 29, 2011. It was the 
second clearcut on these lands, the first some 40 years 
before. 
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or a majority., why wasn’t it proposed and dealt with before it became a 
clearcut?” This was land that that the community always felt was their’s. 

First they had to watch as it was clearcut and now they can’t do things 
on it that they used to do there. Brian H. has lived in the area all of his 
life and has been fishing, hunting and trapping there for 50 years since 
he was 13. “On these signs they should have had a meeting in Joggins or 
River Herbert, not one in Amherst or Parrsboro... I have no access to the 
beach for my boat, no access to into Donny’s Cove where I leave my boat 
sometimes, about 70% of my trapping area I can’t use now.” Peter 
Labour [Protected Areas, Nova Scotia Environment] realizes that not 
everyone in the community knew about the Nature Reserve but now his 
department is aware of these concerns and they are looking at some 
options for addressing them. 

Forestry company would not sell the land before it was clearcut 

Just steps away from the Nature Reserve land there is more land that is privately owned land that has no 
protection from logging... Resident Brian H. had tried to purchase 25 acres of the land before it was clearcut and 
he said the forestry company said they would not sell before it was clearcut. 



Fossil Coast Nature Reserve. Click on image for full 
NSE map. 


I am familiar with several aspects of this unfortunate story. 

First on the issue of access. 

Back in 1974 I was hired by a consulting company to conduct a survey of the marine resources of Kouchibouguac 
National Park in New Brunswick. Those were the days of Jackie Vautour who resisted expropriation of private 
land that had occurred in the process of creating the park. The feelings were intense and we had to advertise 
boldly that we NOT from the government. Parks Canada learned from the Kouchibouguac experience that they 
had to look at traditional residents as part of landscape rather than to simply expropriate and kick them out, and 
subsequently changed their approach for all new parks. (A small aside: Kouchibouguac Park administrators did 
not, however, follow up on my recommendation that limited, small scale commercial fishing for certain species be 
permitted.) 

Just last week, I listened to Shalan Joudry talk about why you cannot separate the people from the land. In 
contrast to Protected Areas which allow non-motorized recreational activities including hunting and fishing, 
Nature Reserves are much smaller areas in which recreational activities are restricted: “While entry for the 
purpose of environmental and nature appreciation is generally permitted, activities such as hunting, fishing, use 
of vehicles, camping and other activities that might degrade fragile values of a Nature Reserve are not permitted.” 
(See NSE page). I can see the rationale, but it is also very important to have buy-in from local residents who will 
formally or informally be local guardians of the lands. That might involve limited ‘grandfathered’ access as occurs 
in National Parks, or specific agreements with community groups, all of us learning to leave no trace when we 
tread on such lands. I think the return on an investment in the local people would be at least equivalent to the 
benefits of including clearcut land in the nature reserve! 
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I am aware of similar concerns about access that were expressed when the Raven Head Protected Area was 
established, and that these are ongoing. 

Second on clearcuts in lands newly designated for protection. 

I was shocked in 2011 when I visited the Raven Head Candidate Protected Area (not very far from Joggins) to see 
massive clearcuts. In this case it wasn’t that there were clearcuts that was so surprising - it was known that the 
government had agreed to allow the previous owners of the properties to harvest trees from 25% of the land - but 
the way that the cutting had been conducted: the clearcuts I had seen were large scale cuts with very minimal or 
no wildlife refuge patches or patches of seed trees. Also, cutting was being conducted over a short period (2-3 
years) rather than being spread out over an extended period (e.g., 25 years) to allow for a gradient in regrowth and 
for more monitoring and adaptive redesign of the harvesting for better conservation. I wrote Protected Areas 
about it, and was told “Harvesting on the Apple Head lands is proceeding under terms of a harvest agreement that 
allows for a harvest of 809 hectares or 2,000 acres. Harvesting is being monitored using on-site and helicopter- 
based inspections to ensure compliance with harvest areas identified in the agreement and with wildlife habitat 
and watercourse protection regulations. We are also reviewing satellite imagery updates on a quarterly basis. 

The harvesting is being conducted to meet immediate legal obligations of the former land owner to another 
company. There was no option for extending harvesting over decades. As you may know, wood supply in Nova 
Scotia is in short supply, especially in the central part of the province.” 

So we are beholden to the big forestry players in Nova Scotia to supply wood no matter what the cost. Just as 
resident Brian H. had tried to purchase 25 acres of the land before it was clearcut and the forestry company said 
they would not sell before it was clearcut, so the government was apparently told in the case of the Raven Head 
lands and they accepted it. If nothing else, it shows that the big forestry concerns have no long term commitment 
to Nova Scotia and that once the easy wood supply is gone, they will be gone. Future governments will then blame 
past governments for not taking appropriate action. 

It makes me wonder what is NSDNR’s long term (25 year +) plan for forests and 
forestry in Nova Scotia? Does it indeed have one? 

Finally about clearcutting. 

I am reminded of a story I heard at the recent MTRI meeting on old forests. When the 
Stanfield government held hearings in Cumberland Co. in the early 1960s to promote 
its plans to clearcut in support of a new pulp mill planned for Pictou, they told woods 
people, “Now you will be able harvest every 50 years”. The response from one elder 
forester was “Yes, but you can’t grow a 150 year-old tree in 50 years.” It seems the 
government people didn’t listen or didn’t understand, possibly both. Do they now? 
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According to a CBC report, the clearcut proposed near Kejimkujik National 
Park, which raised hackles in August, is now going ahead on 94 of the too 
ha. A decision has been deferred on 6 ha that impinge directly on the edge 
of Keji Park. 

“Proceeding with the majority of the cut makes sense, Hines said, 
because of the importance of the forestry industry. The folks who 
make their living from this industry in the province, all 11,500 of 
them, have an interest in seeing the best use for our resources,” he 
said. “It’s a traditional industry that has been sustained for over 400 years in Nova Scotia and this 
is just another part of that process.” 

I am pretty sure that not all of those 11,500 folks (who hold jobs directly and indirectly associated with forestry) 
would agree with these particular harvests, and I am very sure that many of the other 932,000 stakeholders in 
these crown lands would strongly disagree. And yes, an industry of sorts has been “sustained” but not the forest 
and not the habitat for many other species that have called Nova Scotia home. 

UPDATE OCT 28: Atlantic CTV news has posted an informative video about this cut. Retired National Parks 
Employee Peter Hope says he is glad to see at least some selective cutting which will save young oaks, also he is 
pleased that century old pines have been left in place. That comment refers, apparently, to lands already cut. He 
expresses concern about clear cutting on the 94 ha closer to Keji Park. A lot of cutting around the park could cut 
the Park off from other wild areas maaking it a “genetic island”. DNR Minister Hines is interviewed and repeats 
his assurances that the clearcuts will not damage the environment. Hope said “Overwhelmingly, people said, don’t 
just clearcut, offer other quality uses of quality woods within the forest.” David Miller of World Wildlife Canada 
comments on endangered species. NDP leader Gary Burrill is interviewed and expresses concern that Parks 
Canada was not consulted by DNR before issuing clearcutting permits. 

UPDATE NOV 8: Conservationists sound off on proposed Keji clearcuts 
Article in The Coast, Monday Nov 7, 2016 

According to Miller, [a national conservation biologist with the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society] the region near Kejimkujik has the largest concentration of species at risk in Nova Scotia. 

On top of that, the issue goes beyond Keji. DNR has proposed or approved clear-cutting up to the 
borders of 15 other protected locations, including Shelburne River Wilderness Area and Indian Man 
Lake Nature Reserve. “There’s a trend here, and that is industry is knocking at the door of our 
protected areas. And that should concern everybody,” says Miller. 


Keji area clearcut to proceed 

Posted on October 26, 2016 by admin 
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Low oil prices and downturn in the European market affect Scotia Atlantic Biomass debt 
payment 

Posted on October 26, 2016 by admin 



The article cites this comment by Christopher Robertson, CEO of Viridis 
Energy, the parent company: “Despite the challenges over the past 
number of years with the Scotia facility, Cornwall provided a series of 
loans for the initial acquisition of the assets, capital improvements, and 
working capital. Operations had recently improved and Scotia was on 
track to reach profitability for the first time, however, low oil prices and 
the severe downturn in the European market occurred and as a result, 
Scotia was not able to address the Cornwall debt.” 


Photo by Tom Bruton 


“Scotia Atlantic Biomass Company announced it has received a Demand 
Notice from Cornwall Investments in the amount of CAD 6.35 million. 
According to the announcement, the company also received from 
Cornwall, a Notice of Intention to Enforce Security under Rule 124” 
(woodbizforum.com Oct 20th, 2016). 


Efforts to sell the operation were apparently not successful (CH Aug 31, 2016). 

The operation is located in Middle Musquodoboit. For some recent history, see The Resurrection of Scotia 
Atlantic Biomass Company. In 2014 Scotia Atlantic was expected “to produce up to 120,000 tonnes of pellets per 
year to be shipped to European customers on a quarterly basis”(Canadian Biomass, Feb 4, 2014). Biomass was 
received as cut-to-length wood in at least some cases, harvested from selective cutting; in Oct 2015, pulp and 
biomass garnered one third of the price received for stud logs sold to a mill (woodbusiness.ca Oct 21, 2015). 

While electricity generated from forest biomass currently counts as a “renewable”, there is abundant evidence that 
it shouldn’t (see ecelaw doc) and the Europeans may stop crediting it as a renewable. Many are waiting for Nova 
Scotia to follow. A petition to Stop destroying Nova Scotia’s forests for biomass power generation released in the 
spring of 2016 quickly garnered over 20,000 signatures. 

The Nova Scotia government has followed wishful thinking, not the science, in classifying biomass for electricity 
as a renewable and then promoting it. 
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How trees talk to each other 

Posted on October 24, 2016 by admin 


In this TED video, Suzanne Simard, a well published Professor of 
Forestry at the University of British Columbia, tells an amazing story of 
how trees nurture each other and makes compelling scientific arguments 
for taking a new approach to forest management. 

Her research demonstrates that in western forests, Paper Birch and 
Douglas Fir share photosynthetic products via their mycorrhizal 
networks, also that mature Douglas Fir actually nurture their young. 

Think of the implications for our Acadian Forest: could Yellow Birch and 
Red Spruce be sharing such communications, old and young Red 
Spruce? Clearcutting our naturally mixed, multi-aged Acadian forests 
can hardly foster such connections! 

The video concludes: 

“I want to leave you with four simple solutions. And we can’t kid ourselves that these are too complicated to act 
on. 

“First, we all need to get out in the forest. We need to reestablish local involvement in our own forests. You see, 
most of our forests now are managed using a one-size-fits-all approach, but good forest stewardship requires 
knowledge of local conditions. 

“Second, we need to save our old-growth forests. These are the repositories of genes and mother trees and 
mycorrhizal networks. So this means less cutting. I don’t mean no cutting, but less cutting. 

“And third, when we do cut, we need to save the legacies, the mother trees and networks, and the wood, the genes, 
so they can pass their wisdom onto the next generation of trees so they can withstand the future stresses coming 
down the road. We need to be conservationists. 

“And finally, fourthly and finally, we need to regenerate our forests with a diversity of species and genotypes and 
structures by planting and allowing natural regeneration. We have to give Mother Nature the tools she needs to 
use her intelligence to self-heal. And we need to remember that forests aren’t just a bunch of trees competing with 
each other, they’re supercooperators.” 

A Tip of the Hat to C.C. of the NS Wild Flora Society for bringing this video to my attention. 



Fruiting body of a Russula mushroom in a local red oak 
woodland. Hyphae of Russula mushrooms connect 
shrubs and trees in a mutualistic network. 
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A disturbing level of forest disturbance in the Highlands 

Posted on October 24, 2016 by admin 

Robert Devet, writing in the Nova Scotia Advocate, points us to ” A 
weekend video with a difference. No story line, no sound, no people, just 
images from a drone flying high above the Cape Breton Highlands.” 

It shows “Large clearcuts as far as the eye can see...These are likely second 
or even third time cut-overs since the sixties, says Ryan Chambers, a 
former fly fisherman and guide who lives in the area”. 

Looking at the video and available description in the Devet article or on youtube, it is unclear to me whether the 
video was taken within the area of natural boreal forest on the Cape Breton Highlands, or whether as cited in text 
accompanying the video on youtube, it ” shows the borealization of our native, and endangered Acadian forest.” 

Regardless, even the native boreal forest in C.B supports some hardwoods and there are few in those vistas. And 
regardless it illustrates a disturbing level of disturbance. 

Well worth a look. 

I am glad someone is looking. 

UPDATE (10:15 pm oct 24): Under Comments for the Youtube Video, I had posted this comment: 

“I am wondering where this was taken. I looks like it could be within the natural boreal forest zone in the CB 
highlands, but outside of the Cape Breton Highlands National Park. Regardless, it illustrates a disturbing level of 
disturbance.” 

Dave Thomas replied: 

“This particular area in the video was not part of the original boreal forest. Despite popular misconception the 
original boreal area was confined to very specific areas depending on altitude and soil quality. The Acadian forest 
does not suddenly stop at the top of the slopes. It may seem like that because the slopes are the only part that 
hasn’t been cut and switched over yet. The vast majority of the area recognized as the highlands was in fact 
Acadian forest. Depending on where, it would be classified as either lowland Acadian forest our upland Acadian 
forest. There were pure stands of fir in the highlands at one time. The original boreal area was a tiny fraction of 
what is now softwood. Another very good indicator to me of what was originally in some of these now softwood 
areas, is the presence of yellow birch stumps.” 
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Connecting to Wapane’kati 

Posted on October 23, 2016 by admin 

I attended the MTRI Old Forest Conservation Science Meeting at Debert this past week, anticipating that it would 
be a good experience and it was. I am guessing the attendance was about 80 people, from all walks - foresters, 
rangers, small wood lot owners, company men, academic and government scientists, people from conservation 
oriented NGOs such as NS Nature Trust, the Nature Conservancy of Canada, CPAWS and CCNB, and others 
without specialized interests but with a common interest in old forests. 

As is now not uncommon (but still not common enough), the meeting was opened 
with an acknowledgment that we were meeting on un-ceded Mi’kmaq territory. 

Appropriately, Mi’kmaq poet and scholar Shalan Joudry was asked to start it all 
off. We fell quiet as she sang, her hands drumming the rhythm of a heart. It was 
the heartbeat, she said, of the people and the land. 

The next day, we dispersed in several directions for jaunts in the forests. It was a 
totally glorious day weather-wise so we didn’t begrudge being indoors on the 
following, rainy day to view presentations and join discussions on a wide range of 
topics related to old forests. Those began with Shalan talking about “Reconnecting 
to Wapane’kati” 

I don’t want to try to report on Shalan’s talk except to cite, very imperfectly, a few of the thoughts or observations 
she expressed as we listened intently. “You cannot separate the people from the land” she told us; “it is who we 
are”, although the European immigrants managed to do it to them physically. 

She described how research of the sort being discussed at the meeting on historic weather and forests is very 
important to the Mi’kmaq. It helps them to understand and interpret stories handed down in an oral tradition, 
and to begin to recover a little of what they have lost though separation from the land and from attempts to 
extinguish their cultural heritage. 




Dr. Elena Ponomarenko shows us how to read the 
forest floor to reveal past disturbances and forest types. 


Shalan described the excitement she felt when she first saw a map of the 
Acadian Forest in Jamie Simpson’s Restoring the Acadian Forest (ist 
ed. 2008, 2nd Ed. 2015) and realized that the distribution of the 
Acadian forest corresponds closely to Wabanaki Territory (see e.g. map 
at Abbe Museum), the lands occupied by peoples of the Wabanaki 
Confederacy. Wabanaki means “People of the Dawn” and as I 
understand it, Wapane’kati, “Land of the Dawn”. Mi’kmaq people 
understood Wapane’kati as the place where people first welcome the sun 
on behalf of rest of the peoples of Turtle Island (North America). 
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What a wonderful view of this part of the world. Now I will think of it when I witness the sunrise. How better 
could the connection between peoples and the land be illustrated than by the occurrence a particular group of 
people on landscapes of a particular forest type? 

The Mi’kmaq history is all of our history Shalan said. Through the choices they made, the Mi’kmaq people made 
the land what it was when the Europeans arrived. 

Shalan described their stories as a way of teaching. She told us the Story of the Long Winter when people in a time 
of great abundance became arrogant, and the animals disappeared; of how they tried to find the animals and then 
learned from a child that they had to reconcile themselves with the land for the animals to return. The story 
relates strongly to our world today. Shalan talked about how the “Conversation of Reconciliation” is good for us 
AND for the land. 

The meeting was closed with Elder Doreen Bernard of Sipekne’katik First Nation leading a Water Ceremony. 
Again, I could only describe it imperfectly. It was a ceremony of beauty, simplicity and inclusiveness. We were 
encouraged to incorporate such ceremonies in our daily lives. 

These were inclusive perspectives. We were urged to understand and acknowledge the wrongs of the past so that 
we can collectively and more wisely move forward together to heal the earth. 


There was a certain unease amongst some at the meeting as there were disparate groups or individuals present 
who simply do not get together on “neutral ground” otherwise. I guess the extremes might be described as the 
“tree huggers” on the one hand, and the “industry men” on the other. 


Shalan had some interesting perspectives for both parties. On the one hand she 
talked about reverence for Old Growth forest which tree huggers often say, rightly or 
wrongly, is not shared by the industry men. She also felt, possibly to the chagrin of 
the tree huggers, that the term or concept of “Protected Areas” conveys a sense that 
people and land do not belong together and suggested that perhaps we need to 
rethink that concept a bit. 

One reason individuals with disparate perspectives got together at all at this meeting 
is that MTRI is a registered non-profit organization and so must stay away from the 
politics of forestry. So we would talk about the science of old growth forests to a large 
extent separately from any discussion about the politics of forest management, and 
entered that conversation very cautiously if at all. (Such discussions were taking 
place, but not collectively.) 

Indeed, I learned that there has been discussion amongst some of the people 
attending the meeting about forming a “conservation council” to facilitate better 
sharing of resources and information. It seems the prevailing view was that such an 
organization would not get involved in the politics of forestry; it would not be an 
advocacy group. 



Looking into the forest floor 
suggests this coniferous “climax” 
forest was preceded by a mixed or 
deciduous forest; and that a strong 
wind event, perhaps followed by fire, 
triggered a transformation to the 
forest we see today. 
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While I agree there is a need for better sharing of information, I would prefer to see an organization whose 
primary goal is information sharing to develop within an existing organization such as MTRI rather than creating 
a new one. 

Regardless, such an organization would leave unanswered the more challenging issue of how we open up 
discussion between parties that have strongly differing views of how our forests should be managed. All of the 
information in the world will not, on its own, open up that conversation. 

It strikes me that we might seek guidance from the Mi’kmaq to help us talk to each other. At this meeting, 
Mi’kmaq participants had raised issues that have caused them great suffering while being non-confrontational, 
and indeed challenged and urged us to move into the future together. It is along those lines that we must proceed 
if we are to manage our forests in a way that we can all agree is good for all of us and good for the land. 

As Shalan said, we must begin a conversation of reconciliation between peoples and between peoples and the 

land. I would like to think the MTRI meeting had provided a first step along that 
path. 

Thanks, MTRI and thanks, All participants and sponsors. 

Each generation must make their own journey through a thick terrain. 

How ever we get lost along the way, let us rejoice in the healing steps that 
follow. 

I hope we all continue to gather at the edge of the woods where the 
generations before us and after us re-merge. 

Prologue to Generations Re-Merging by Shalan Joudry 
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“Steep Slope Initiative” could threaten older forest stands 

Posted on October 16, 2016 by admin 


Many of our patches of remaining old forest in Nova Scotia occur on steep slopes 
that have remained inaccessible for harvesting. 

But that could change. FPInnovations executive vice-president Dr. Trevor 
Stuthridge talks about development of “new harvesting technologies to provide 
the forest industry with safe, economic and sustainable solutions to access fibre 
located on steep slopes” as the target of a 5 year “Steep Slope Initiative” launched 
in 2014. “We’re looking at new innovations, such as robotic harvesting systems 
and techniques that allow us to tether harvesters to get them up steep slopes 
more effectively.” 

Some of the rationale: “We spend 80 to 150 years growing a tree in Canada - 
some of the longest growth rates in the world. This is a significant national 
contribution to off-setting greenhouse gas emissions through carbon 
sequestration. So with all that investment in carbon stored in our forest, and all 
the added value potential in a tree, we need to recover the fibre at an optimum level 

‘Wish I could figure exactly what he means by “optimum level”. He also refers to speeding up growth rate and 
reducing the rotation interval. See Wood Business: The future of fibre. 

I wonder what Dr. Stuthridge would think if he came to Nova Scotia where we have already reduced the rotation 
interval from 80+ years to 20-40 years on nutrient-poor landscapes washed by acid rain. Would he say we have 
achieved an optimal level for recovery of fibre or do we have still further to go? 


Is older forest on this steep slope just 
“wasted fibre?” 



More information about the Steep Slope Initiative is available in The Working Forest Vol 21 #1 See cover photo 
and article on page 7. Also Forestnet Digital Editions Logging and Sawmill Journal Feb 2016 pages 28-40. 
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Glorious Days of October in the “Backlands” 

Posted on October 16, 2016 by admin 

A few photos from today in the “Backlands”, an area of granitic outcrops and Jack Pines on the Halifax south 
mainland. The Spryfield fire on April 30/May 1, 2009 burned approximately 800 ha of this highly fire-prone 
landscape, but not that shown in the photos which are in the vicinity of Williams Lake. The recent rains have 
partially recharged the wetlands after the long drought but the water level in Williams Lake is still several feet 
below its more normal level. 

Click on photos for larger versions. 


Jack Pine Barrens 



Wetland. 


Wetland with Royal Ferns still exposed. 
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“The Gully” 



Williams Lake 
Photos by JackPine. 
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Softwood lumber trade on the block again 

Posted on October 14, 2016 by admin 

“The last softwood lumber deal expired Oct. 12, 2015. The subsequent one-year litigation standstill period ended 

at midnight. Now the American lumber industry could file a petition with 
the U.S. Department of Commerce as early as Thursday morning” [that 
apparently did not happen ]. (Global News: 5 things to know about 
Canada’s softwood lumber trade war with US.) 

A U.S. view: “In the U.S. timber purchasers have to buy from private 
landowners or the forest service, but up north Canada controls roughly a 
third of its timber market allowing that country to subsidize its timber 
industry. U.S. producers end up paying 10 to 20 times more per standing 

I don’t know about the accuracy of those stats but the possibility the U.S could win its case makes me wonder 
about the extent to which we are squandering our public forestry resources and forcing our private woodlot 
owners to accept lower prices than their products are really worth. 

Tip of the hat to P.L. for stimulating discussion of this topic. 
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More options for the private woodlot owners - and our forests 

Posted on October 11,2016 by admin 


An article in the CH today highlights a new Nova Scotian business called 
Woodscamp, which offers “an online marketplace for landowners and 
loggers” 

Co-owner Allistair Jarvis comments: “One of the things that 
characterizes those exchanges [between a private woodlot owner and a 
mill seeking wood] is the asymmetrical information. Mill owners 
understand the value of timber and they know what the market 
demands. Land owners don’t have that information, especially if they’re 
not working the land on a consistent basis.” 

Co-owner Will Martin comments: “The status quo is to clearcut the 
whole lot, regardless of what other values are at play...I realized that if I wanted to see a more sustainable forestry 
practice that incorporates a wider set of values, then I had to be part of creating a new business model.” 

Read more in CH 

I can only wish success for their business, and with it better outcomes for both private woodlot owners and our 
forests. 



Will Martin explains Woodscamp at Open Forest Day 
(June 25, 2016) 
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Thanks - and no thanks - for grey skies on Thanksgiving Monday 

Posted on October 10, 2016 by admin 


It’s certainly the first time I have welcomed a really wet Thanksgiving Monday, but 
welcome it is. Patrick Duplessis, a PhD in Physics & Atmospheric Science at Dalhousie 
University tweets about weather and early today it reads “Big numbers for total #rainfall 
across #NovaScotia & there’s much more to come for the Ern parts. 77mm in #Halifax 
YAW. #NSstorm #CapeBreton“. 

An indication of how serious the situation remains: CBC: Parks supplying water 
during shortage may have to close, despite need. “James Campbell, the spokesman for Halifax Water, said 
last week it would take at least 150 mm of rain over four or five days to help restore water levels in his area...Mike 
Shand, the EMO coordinator for Shelburne County East, said water levels are starting to rise and many wells are 
beginning to work normally. He said Monday’s heavy rainfall will help, but he warns that people should still 
conserve water until ground water levels improve.” 

Postscript, next day: It turned out to be 100+ mm of rain and a lot of wind. 
I had a windfall in my backyard but was still grateful for the rain. In SW 
Nova Scotia there was less rain (45-75 cm) and it came too hard and 
quickly to have a significant effect on wells. Cape Breton received over 200 
mm, creating widespread damage. It seems there is no happy medium in 
these early days of the Anthropocene. 
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No more illegal logging on Crown Land 

Posted on October 5, 2016 by admin 



Fall in Long lake Provincial Park 


The Province has announced stiff fines for illegal logging on Crown Land. View 

Press release. 

I think it’s no coincidence that just under a year ago Martin Willison, a Halifax 
based naturalist, publicized an illegal cut in Long Lake Provincial Park. It 
generated widespread condemnation. In March of 2016 charges were laid against 
three firms. 

It’s a fair bet that a selective cut in the same area would not have generated the 
same reaction from the public. 
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Forest Soundscapes 

Posted on October 3, 2016 by admin 

This piece caught my eye recently: Gigantic wooden megaphones amplify the sounds of the forest in Estonia . 

It begins: “If you’ve ever enjoyed a walk in the woods, you’ve probably noticed the simultaneous “peace and 
quiet” and subtle busy-ness of Mother Nature. Students in Estonia certainly did - and for an extra dose of 
awesome, they decided to amplify these natural sounds with three huge wooden megaphones in a lush wooded 
area. Photographer Tonu Tunnel captures the graceful giants.in all their glory”. 

I could very much appreciate what the artist wanted to convey. One of the reasons I like to hike alone is to be 
absorbed in the sounds of nature, and especially those of our forests. I call it the sound of silence, referring of 
course to human activity (and incidentally to Simon and Garfunkel). 

■ There is no audio in the piece about the wooden microphones, which I would love to listen to 
if there were. But I can listen to some some superb recordings in forest wilderness by Mark 
Brennan. His Wild Earth Voices include four albums in forest wilderness settings in Nova 
Scotia: Peskowesk in Kejimkujik National Park; Les Suetes at Warren Lake, Cape Breton; 
Ancient Forest at Abrahams Lake; and A Wilderness Lake recorded at Ayers Lake, New 
Brunswick, and Abraham Lake, Nova Scotia. (When you click on those links you will be 
treated to a sample from each site.) 

There could hardly be more eloquent expressions of the value of conserving as much of our forest in its natural 
state or near natural state as we possibly can - and of what we lose otherwise. I have been in functioning private 
woodlots that could be described as maintaining the forest in a near natural state, ‘only wish there were a lot more 
amongst the harvested sites on Crown land. 
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Nova Scotia Forests of the Anthropocene: More Youthful and Slender; Winners and Losers; 
Sunnier Soils Ahead 

Posted on October 2, 2016 by admin 


Donna Crossland will talk on this topic at a meeting of the Blomidon Field Naturalists 
on Monday, October 17, 2016 at Acadia University. View details. 


I attended an earlier version of this presentation at the Nature Nova Scotia 2016 
Conference & AGM held at Acadia University in late May. Donna put together a 
fascinating perspective that covered time spans over the full history of the earth (4.65 
bya), the last 350 years, the last 60 years, and then looked into the future. She talked 
about her research in the area of Kouchibouguac Park in New Brunswick in which she 
used Witness Trees in land ownership documents to indicate the composition of forests 
in the early days of European settlement. She compared that state to the composition 
today and explored the factors that have led to the very different forests we see today in 
NB and NS, and the ongoing challenges. 

It wasn’t just our direct use of trees that changed our forests. Exotic earthworms, white 
tailed deer, invasive species, acid rain and several other factors were and are involved. 
Donna presented an optimistic view of how we could adapt to ongoing climate changes 
but the options she talked about are not, by and large, ones we are currently pursuing. 


Hemlock was a common 
Witness Tree in historical 
documents for the 
Kouchibouguac area, but is not 
common on that landscape 
today 


The presentation was spiced with a wonderful sense of humour, but the messages are serious ones. The Blomidon 
Field Naturalists welcome the public. I am sure that anyone with an interest in the state of our forests would come 
away with some new perspectives. 


In her May presentation, Donna mentioned an upcoming meeting at which experts would decide on whether we 
are actually entering a new geological epoch when assessed by the same type of criteria by which such transitions 
are identified in the geological record. I checked it out and indeed, Donna was not exaggerating our influence on 
our Earth: “Humanity’s impact on the Earth is now so profound that a new geological epoch - the 
Anthropocene - needs to be declared, according to an official expert group who presented the 
recommendation to the International Geological Congress in Cape Town on Monday [Aug 29, 2016].” View report 
in The Guardian. 



Witness Trees: When the settlers documented their lands, they put marks on larger trees to identify corners, and 
identified these “Witness Trees” on charts as fir, pine, elm etc. 
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The Western Crown Lands: A “Forest Tragedy” 

Posted on September 29, 2016 by admin 


The Western Crown Lands have been described as “the last great wood 
basket not committed to pulp companies”. They are essentially Ground 
Zero in the struggle to retain some semblance of our Acadian forest for 
future generations and wildlife, as we have have clearcut most or at least 
a lot of the crown land, and a lot of the private land in the rest of the 
province. Read more 


Western Crown lands, modified from CPAWS map 
( 2012 ) 
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Working forest & trails go together 

Posted on September 28, 2016 by admin 

From the Kings Co. Advertiser/Register: 

“Larry and Greta Goodwin will be officially recognized as 
Woodland Owner of the Year for the Western Region of Nova 
Scotia during a public field day on their Hillgrove property 
this Saturday, Oct. l. 

“The Goodwins manage 93 hectares with a variety of species, 
some old growth forest, and some new growth stocks. They 
run a small maple syrup operation on their land and are 
building and maintaining a growing network of public hiking trails.” 

They have also been recognized for their trail work - see Digby Courier. 

From Natural Resources 2016 Woodland Owner of the Year: 

“Much of their knowledge of woodland management has been passed down to them from Larry’s grandparents 
who bought the lot in 1912...Current projects on their woodland include managing hiking trails and running a 
small maple sugar business. 

Larry and Greta are both very active members of the board for the Acacia Valley Trail. The trail follows the Acacia 
brook and takes you through a beautiful woodland. They have spent much of their time working as volunteers to 
manage the trail and make it accessible to the public. Over the past three years the Goodwin’s and other 
volunteers have been working on a new section of the trail that travels up the Acacia brook and through much of 
the Goodwin’s woodland.” 

Congratulations and Thanks, Larry & Greta. 

The Central and Provincial winner overall winner of the Woodland Owner of the Year Award for 2016 are 
Matthew and Bonnie Harrison whose property is in Lynn Mountain, Cumberland County. “The Harrison family’s 
main focus has been long term viability of their 1000 acre woodland to sustain the many values that the property 
offers. The Harrisons’ lot was previously owned by Matthew’s grandparents who bought it in the 1950s. Matthew 
is now the owner and has improved the woodland through harvesting and silviculture, developing recreational 
opportunities, and developing sugar maple and blueberry businesses. For the past six years, the Harrisons have 
committed to at least 50 acres (20 ha) of selection harvesting each year. This has resulted in a well managed forest 
with continuous cover for wildlife.. .Matthew and his family are also living completely off the grid; nearly all of 
their electrical power comes from the solar panels shown in the image below. These panels power a beautiful 
home that is made mostly of local wood materials. Their home is a great example of some of the wonderful things 
we can do with our natural resources in Nova Scotia. ” Read more. 
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The Harrisons are some very inspiring woodlot owners. 

Kudos to NSDNR for recognizing such contributions by small woodlot owners with the Nova Scotia Woodland 
Owner of the Year Award (WOYA). Descriptions of woodlot operations by winners of this award going back to 
1999 make some pretty interesting reading. 
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Posted on September 25, 2016 by admin 


The From Field and Forest 2016 Conference, taking place Oct 20-21, 2016 in 
Moncton, is described as “a 2-day conference that will give natural resource 
managers and rural entrepreneurs the connections and insights to build 
sustainable businesses from non-timber forest products. 

“Non-timber forest products (NTFP) are the goods and services provided by 
the forests other than conventional wood products (timber and pulp). They 
include medicinal plants, resins, saps, essential oils, fruits, nuts, vegetables, fish 
and game, greenery, and a range of ecological goods and services such as clean 
water, wildlife habitat, and aesthetics.” 

Sponsors are UNB, BioNB, Wood Science and Technology Centre at UNB, ACOA, 

Province of New Brunswick. 

Commenting on the wealth of NTFP in mature hemlock forests, Donna Crossland 
wrote in the Nova Scotia Naturally series 

“It’s time to think beyond the wood, to the little-explored world of fungi, lichens and other biota, 
nature’s pharmacy, that grow obscure and protected by the trees, often requiring forests of great 
age or decadence to flourish. Imagine celebrating the autumn with our native fungi, not only the 
matsutakes, but a bounty of other mushroom species that grow in mature to old-growth forests, 
particularly in autumn: black trumpets, honey mushrooms, oyster mushrooms, chanterelles, and 
many more. A bounty of flavours, fine-dining, and potential tourism opportunities await us.” 

What a refreshing way to value our forests. 



Hemlock forest in SW Nova Scotia. 
NTFPs can be more valuable than the 
wood. 
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Big bucks in forestry but not for room rental 

Posted on September 24, 2016 by admin 


“The forest industry activity accounted for $2.1 billion in total economic 
output (in 2015),” Forest Nova Scotia Executive Director Harry Sullivan 
told a Chamber of Commerce luncheon in Truro. However there was no 
time to discuss questions about the environmental impact of large 
forestry operations. See Truro Daily. 

According to a NSDNR press release of Sep 21 forestry employed 11,500 
Nova Scotians in direct or indirect jobs in 2015 and added $800 million 
to the province’s gross domestic product. (The GDP for Nova Scotia in 
2014 was $39 billion.) A Royal Bank Report indicates there have been declines exports of paper and wood 
products from Nova Scotia in 2016. 

It would be nice to see a more complete economic picture, e.g. with the environmental costs of forestry tabulated, 
a comparison of returns on investments with other sectors of the economy and an objective projection of the 
future of forestry and our forests on the current trajectory. 

People want more informative statistics and more balanced perspectives. For example, in a letter to the editor in 
the CH on Sep 22, Luke Batdorf commented “With current policy and whole-tree harvesting, along with a retreat 
back into a weak quasi-clear-cutting forestry, our forests will die. Arguably, the big mills added economic gain to 
communities, but there is no hard quantifiable evidence to prove this. Rural communities are emptying of people, 
just as our forests are emptying of trees.” 
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Climate change will be hard on balsam fir, black spruce 

Posted on September 23, 2016 by admin 


UNB prof. Charles Bourque is cited in a recent CBC report as predicting that 
“New Brunswick may see softwood species such as balsam fir and black spruce 
disappear from the province’s forests over the next 80 years or so.” Read CBC. 

Nova Scotia is in the same boat, as Prof. Bourque and colleagues reported in a 
2010 document prepared for NSDNR on Modelled Potential Species Distribution 
for Current and Projected Future Climates for the Acadian Forest Region of Nova 
Scotia, Canada: 

“...Results for current and future climates indicate that boreal species in the 
Acadian forest of NS (e.g., balsam fir, black spruce) would be restricted to the 
cooler areas of the landscape, i.e., adjacent to cold water bodies (e.g., Bay of 
Fundy in the northwest and Atlantic Ocean on the south-to-northeast of the 
province) and high elevation areas, such as the Cape Breton Highlands and 
Cobequid Hills. Under similar climatic conditions, temperate hardwood species 
(e.g., red oak, beech) are projected to benefit from elevated GDD in the second 
(2011-2040) and third tri-decade (2041-2070), and experience some decline in 
the fourth tri-decade (2071- 2100).” 



Bur Oak grown horticulturally at Grand Oaks 
on Grand Lake, Halifax Co., Nova Scotia. It 
occurs naturally in N.B. and elsewhere on the 
eastern seaboard, why not in N.S? 

There are a dozen species of oak in 
Massachusetts, while there is only one 
species (red oak) native to NS. Should we be 
introducing species from New England to our 
forests to better adapt to climatic warming? 


Should we introduce bur oak (in photo) and other species from New England to 
Nova Scotia (i.e. conduct “Assisted Migration”) in order to accelerate adaptation 

to climatic warming? Currently there is little sign NSDNR is paying much attention to climatic warming or at least 
it is not engaging the public on the issue. 


Instead NSDNR continues to promote practices that borealize the Acadian forest (i.e., clear cutting and use of 
herbicides to promote even age softwoods), which actually reduces adaptation to climatic warming, not to 
mention adverse effects on wildlife, fish, water retention, susceptibility to fire... 
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Posted on September 17, 2016 by admin 



Two woodlots in Nova Scotia: are harvests on both 
“aligned with the nature-based requirements of Nova 
Scotia’s lands”? (In 2014, 88% of all harvests were 
celarcuts. 


NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines published an op-ed to kick off Forest 
Week (Sept. 18-24), reassuring us all is well. View Op-ed. He seems 
genuinely convinced that his department is conducting scientifically 
sound management of our forests. 

I agree, if the goal is to achieve the maximum short term economic 
benefit for the big players. But if we want wildlife and our grandchildren 
to enjoy some semblance of the forests “bequeathed” to us by the 
Mi’kmaq and for our forests, forest life, and livelihoods on the smaller 
private woodlots to be sustained, the science tells us otherwise. For 
example... 
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Posted on September 16, 2016 by admin 


The Genuine Progress Index (GPI) group produced The Nova ScotiaGPI Forest 
Accounts Volume 1: Indicators of Ecological, Economic & Social Values of Forests 
in Nova Scotia (2001) and a 2008 Update. 


Now the group is asking ‘How Much is Our Forest Worth?” A workshop on Sep 
22, 2016 marks the “beginning of an ongoing working group to respond to Nova 
Scotia forestry policy changes and to work on meaningful case studies for local 
change.” 


Both trees have value under the GPI 


Details of the first workshop: A workshop in valuing natural capital led by GPI 
Atlantic Founder, Ron Colman Thursday, September 22,1:30 to 4:30 GPI 
Atlantic space in St. Margarets Bay (upstairs at Paul’s Hall, 12286 Peggy’s Cove 
Rd.) Limited space, contact Gwen Colman to register: gwen@gpiatlantic.org or 
902 489-7007. 


Dr. Ron Colman is founder of GPI Atlantic, a non-profit research group in Nova Scotia that, over 15 years, 
constructed comprehensive measures of wellbeing and full-cost accounts called the Genuine Progress Index and 
has worked in Bhutan for more than a decade on its holistic measures of progress that integrate social, economic 
and environmental objectives. We will be using GPI Atlantic’s work on valuing natural capital, particularly the NS 
Forest Accounts and Forestry Headline Indicators (http://www.gpiatlantic.org/publications/naturalcapital.htm). 

This initiative is sorely needed. Thanks, GPI 
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Margaret Miller on Glyphosate: I am glad she is talking to Chief Gloade 

Posted on September 16, 2016 by admin 

Margaret Miller, Nova Scotia’s Minister of Environment, was interviewed this a.m. about glyphosate spraying of 
forests on CBC’s Information Morning (Fri, Sep 16, 2016). 

She said glyphosate has been used on our forests for 30 years. It was re¬ 
evaluated by Health Canada in 2015 and deemed safe when used a 
directed. Twelve permits were issued this year; she didn’t know the total 
area, but over 3000 ha was mentioned in the introduction to the 
interview. It’s all on private lands and is not paid for by government as it 
once was. 

Connolly asked about the permit process. Landowners must apply to the 
Dept, of Environment for use of specific products and are required to 
follow steps to mitigate risks, such as setbacks from wetlands, and not 
spraying within V2 km of residences. Signs are posted adjacent to the 
sprayed areas 48 hours before spraying. The department conducts 
random audits of the spraying process and looks for evidence of drift. 

Connolly asked why we have restrictions if the product is safe. Miller reassured him that they are just being as 
careful as possible. She was asked if the public is consulted beforehand, referring to recent comments by Chief 
Gloade. Miller said that this was the first time in its 30 year history that anyone has asked for consultation about 
glyphosate spraying, but they are now having conversations with Chief Gloade and another chief. 

Connolly asked about possible effect on other organisms that had been cited in previous interviews, e.g. on 
amphibians and bacteria. She said that there has been a lot of misinformation in social media, but they take their 
directions from Health Canada. 

Connolly asked “wouldn’t it be less controversial if there was a more open process about approval?” Miller said 
that was a valid comment, but noted that glyphosate has been used routinely for a long time. Isn’t Roundup 
restricted asked Connolly. “I saw it in Cosco” the Minister replied, “as well as in my local hardware store”. She said 
there are some restrictions on use on private properties but did not elaborate. 

Connolly commented that biologists have expressed concerns about creating conifer monocultures through the 
use of herbicides. She said that was not a concern and compared it to using glyphosate to control weeds in crops. 
The problem is the brush coming up after a clearcut; glyphosate is used to set it back, allowing the conifers to get 
ahead. Later on the forest develops normally she says, broadleaf species still coming in. 



Two managed woodlots in Nova Scotia, the herbicide 
option at left: it’s poorly adapted to climate change and 
more flammable and much less supportive of 
biodiversity than the multi-aged, mixed woodlot at right. 
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Well I’ve seen an awful lot of even aged conifer stands with only an occasional red maple or aspen amidst them. 
Compared to the mixed Acadian forest that develops normally on our landscapes, these conifer stands are clearly 

- more flammable 

- poorly adapted to climate change 

- much less supportive of biodiversity 

These are factors which you would hope enters into the discussions of herbicide use somewhere or another. Chief 
Bob Gloade has done us all a favour by raising such issues. 
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“Forest Bathing” in Nova Scotia 

Posted on September 15, 2016 by admin 

An AP article by Beth J Hapaz in Japan Today describes “forest bathing” as mindful 
walks in the woods. “It’s the practice of immersing yourself in nature to improve your 
well-being, and interest in the concept is growing, with spas, resorts, retreat centers, 
gardens and parks offering guided “forest bathing” experiences.” 

Trout Point Lodge in Kemptville, Nova Scotia is cited as one place amongst others in 
Japan, the USA and Dominica, where people will travel to for such experiences. View 
article injapantoday.com. 

I know many Nova Scotians who do such bathing without calling it such, but they don’t 
do it in clearcuts! 
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Natural Resources Minister responds to Harold Alexander 

Posted on September 15, 2016 by admin 


Digby Co. forester Harold Alexander is travelling to Finland to look at how they deal with forest management on 
public and private land, figuring we have lessons to learn. But NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines thinks things are just 
fine as they are. “What we’re doing is what has been the accepted practice in the oldest part of North America to 
be settled. The people who have this private land have had it back to the land grants [from] 400 years [ago]. 
They’ve done an excellent job of stewarding the land.”Nor does he think 
the amount of clearcutting going on now is excessive. “I think we’d have to 
clear cut the entire province once a week,” he said. “We have lot of 
wilderness, lots of uncut areas in the province.” View CBC News. 

Hang on to your hats folks. 



Share this: 


# n g* 


Related 

CBC Information morning on Forestry 
Changes 

September to, 2016 
In "clearcuts" 


Digby area foresters look to Finland to 
address issues in NS forestry 
September 9, 2016 
In "clearcuts" 


Looking after Nova Scotia's Crown land 
garden 

March 6, 2017 
In "Acadian Forest" 


This entry was posted in clearcuts, NSDNR. Bookmark the permalink. 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Proudly powered by WordPress. 


nsforestnotes.ca/2016/09/15/natural-resources-minister-responds-to-harold-alexander/ 


1/1 




12/27/2019 


If ever we needed rain... I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Can we manage our forests to benefit all 
Nova Scotians and all species? 


If ever we needed rain... 

Posted on September 14, 2016 by admin 

It just rained intensively for about 20 minutes, then stopped. I wish it would last as a drizzle for 3+ days. We 
expect fires in the spring in Nova Scotia, but large fires have been rare in the fall. 


Nova Scotia’s Largest Fires 
(1990 to present) 

1. June 13, 2008: Porters Lake/Lake Echo,Halifax C0.21 km 
perimeter, more than 50 agencies involved in response, 5,000 
evacuated, 2 houses lost, no fatalities. 1925 ha 

2. April 28, 1999: Woods Harbour, Shelburne Co. 810 ha 

3. May 20, 2003: Wallace Lake, Shelburne Co. 795 ha 

4. April 29, 2009: Spryfield, Halifax Co. 681 ha 

5. June 12,1992: Goff s, Halifax Co. 595 ha 
Source: http://novascotia.ca/natr/forestprotection/ 
wildfire/media-guide/fire-info. asp 



Bum Restrictions for 14/09/2016 2:00:00 pm to 15/09/2016 2:0000 

NSDNR fire hazard for Sep 14-15 


Typically, spring fires burn only a few millimeters into the the soil. It’s 

the above ground vegetation that provides the fuel, before the deciduous trees leaf out and reduce flammability. 


After a prolonged drought, the soil can be bone dry through a large part 
of the organic and root-rich surface horizons. When the roots and 
organic matter in those horizons catch fire, the fire is both more difficult 
to control and much more damaging than when just the surface of the 
soil burns. Such was case with the Keji-area fire in August. 



Wetland in Halifax Co. that normally has standing water 
was bone dry in mid-Sep 2016 


Now, the droughty weather is extending into the fall. I don’t like to think 
about the possibilities if it continues into October past leaf fall... The 
largest, most devastating forest fire in the Maritimes occurred in early 
October of 1825. “The Great Miramichi Fire [was a] massive forest fire 
(or series of fires) which devastated forests and communities throughout 

much of northern New Brunswick in October 1825. It ranks among the three largest forest fires ever recorded in 
North America.” ( Wikepedia) 


Of course we have the advantage today of sophisticated monitoring and 
rapid response, and I have a lot of confidence of NSDNR in this regard. 

But we all need to be cognizant of the situation and stay out of the woods when so advised by NSDNR, however 
difficult that may be. 
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Camp fire on Jack Pine barrens on Halifax south 
mainland: not smart anytime! 
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In awe of mature forest in Nova Scotia 


Posted on September 12, 2016 by admin 


Zak Metcalfe, writing in the CH, expresses feelings so many of us feel when we walk through a mature or old 
growth forest, now so rare in Nova Scotia. 

The sensation of stepping into a forest of relative maturity is 
difficult to mistake. The ground is softer somehow, often thick 
with roots growing through the soil-like arteries. The canopy is 
dense without a ray of wasted sunlight; wherever an 
exceptionally tall tree has fallen, a brood of spruce trees throw 
eagerly to fill the void. And the trees themselves are magnificent, 
towering and some so thick it takes several people to reach 
around them. 


Snag in mature forest at Mt. Uniacke 


Zak speaks about the woodland on Mt. Uniacke Estate. Read more from 


ZM. 


I had very much the same feelings when I visited Uniacke Estate only a few weeks ago. I hiked with my grandkids 
on the trail around the drumlin. It’s so great to be able to share with them more of the forest my generation 
experienced in our youths. They were in awe. 
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Old Forest Conservation Science Conference Oct 19-21, 2016 

Posted on September 11,2016 by admin 


The Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute is holding an Old Forest Conservation 
Science Conference at the Debert Hospitality Centre, Nova Scotia on October 
i9th-2ist, 2016. 

Conference topics include: 

- Research, monitoring and stewardship 

- Private land conservation 

- First Nations perspective 

- Old forest associated species 

- Climate change 

- Social science perspectives 

- Technology and remote sensing 

- Urban forests 

- Restoration 

Click on poster image at right and visit MTRI website for more details 
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This a.m in the news: Defending clearcuts, Concerns about spraying, and More clearcuts near 
protected spaces 

Posted on September 10, 2016 by admin 

Two letters in the CH today argue that all is well. “Woodlot owners are well on their way to 
making Nova Scotia the greenest forest constituency in North America.” says Kingsley 
j Brown, President, Nova Scotia Landowners and Forest Fibre Producers Association, South 
Side Harbour. 

Anthony Turner of Moser River compares clearcutting to harvesting a garden: I ask those opposed to clear cutting 
if they plant a vegetable garden and, when it is ripe and ready for harvest, do they selectively harvest it and revisit 
it in December, only to find it in varying states of rot and not so ascetically pleasing anymore? The same is true of 
forests that have created employment for our own and many other families, harvesting renewable resources our 
great creator has provided for us. It is unfortunate a few think we should leave them to the ravages of nature and 
not consider renewable management and utilization of the species.” See Voice of the People. 

On the other hand, an article in the LocalExpress today highlights the concerns people expressed at a forum 
meant to quay those concerns about spraying glyphosate on clearcuts. “Three experts defended the herbicide 
glyphosate as posing no risk to humans at a forestry forum in Truro on Wednesday night. Many of the 125 people 
in attendance weren’t buying it.” See LocalExpress. 

And an article in the Digby Courier reveals that “The Department of Natural Resources has proposed cutting 
forests up to the boundaries of 15 other protected spaces within Nova Scotia besides Kejimkujik National Park.” 

‘Seems the government is in a hurry to cut and spray before anyone else notices. 

UPDATE: The Mi’kmaq, who were not consulted about glyphosate use, noticed. “While Gloade [Millbrook Chief 
Bob Gloade] said his community does not fish, hunt, or gather food or traditional medicines on the land that will 
be sprayed directly, he’s concerned about possible watershed contamination and what impact it will have on 
wildlife in the area.” View Mi’kmaq want consultation on glyphosate use (Sep 8). Thank you, Chief Gloade. 

A segment on CBC’s Information Morning on Sep 13 presented some opposing views on glyphosate use. View 
Public concerns about herbicide use in Nova Scotia rising, though usage steady 
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CBC Information morning on Forestry Changes 

Posted on September 10, 2016 by admin 

In an 8 minute segment on CBC’s Information Morning yesterday (hosted by Don Connolly), Michael Gorman 
described some of the criticism that people he interviewed expressed about the way the province handles our 
forests. Nova Scotia Natural Resources Minister Lloyd Hines did not share the concerns. Below is an edited, 
partial transcript of the segment. 

Recent Changes 

Some of the changes that have come up over the last few months include 
backing off of FSC Certification, clearcuts planned close to Keji Park, the 
updated Natural Resource Strategy in which the commitment to reducing 
clearcutting to 50% on crown lands has been dropped; finally the approval 
for Northern Pulp and some other companies to spray glyphosates on 
clearcuts. The prevailing sentiment of the people Gorman talked to is that 
the government is not listening to the will of the people. One of the hallmarks 
when it was released was the amount of public consultation that went into it... 
thinking, 10 year strategy which reflected what people wanted. 

Wildlife biologist Bob Bancroft 

In particular, Bob is concerned about what changes in government policy mean for the western crown lands which 
the province purchased from Bowater in 2012. 

It’s clearing the way to flatten the last crown land that is available, V4 millon acres, given to a 
consortium of forest industry people. They couldn’t have done that under FSC now they are going 
to clearcut it, clean it all off, that will be the end of the crown land; then they will turn, they 
already are, to get woodland owners like myself to cash in their forests. 

Bob and others are concerned about the level of influence that large players in the industry have with the 
department, and that’s what’s driving some of these changes. 

Woodlot owner Jim Crooker 

Gorman talked to woodlot owner Jim Crooker of Queens County who agrees there is too much influence from the 
big players. He sees a bit of an irony in that because private woodlots owners are actually the majority landowners 
in the province. 

We have absolutely no say at all. If I go in the woods and cut some logs, I have to take just 
whatever they can give me or they don’t want it at all...we have totally zero say in the resources 
and private woodlot owners own about 60% of it...and produce more than 60% of the wood fiber 
in Nova Scotia. 



of the Natural Resource Strategy 
the government had a forward- 


nsforestnotes .ca/2016/09/10/cbc-information-moming-on-forestry-changes/ 


1/3 








12/27/2019 


CBC Information morning on Forestry Changes I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Basically they are the mercy of what mills are willing to pay. 

NSDNR Minister Lloyd Hines responds 

What does the government say about these concerns? Lloyd Hines, the Natural Resources Minister says that the 
changes we are seeing reflect changes in the industry. He knows there are people who are skeptical about the 
department but the decisions they are making are based on science,...jobs related to forestry, including the ones 
related to the big mills, are some of the best jobs available in rural Nova Scotia and so for that reason and some 
others the minister says nobody should question his departments commitment to managing the forestry. 

We understand what’s needed... we know what valuable resources it is... it has been contributing 
for 400 years and we want it to contribute for another 400 years. 

In regard to lifting the ban on spraying herbicide on crown land, the minister says he has yet to decide on that and 
if he does allow it, whether tax payers would fund the spraying. 

Digby Co. forester Harold Alexander 

Gorman got a call from Harold Alexander a forester in Digby Co. who has been at the job for 37 years. He and a 
small group are going to Finland to find out why Finland’s forestry industry which in many ways is similar to ours 
is so much more successful economically while continuing to be sustainable and healthy. He says that issues such 
as clearcutting are important, but the focus is on the wrong place. Alexander says that when you see a clearcut on 
crown land, it has been approved by government because there are regulations for cutting on crown land, but not 
so on private land. People can clear it however the choose. He says a lot of private land is being cleared because 
people who don’t want to work the land are content to take contractors come along and offer them. Repeatedly the 
province says it can’t tell private landowners what they can do. Alexander thinks that’s a copout...long after they 
are gone from this earth, their land will remain. He says addressing clearcutting will take a combination of 
incentives for better management and regulations. 

The politicians are scared to death to tell woodlot owners that you can’t have somebody come and 
cut your land from one end to the other... a huge big part of the clearcutting going on in Nova 
Scotia is on small private forests. The incentive is contractors and big companies putting money in 
woodlot owners pockets, in their bank accounts. 

Alexander says his group invited to Natural Resources for an official to join them on their trip to Finland, but the 
offer wasn’t accepted. Alexander thinks if a similar system to that in Finland could be implemented here which 
would involve organizing private landowners, it could mean up to 30,000 new jobs and millions of dollars more 
injected into the economy which is largely rural based where the jobs are desperately needed. The plan is to bring 
what they have learned to private woodlot owners in hopes that it will encourage better management practices, 
and perhaps also convince the government to get behind their efforts. 

LINKS 

Finland vs Nova Scotia. 

Slide presentation by Harold Alexander to Local Prosperity Conference 2015, gives some comparative stats for 
Nova Scotia and Finland. 
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Government flip-flop on FSC Certification a major step backwards for public forests” 
EAC, March 2016 


Proposed clear cut near Kejimkujik National Park concerns environmentalists 
CBC Aug 19, 2016 

Not just Keji - DNR proposing clearcuts near more protected spaces in Nova Scotia 
Digby Courier, Sep 9, 2016 


Goal to reduce clear-cutting, whole-tree harvesting abandoned: author 
CH Aug 31, 2016 

Evaluation of Glyphosate get’s political in N.S. 

Post on this website, Sep 3, 2016. 
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Digby area foresters look to Finland to address issues in NS forestry 

Posted on September 9, 2016 by admin 

A small group of foresters from the Digby area including Harold Alexander 
“who has worked the woods in Digby County for more than 30 years, and 
four other will travel to Finland. The group will attempt to learn why that 
country’s forestry well outpaces the performance of ours, yet remains 
sustainable and preserves healthy forests, all with a fairly similar split 
between private and public land.” Wow. Citizens frustrated by the lack of 
real leadership in NSDNR and in successive governments look for 
guidance elsewhere. At least we should be thankful they won’t be stopped 
at the Halifax airport. View CBC Report. 

On an Information Morning audio , CBC’s Michael Gorman explores recent criticism of the way the province 
handles its forests. The audio includes interviews with wildlife biologist Bob Bancroft, foresters Jim Crooker and 
Harold Alexander (featured in the article cited above), and DNR Minister Lloyd Hines. Crooker says that small 
woodlot owners are at the mercy of the big players. Minister Hines is unfazed by criticism of his department and 
insists that DNR’s decisions are science based. 
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Evaluation of Glyphosate get’s political in N.S... 

Posted on September 3, 2016 by admin 



Not to be outpaced by N.B. (view previous post), now the science of the effects of glyphosate 
related to spraying forest land has entered the arena in Nova Scotia. “Nova Scotia’s top 
medical official says herbicide concerns are ill-founded” (CBC Report). 


Raymond Plourde pointed out the obvious: “You don’t need to spray if you don’t clear cut....Working with a more 
natural stand of forest with a constant canopy would solve the problem, he said.” We might say that is an issue of 
Ecosystem Health; not to mention effects of glyphosate and the inert carriers on health of soil organisms and our 
gut microbiota. 


In late August, the province approved the applications of Northern Pulp and five other companies to spray more 
than 2,600 hectares of woodland with VisionMax, a herbicide containing the active ingredient glyphosate. - 
LocalXpress, Aug 31, 2016. 


Robert Devet compiled some stats on the extent of spraying back to 2001 - see article in Nova Scotia Advocate. 
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Progress Report did not highlight key priorities in NSDNR Business Plan 

Posted on September 2, 2016 by admin 

It’s curious (and concerning) that the recently released Progress Report on the 2011-2020 Natural Resources 
Strategy and the related Press Release dwell on feel-good items such as the Community Forest, establishing a 
Forest Biodiversity Science Advisory Committee and a new forest operating agreement with Mi’kmaq but fail to 
mention the first two of five priorities for forests cited under the NSDNR Business plan for 2016-2017: 

- Complete projects to assess the current state of Provincial 
fibre supply/cost and identify/qualify target markets for 
biorefinery products, in collaboration with provincial, federal 
and private sector partners. 

— In collaboration with other government departments and 
agencies, engage with targeted companies to attract biorefinery investment to Nova Scotia. 

It’s concerning because biorefinery products, such as “green” biofuels and plastics, biochemicals and the like, may 
involve “value-added technologies” but do not require high value forests as feedstocks. Pretty well any biomass 
will do, and the cheaper the better. That’s not good for sustainability of our forest biodiversity, which doesn’t feel 
so good. It’s also doubtful that we would be competitive in this arena without major concessions, or remain 
competitive once the most cheaply harvested (i.e. readily clearcut) feedstocks are gone. 

And it’s concerning because NSDNR is being less than forthright about its real priorities. 
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Oldest known Pine Tree fossils are in NS! 

Posted on September 2, 2016 by admin 


Our tall pines were once reserved for the British Navy, but did even they know 
that “Nova Scotia can lay claim to the oldest known pine tree fossils, which date 
back to the time of the dinosaurs”?... “After examining the remains of charred 
twigs found in a gypsum quarry near Windsor, N.S., Howard Falcon-Lang, Viola 
Mages and Margaret Collinson—researchers in the department of Earth sciences 
at Royal Holloway, University of London—determined the fossils to be around 
140 million years old.” View Canadian Geographic post. 
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Evaluation of Glyphosate get’s political in N.B... 

Posted on September 2, 2016 by admin 



“New Brunswick’s chief medical officer of health was working on a study of the controversial 
herbicide glyphosate when she was put on leave, CBC News has learned... The International 
/ Agency for Research on Cancer, a branch of the World Health Organization, deemed 
glyphosate “probably carcinogenic to humans” earlier this year. In a letter to Bass River 
resident Ann Pohl in August, Cleary said she and her staff concurred with the IARC finding and would look into 
it...” View CBC Report. Also view Glyphosate Battles. 
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Bruce Maclnnon on Clearcuts 

Posted on September 2, 2016 by admin 

CH award-winning editorial cartoonist Bruce Maclnnon depicts the 
Premier giving Nova Scotia forests a haircut, this following the comments 
by Donna Crossland reported in the CH earlier in the week. View Cartoon. 

It wasn’t the first Maclnnon editorial cartoon related to forestry this year: 
view 2016-05-18 (related to illegal cutting) | 2016-03-02 (related to 
Petition to close wood fibre power plant 
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“No buyer for idle pellet plant in Middle Musquodoboit” 

Posted on September 1,2016 by admin 


“Vancouver-based Viridis Energy owns the plant through its subsidiary, Scotia 
Atlantic Biomass Company Limited, and in July decided it was no longer worth 
operating...But the wood pellet industry as a whole is hurting. The long- 
anticipated European growth in demand for pellets has simply fizzled out.” View 
CH article. The article makes no mention of European plans to discount wood as 
a green energy source for electricity. 

Photo by Tom Bruton 
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Goal to reduce clear-cutting, whole-tree harvesting abandoned: author 

Posted on August 31,2016 by admin 

So reads the title of a front page article in the Sept l print version of the CH following an interview with Donna 
Crossland. She was a co-author, with Bob Bancroft, of Restoring the Health of Nova Scotia’s Forests, a Panel of 
Expertise Report for the Natural Resources Strategy 2010 process. The 
article gives some of the history of that process and the followup. Amongst 
the consequences of failing to significantly reduce clear cutting are likely 
declines in species that rely on continuous forest land for survival such as 
marten and fishers, and more stress on salmon and trout. “If ever there 
was a time for Nova Scotians to cry out over the destruction of forests and 
wildlife habitat—it is now” says Crossland. View CH article & UPDATE 

NSDNR minister Lloyd Hines responded to this article in a letter to the CH on Sep 6. “...Nova 
Scotians asked for a change in the way we manage Crown land and that we base decisions on science that takes 
into account all aspects of forests. We are delivering on this and providing transparency and accountability in 
decision-making... ” 

There are two other letters relating to our forests and forestry on the same day 

- Elmer M. MacKay, Lome: “May I, as a person who has a life-long connection with forests, offer an ancient 
comment on the crisis affecting our woodlands? 

Consider Demosthenes’ advice when asked what was to be done about the decline of Athens. His reply: “I will give 
what I believe is the fairest and truest answer: don’t do what you are doing now.” 

- Jim O’Brien, Baddeck: “...Since premier Robert Stanfield sold Nova Scotia’s forests to Stora Kopparberg of 
Sweden, every Nova Scotia government, right, left or centre, has pursued and often subsidized (research suggests 
up to a billion dollars) destructive forest practices...” 
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Dubious claim: forest harvests in Nova Scotia are aligned with nature-based requirements 

Posted on August 27, 2016 by admin 

“We have now developed tools that ensure that all harvest treatments 
are aligned with the nature-based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands.” 

- Statement under Goal 13 in the Five-year Progress Report on the 2011- 
2020 Natural Resources Strategy released Aug 16, 2016. 

I’m sorry, I wish it were true, but I don’t buy it. Read why 

Two woodlots in Nova Scotia: are harvests on both 
“aligned with the nature-based requirements of Nova 
Scotia’s lands?” 
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NSDNR’s nature-based forestry 

/I lot has happened since this page was first drafted in 2016. See Report from the Independent Review of Forest 
Practices in Nova Scotia released (Post, Aug 21, 2018), and the Report and Updates 

The page is retained as-is stood in May of 2017 because it illustrates some of the context for the Independent 
Review. 

Developments related to the Independent Review can be viewed under Post Categories Independent Review, and 
Ind Rev Post-Report, and in the section Independent Review. 

Also, Social Media Posts, initiated on Jan 16, 2019 illustrate some of the public perceptions of what has changed 
or not changed since the Independent Review was released. The section In the News was begun on June 11, 2019. 

-dp Aug 14, 2019 


“We have now developed tools that ensure that all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature- 
based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands.” - Statement under Goal 13 in the Five-year Progress Report on 
the 2011-2020 Natural Resources Strategy released Aug 16, 2016 by NSDNR. 

I wish it were true, but I don’t buy it. Here’s why. 

Statements by NSDNR are highlighted by brown text. 

TRIAD ZONING 

Four levels will characterize forest management intensities: 

-forest conservation reserves; 

- extensively managed forests; 

- intensively managed forests; and 

-forest conversions. 

From Nova Scotia’s Code of Forest Practice (Aug 2012) 

Comment: Although not explicitly stated as such, this directive, excluding forest conversions which take land out 
of forestry, involves the application of “triad zoning” to the overall management of NS forests. 

—>Key question #1: 
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What percentage of Nova Scotia’s forested lands does NSDNR envisage in each of the 
three forest management categories (conservation reserves, extensively managed, 
intensively managed)? 

Here is why that percentage important: in various renditions of triad zoning, extensive forest management is the 
largest percentage, typically 50% or higher; reserves and intensive blocks are embedded in an extensively 
managed landscape. If we are following conventions from which the concepts of “management levels” were drawn, 
we would be simulating natural disturbance regimes on 50% or more of the harvested landscape. So what are the 
disturbance regimes? 


FREQUENT & INFREQUENT STAND DISTURBANCE 
From Nova Scotia’s Code of Forest Practice (Aug 2012): 


1.1.5 Extensive forest lands will be managed for resource production using techniques that mimic 
natural disturbances and sustain natural ecosystem structure and function. Management 
strategies will be based on the provincial Forest Ecosystem Classification (FEC). 


->Key question #2: 

Of the lands that NSDNR envisages belong in the Extensive 
Management category, what percentage is subject naturally to 
Frequent Stand Initiating Disturbance Regimes and what 
percentage to Infrequent Stand Initiating Disturbance 
Regimes? 

The answer according to NSDNR: 

Infrequent and/or gap disturbance regimes are dominant on 

51% of the landbase and develop forest associations typical of the 
Acadian Forest. These forests of red spruce, hemlock, white pine, sugar 
maple, beech, and yellow birch originate or establish from successional 
processes started by an infrequent or rare stand initiating disturbance. 

They are maintained as uneven-aged forests by gap disturbances in the 
canopy until the next stand initiating disturbance. Frequent disturbance regimes are 
dominant on 43% of the landbase and develop forest associations of balsam fir, black spruce, 
white spruce, jack pine, red pine, white pine, white birch, and red maple. Whether due to edaphic 
site conditions or disturbances (fire, insects, wind) these forests are predominantly even-aged and 
unlikely to succeed to longer-lived late successional associations of the Acadian Forest. The 
remaining six per cent of the landbase has edaphic site conditions that severely limit tree growth 
and develop the open serai vegetation communities associated with barrens, sparsely treed bogs 
and swamps, rockland, and severely exposed sites. 

- Mapping Nova Scotia’s Natural Disturbance Regimes 
Report FOR 2008-5 Ecosystem Management Group 
Forestry Division, Truro, Nova Scotia 
April 2008 



Private woodlot managed to simulate 
natural disturbance regime in the Acadian 
Forest 
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Thus, by the logic of NSDNR, harvesting systems that simulate Frequent Disturbance Regimes, i.e. 
clearcutting, would be appropriate on 43% of the landbase, while harvesting systems that 
simulate Infrequent and/or Gap Disturbance Regimes would be appropriate on 51% of the 
landbase. It’s partly on this basis that the goal of a 50% reduction in clearcutting was rationalized: 

Currently, 96 per cent of all forested lands are harvested by clearcutting. An ecosystem-based 
analysis of the province’s forests showed that about 50 per cent of these lands are suited for uneven- 
aged management, or non-clearcutting. The policy framework set a target for reducing clearcutting 
to no more than 50 per cent of all harvests. The target, to be phased in over five years, will be set in 
regulation. - p 42 in The Path We Share A Natural Resources Strategy for Nova Scotia 2011-2020 

Yet NSDNR has backed away from defining a percentage figure for clearcuts and most harvests continue to be 
clearcuts while the province claims that “all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature-based requirements of 
Nova Scotia’s lands”. 

HOW SOUND IS THE SCIENCE UNDERLYING NSDNR ESTIMATES OF THE PROPORTION OF THE 
LANDBASE DOMINATED BY FREQUENT DISTURBANCE REGIMES? 

On top of the considerations above that indicate there is an over-representation of even-aged 
management compared to NSDNR’s estimates of the percentage of Frequent Disturbance Regimes 
on the Nova Scotian landscape, it is unlikely that NSDNR’s estimate of that percentage (43%) 
would stand up to peer review. That estimate is given in a NSDNR 2008 document Mapping Nova Scotia’s 
Natural Disturbance Regimes). This document has not been subject to a rigorous, independent external review as 
would occur, for example, if it were submitted for publication in a reputable scientific journal. 

An internal review of an earlier version of the document revealed by a FOIPOP concluded: 

The conclusion that nearly 50% of our provincial forested landscape is prone to frequent stand 
initiating disturbances is very questionable. - DNR_internal_critique “Obtained through Freedom of 
Information Request to NSDNR, July, 2006” Accessed at www.novascotiaforests.ca, 2 Dec, 2013 

An external review conducted by two academics from Maine and five from Nova Scotia on the 2007 version of this 
document is reported in Appendix A of a 2012 document “Review of Stora Enso Port Hawkesbury’s Forest 
Management Practices in the Context of Forest Stewardship Council Certification^ It raises many questions about 
the 2007 document, most of them not addressed in the final 2008 document, e.g. it notes: 

It seems that many of the references cited, or the way in which they are used, are out of context 
and potentially misleading. There is on overall impression of credible arguments not being made, 
and of inappropriate (or lacking) citations in support of key assertions. It is apparent that a 
limited portion of the literature is being mined to support a view that it is appropriate, from a 
management perspective, to largely ignore the ecological conditions of the past - particularly in 
terms of dominant forest types and the environmental dynamics and other factors that allowed 
them to self-organize. This is especially the case of forest-community types dominated by relatively 
tolerant, late-successional species of trees, and of the role of gap-phase microdisturbance as an 
important factor affecting older stands. The approach used is not credible. 
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In short, NSDNR is vague about its application of Triad Zoning to management of Nova Scotia forests and is 
clearly not adhering to conventions associated with this approach. Clearcutting still accounts for a much larger 
proportion of harvests - 86% of crown lands in 2014 - than the proportion of the landscape naturally subject to 
Frequent Stand Initiating Disturbances, even by their own inflated estimate of that proportion (43%). 

The claim that “that all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature-based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands” 
is simply not credible. 


View also 

■ Impacts of forestry in Nova Scotia on conservation of biodiversity: Concerns and Questions 

A Submission to Nova Scota Department of Natural Resources From the Conservation Committee of the 
Halifax Field Naturalists, April 26, 2017. “In this document, we express our understanding or impressions of 
and raise specific questions related to the nature and extent of clearcutting/even-aged management in Nova 
Scotia, the policies, the science underlying those policies and some of the impacts on biodiversity.” The 
concerns and questions focus on three areas: 

- Landscape level impacts of forestry practices on biodiversity 

- Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

- Soil acidification and losses of calcium 

■ Reviews and Comments on Neily, P.D.et al, 2007. Forest disturbance ecology in Nova Scotia. 
Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources (draft). 

On EAC Website. Includes internal review cited above. The 2007 version differed little from the final version 
(i.e. there was little response to the reviews). 

■ Review of Stora Enso Port Hawkesbury’s Forest Management Practices in the Context of Forest 
Stewardship Council Certification 

Ecology Action Center, 2007. Read pp 4-7 for a summary of the internal reviews cited above. 

■ Natural disturbance regimes in northeastern North America—evaluating silvicultural systems 
using natural scales and frequencies 

Robert S Seymour et al. 2002. Forest Ecology and Management 155: 357-36. “Many scientists and foresters 
have begun to embrace an ecological, natural disturbance paradigm for management, but lack specific 
guidance on how to design systems in ways that are in harmony with natural patterns. To provide such 
guidance, we conducted a comprehensive literature survey of northeastern disturbances, emphasizing papers 
that studied late-successional, undisturbed, or presettlement forests...Widespread application of single-cohort 
silviculture on rotations of under too years thus creates a landscape that has no natural precedent for the types 
of forests we reviewed. Management that deliberately produces such stands thus cannot claim to be emulating 
natural disturbances, as in the common industrial situation where multiple, short rotations are planned, or 
where such stands dominate the landscape. Furthermore, basing regeneration rates on natural disturbance 
frequencies alone (e.g. 1% per year), without accounting for the scale of the disturbance, greatly oversimplifies 
the natural pattern where landscape-level, stand-replacing disturbances are much rarer than small, within- 
stand patches. If we ignore this relationship between space and time, then management activities might have 
negative consequences on landscape structure.[Example cited],..The long-term consequence is an unnatural 
landscape that becomes homogenized in both time and space.” 

This key paper on forest disturbance in the NE is not cited in NSDNR’s Mapping Nova Scotia’s Natural 
Disturbance Regimes Report FOR 2008-5 
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■ How much forestry in Nova Scotia maintains mixed, multi-aged Acadian forest? 

Post, Jan 23, 2017. Not much. 8.3% in 2014 

■ What’s a clearcut and what’s not a clearcut in Nova Scotia? 

Post, Jan 23, 2017. Under the federal forestry classification, all cutting for even-aged management is classified 
as clearcut, not in Nova Scotia. 

■ Has clearcutting on Crown land in Nova Scotia increased or decreased? 

Post, Jan 22, 2017. Clearcutting has increased in total area, while the % clearcut (versus partial cut) has 
declined. NSDNR likes to mention the latter, not the former. 

■ South Shore Rossignol, St. Margarets Bay, North Mountain Forest Management Plan (Aug 2015) 
Illustrates decisions based on Frequent Disturbance assumption. 

■ Triad Zoning 
Page on this website 

■ Impacts of forestry in Nova Scotia on conservation of biodiversity: Concerns and Questions 
A Submission to Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources From the Conservation Committee of the 
Halifax Field Naturalists Apr 19, 2017 

■ Restoring the Health of Nova Scotia’s Forests 

A panel of expertise report on forests by Bob Bancroft and Donna Crossland to the steering panel for the Nova 
Scotia Natural Resources Strategy 2010 process. See in particular pages 1-11 for comments on NSDNR’s 
interpretation of natural disturbance regimes and its impact on the stateb of our forests. This report was widely 
applauded, the Steering Panel adopted most of their recommendations, and then NDP Minister of Natural Resources John 
MacDonell promised fundamental change. Within 6 months, however, Premier Dexter shifted MacDonell to another Dept, 
and the Bancroft/Crossland Report was tacitly shelved in favour of an alternative, industrial forestry-oriented Report by 
Jon Porter. Four years later the new Liberal government hired Porter as the executive director of the NSDNR’s renewable 
resources branch. Regardless, this report still says a lot about the current state of our forests (just add 6 more years of 
extensive clearcutting and the “biomess”) and where we should be headed. Also see the Research Addendum. 

■ Nova Scotia’s Fiery Past: Why early wildfires ignited by our ancestors should not justify 
modern clearcutting practices 

Guest post by Donna Crossland on Medway Community Forest website, Sep. 4, 2015. “The harvest practice of 
clearcutting more closely mimics a stand-replacement wildfire event (although the effects are not identical), while partial 
harvests emulate small blow downs or tree mortality caused by insects or diseases. Thus you can see why it is important to 
accurately define the natural disturbance dynamics that characterize Acadian forests.” 

■ Push reset button on N.S. forestry policy 

Dale Smith in CH, Jul 8, 2016. “There is an old saying about not being able to see the forest for the trees, in 
essence that details can obscure the big picture...” 

■ Diversity may be forestry’s future 

CH, 2012. Reporter Aaron Beswick interviewed Wade Prest. “For the first time in 50 years, we have an 
opportunity to do something different with our forests,” said Wade Prest while walking his Mooseland woodlot 
in July [2012], “But it would take an awful lot of willpower and foresight at the political level to change our 
course... “The Department of Natural Resources has been trying to force boreal forest conditions upon our 
woodlands to provide softwood for pulp and paper needs,” said Prest, who began working at a sawmill at 12 
years of age. But what we had here and could have here again is the Acadian forest, a more complicated 
mixture of long-lived softwoods and hardwoods that in the long run could provide for a healthier sawmilling 
industry and habitat for wildlife at the same time.” 
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■ What lichens and lichenologists can and sometimes cannot tell us 

Post on this website, “...the case for expanding the protective zone around boreal felt lichen in Nova Scotia 
from 100 to 500 meters, which NSDNR apparently opposes, is much better supported by peer reviewed, 
published scientific research than the case for clearcutting a large proportion of Nova Scotia forests, which 
NSDNR advocates.” 
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Woodland spraying on hold, for now 

Posted on August 25, 2016 by admin 




“Northern Pulp applied to government for permits to spray more than 1,300 hectares of 
woodlands in Colchester and Halifax counties. The aerial and ground herbicidal spray 
j program was tentatively scheduled to begin on Thursday but the Environment Department 
hasn’t granted approval.” Read full story in LocalXpress; Also Glyphosate Battles (posted 


Aug 7, 2016); Party Wars and EAC (Aug 26) 
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for Natural Resources Strategy questions government’s 

“A member of an expert panel struck to assess how Nova Scotia’s Department of 
Natural Resources was managing the province’s forests, minerals, parks and 
biodiversity says the provincial government is not honouring its commitments to 
those resources... 

I think the government has stepped away from its commitments to have a 
much more balanced approach. - Alan Shaw 

But Shaw said the greatest loss may not be to Nova Scotia’s resources, but to 
people’s faith in government.” View CBC report | Global News 


Member of Steering Panel 
commitment 

Posted on August 25, 2016 by admin 


A Natural Balance 

MortitO l w m r< Nwm ScMa't Natural Itmrca Strategy 
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Celebrating Yellow Birch 

Posted on August 22, 2016 by admin 


Yesterday I attended the dedication of a new NS Nature Trust property on 
Partridge Island in Parrsboro. (View Press Release.) The presence of a healthy 
stand of 70% yellow birch is a celebrated feature of the property and the island. 

Retired DNR forest pest specialist Bob Guscott told us that it likely dates from the 
birch dieback of the 1930’s and 40’s or perhaps earlier. He said such stands are 
now unusual on Nova Scotia islands, and even on the mainland near the coast. I 
have viewed a significant coastal stand in the Ship Harbour area (Eastern Shore), 
another in a sheltered coastal area of the Bay of Fundy, and some very large yellow 
birch on Troop Island (which clearly date from before the die-off)--, but ‘agreed, 
they are not common, especially on the islands. 




Guides at Partridge Island: John Calder, geologist; 
Gerald Gloade, Mi’kmaq educator; Bob Gusott, 
forester; Karen McKendry from NS Nature Trust on 
birds 


Dedication of Partridge Island, Aug 21, 
2016 at Ottawa House, Parrsboro 

Gerald Gloade, artist, educator and 
Mi’kmaw storyteller at the Mi’kmawey 

Debert Cultural Center told us that Partridge Island is a traditional 
gathering place for the Mi’kmaq. It was called Wa’so’q, meaning heaven, 
so named because it provided for all of their needs. (His family was 
forcibly removed from the area.) The many Mi’kmaq uses of yellow birch 
range from twine and thongs and snowshoes to medicine, and in more 
recent years hockey sticks including the oldest known hockey stick! . 


Shipbuilders liked yellow birch 

which is very rot resistant in seawater and especially sought curved 
pieces for the keel. Two-hundred and fifty-two wooden vessels were 
built in Parrsboro and this town supported a strong sawmill industry 
into the 1960s. Then, as one resident put it, the land was clearcut in 25 
years (following the deals with pulp and paper giants) and it’s now on its 
2nd clearcut. Today, big yellow birch are far and few between and are 
further threatened by even shorter rotations under biomass forestry. 

But yesterday was about celebration. I hope that the photos convey some 
of the aura of this magnificent tree and that one day, it will again have 
the prominence it had in days past. (Click on photos for larger 
versions .) 



2nd successive clearcut in Cumberland Co. viewed in 
Aug 2016. 
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Yellow birch stand on Partridge 
Island, Aug 21,2016 


Yellow birch stand on Eastern 
Shore, Ship Harbour area, Sep 24, 
2012 



Yellow Birch, Sand River Valley, 

Raven Head, Aug 2016. Here the 
bark has the yellow hue implied by its 
name. 



Yellow birch above the head of 
the tide in the Sand River 
Valley, Raven Head, Aug 2016 


Paper birch is fast-growing, showy, beloved of all; a tree of open sunny spaces that mixes with 
other sun-lovers, hates wet feet, lives fast and dies early. 

Yellow birch is chuncky, slow growing, a tree of damp, shady ravines, of swamps and rocky 
hillsides. It grows slow and dies old. For company it prefers other shade lovers like sugar maple, 
hemlock, red spruce and beech - that club of elites we call the Acadian Forest. Its bark is so rough 
and gnarly, especially on older trees, people hardly know it’s a birch. 

- Gary Saunders in My Life with Trees, Gaspereau Press, 2015 
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Yellow birch at Eatonville, Cape 
Chignecto, Aug 2016 



Yellow birch in woodlot of the late Wilf 
Creighton, Jul 22, 2012 Yellow birch in woodlot in Mt. Uniacke area, Aug 2016 





Yellow birch on Troop Island, St. 
Margaret’s Bay. Aug 2, 2009 


Yellow birch in old growth oak stand in 
Five Bridge Lakes Wilderness Area, Jul 
2009 
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Clearcut proposed near Keji 

Posted on August 20, 2016 by admin 



“Environmentalists are concerned about a proposed clear cut near the 
southeast border of Nova Scotia’s Kejimkujik National Park that comes 
close to a habitat for endangered turtles.” View CBC report | Annapolis Co. 
Spectator 
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EAC: Government kills key forestry commitments 

Posted on August 18, 2016 by admin 



A document released by the Ecology Action Centre documents key steps 
backwards in the Nova Scotia government’s commitments to the 2011- 
2012 Natural Resources Strategy for forestry as expressed in the 5-year 
update released 2 days ago. “The update indicated that DNR is ... 
developing a new Crown Land Forest Resource Management Policy that 
abandons the 2011 clearcutting reduction policy, allows continued whole- 
tree harvesting (harvesting tops and branches to feed biomass markets), 
may reinstate public funding for herbicide application and once again 

permit herbicide spraying on Crown lands. DNR has also abandoned plans to implement a provincial annual 
allowable cut.” View EAC document. 


dofit- 

The Path Wef^hare 

A Natural Resources Strategy for Nova Scotia 
2011-2020 
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Spruce Budworm on cue 

Posted on August 18, 2016 by admin 

From CBC report: 

With a spruce budworm infestation underway in 
neighbouring provinces, Nova Scotia will evaluate aerial 
spray options next week as it prepares for the pests arrival. 

“We think we’ve got two to five years,” says the province’s 
Natural Resources Minister Lloyd Hines. The Department 
of Natural Resources has been planning for an outbreak 
since 2014. The prospect got closer last month when a flight 
of spruce budworm moths from Quebec landed in northern 
New Brunswick... 

The anticipated outbreak is pretty well on cue (30-40 years between outbreaks), so one might wonder why such 
planning has not been integral to forest management policies since the end of the last outbreak (1983). 

“Tothill (1922) suggested that the forests could be made ‘budworm-proof for the future. He recognized it ‘would 
be wholly impracticable were it not for the fact that there is a period of about thirty years in which to bring it 
about...'” 

— Cited in Sandberg and Clancy, Against the Grain UBC Press, 2000. 

“Two essentials are indicated in forest management to ‘budworm-proof the forests. One is to develop mixed 
forests and reduce fir content especially on the mainland and the lowlands of Cape Breton. The other is to regulate 
harvesting so as to develop a broken distribution of age classes of softwoods and particularly in the fir forest of the 
Cape Breton Highlands. The rigid utilization of fir within its biological rotation age is essential but not at the 
expense of longer-rotation red spruce.” 

— Lloyd Hawboldt, NS Dept, of Lands and Forests, 1976. 

(Cited in Sandberg and Clancy, Against the Grain UBC Press, 2000.) 
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Nova Scotia's "Early Intervention Strategy" Warblers galore, spruce budworm & tweets 

for spruce budworm 35 years late June 2, 2018 
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The big weasel: NS Liberal version 

Posted on August 17, 2016 by admin 


Goal 13 in the five-year Progress Report on the 2011-2020 Natural 
Resources Strategy (released yesterday), labelled “Good Governance”, 
includes this statement: 

Five years ago, when we first released our strategy, we 
committed to some actions around clearcutting, whole-tree 
harvesting, and other forestry practices. Those commitments 
were based on our best information and intentions at the time. 
But times have changed. We’ve learned more. We now have a 
better understanding of what it means to take an ecosystem- 
based, landscape-scale approach to land management. 



Two woodlots in Nova Scotia: are harvests on both 
“aligned with the nature-based requirements of Nova 
Scotia’s lands?” 


In the strategy, for example, we committed to reducing clearcutting to no more than 50 per cent 
and to revisit the annual allowable cut (AAC). We understand now that the decision to clearcut (or 
not) has to be made in a larger context. In some areas, clearcutting will not have an impact on the 
total health of the forest — it may even improve it. In others, clearcutting could have a negative 
impact. We have now developed tools that ensure that all harvest treatments are aligned with the 
nature-based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands. 


The Dexter NDP Government’s approach to the clearcutting issue was to (i) move the DNR Minister who 
supported a real reduction in clearcutting to another portfolio (early 2011), and then (ii) in 2012 to define a 
clearcut in a way that the province actually met the goal of reducing clearcutting to 50% of all cuts (from over 
90%) instantaneously but without any real change. 


The current Liberal government hired a former Bowater manager as executive director of the NSDNR’s renewable 
resources branch (2014)... and now we have the claim that “all harvest treatments are aligned with the nature- 
based requirements of Nova Scotia’s lands.” 

Please tell the wildlife! Oh, and I look forward to publications by DNR scientific staff in peer reviewed scientific 
journals that document this remarkable achievement. 
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Ecologist’s perspective on the Keji-area fires 

Posted on August 17, 2016 by admin 


Hopefully the heavy rain over the last 24 hours has finally extinguished 
the fires in SW Nova Scotia. 

Donna Crossland, acting Ecologist for Parks Canada at Keji and on a 
team that has been fighting two of the fires, was interviewed on CBC 
today about the nature and effects of the fires. 

She said that in some cases, fires have burned right down to granite 
bedrock. Fires occurred at a time when the drought code (referring to 
topsoil) was highly elevated, so roots, duff, organic matter, and fungal 
networks burned... the foundation of our forests were very damaged. 

She said these fires were different from fires occurring at other times, e.g. in spring, which just burn the soil 
surface. The Keji-area fires burned deep in ground which made them difficult to extinguish: to make fire breaks 
they have to use heavy equipment to remove all combustible material down to bare mineral soil (see pic). 

The interviewer asked about the effects of the fires, citing a common refrain that such fires are good as they 
regenerate everything. Donna commented that is a common misconception about fires in our Acadian forest. It 
differs from the boreal forest which has a high frequency of wild fires. Fires were infrequent in the Acadian forest 
prior to European settlement, occurring perhaps every 500 years. This fire was very damaging, coming in an area 
subjected to many human-caused fires (after the Europeans arrived), and occurring in SW Nova Scotia which has 
some of the most nutrient-poor soils in eastern North America. She said that tree growth and recovery will be 
slowed... it will take a lot of time to re-establish fungal networks for example. Some areas could be set back to a 
heathland for a period. We will probably see some green-up within next 30 days, but it will be a long time to get 
back to shade tolerant trees such as hemlock and sugar maple in the most damaged areas. 

View print story 

Listen to audio of interview with Donna Crossland 

View Nova Scotia’s Fiery Past: Why early wildfires ignited by our ancestors should not justify modern clearcutting 
practices 

Postscript: later in the day fire restrictions were finally lifted: Travel and burning restrictions lifted for mainland 
Nova Scotia. 



“Fire break on the Seven Mile Lake fire made by heavy 
equipment to remove all combustible material down to 
bare mineral soil. (Donna Crossland)” Click on photo for 
CBC story. 
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Province issues Progress Report on the 2011-2020 Natural Resources Strategy. 

Posted on August 17, 2016 by admin 

Items related to Forestry cited in the Press Release: 

“The province has developed: 

— Atlantic Canada’s first Community Forest, a Crown land forest managed by local people to benefit the local 
economy 

— a government-supported Cape Breton Privateland Partnership, which helps landowners and forest- 
management contractors share best forest management practices 

— greater transparency by sharing natural resources data on publicly accessible websites 

...Upcoming initiatives include a new forest operating agreement with Mi’kmaq, a report on the state of the 
forests, and a new Crown Land Forest Resource Management Policy. 

To read the progress report, visit http://novascotia.ca/natr/strategy/ ” 

View 2011-2020 Strategy 

View some of what was recommended but not adopted in that strategy: Restoring the Health... 
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Oh Dear, “Europe Aims to Close Loophole on Wood Energy” 

Posted on August 16, 2016 by admin 


WWW.dimatecentral.org reports that “European officials are moving to close a 
loophole that promotes the burning of wood for electricity by an industry that’s 
felling American trees, and a new report they commissioned has laid bare the 
urgent need for reform.” The article refers to accounting errors that have allowed 
use of wood for bioenergy to be considered carbon neutral (except for energy used 
in manufacture and transport).” 

It’s too bad that the NS Departments of Natural Resources, Energy and 
photo by Tom Bruton Environment have not been ahead of this issue, instead lauding exports of wood 

pellets from NS (see listing under Nova Scotia Smart Energy Inventory), much of 
which goes into electricity generation e.g., in the U.K. In the meantime, 28,916 
individuals have signed a petition to Stop destroying Nova Scotia’s forests for biomass power generation. 

Thanks to N.W. and HFCfor highlighting the climatecentral.org report. 
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Forest Fire in Medway Communty Forest near Kejimkujik National Park 

Posted on August 8, 2016 by admin 

“The leader of a community co-operative that manages forest near Kejimkujik National Park says the forest fires 
burning since Thursday are a “tough hit,” but not unexpected...The part of the forest believed to have first caught 
fire had black spruce and balsam fir trees, similar to that of a boreal forest, co-op manager Mary Jane Rodger said 
Saturday.” View CBC News Aug 7, 2016. (However don’t buy DNR’s position that fires are natural over more than 
40% of the province and are simulated by clearcutting. See Nova Scotia’s Fiery Past: Why early wildfires ignited by 
our ancestors should not justify modern clearcutting practices.) 

Aug 10: More fires break out in southwestern Nova Scotia 

Aug 11: Forest fire near Kejimkujik burns entire Christmas tree farm 
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Glyphosate battles 

Posted on August 7, 2016 by admin 




In both Nova Scotia and New Brunswick concerns about spraying clearcuts with glyphosate 
herbicide have hit the news recently. Nova Scotia musician Dave Gunning is calling for the 
/ government to ban use of glyphosate because of its possible carcinogenic effects as well as 
“effects on honey bees and other critters of the wild” (view CH Aug 7, 2016), while in N.B. 


‘Stop Spraying New Brunswick’ blames deer population decline on herbicides (view Global news Aug 6, 2016). 


In Nova Scotia, the government stopped subsidizing herbicide use (chiefly glyphosate) and 
stopped its use on crown lands in 2010 but such practices continue in New Brunswick. In Nova 
Scotia, herbicide is still used on some privately owned lands. Recently Wagner Forest NS Ltd has 
applied to spray 500 ha in Cumberland, Pictou & Hants counties (re: a previous post) and 
Northern Pulp more than 1,300 hectares in Colchester and Halifax counties (LocalExpress, Aug 
10, 2016). 

The evidence for carcinogenic effects of glyphosate is not clear-cut, so to speak. Personally, I am more concerned 
about the effects of this widely used herbicide on our gut microflora which we now know play a critical role in our 
well-being (not to mention effects on soil microflora!). A couple of reviews in very reputable journals make the 
point: The gut microbiota: a major player in the toxicity of environmental pollutants? & Concerns over use of 
glyphosate-based herbicides and risks associated with exposures: a consensus statement. See also a recent review 
by Myers et al. (2016): Concerns over use of glyphosate-based herbicides and risks associated with exposures: a 
consensus statement. Of course our Nova Scotia Natural Resources scientific personnel are on top of it all, so we 
don’t need to worry. 

D. Charbonneau and J. Simpson wrote an excellent review/critique on FOREST HERBICIDES AS A 
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT TOOL: PERSPECTIVES ON THE FUTURE OF FOREST MANAGEMENT IN 
NOVA SCOTIA in 2010. They concluded: 

There are arguments in the literature both in favour of and against the use of herbicides in 
forestry. We suggest that if it is possible to obtain comparable stocking levels of commercial 
species without the use of herbicides, the principle of parsimony dictates that herbicides not be 
used. We feel that our preliminary results suggest that this is the case. Therefore, we recommend 
that the government cease to fund herbicide use in Nova Scotia, and consider banning their use on 
Crown land, as has been done in Quebec since 2001. 

The NS Government did just that in December of 2010. Now, in 2016, it is time to ban all use of herbicides in 
Nova Scotia forests. 



Dave Gunning 
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All is well, apparently, with Forest Biomass & Forest Harvesting in NS 

Posted on July 27, 2016 by admin 


NS Energy Minister Michel Samson reassured Peter Ritchie recently that “We 
recognize that the science around forest biomass carbon accounting is 
evolving” and that “harvest of primary forest products for all uses from Nova 
Scotia... remains within sustainable harvesting levels” See HFC post. 

Perhaps there should be a handout for visitors arriving by air explaining that 
“the clearcutting may look bad, but we assure you, it’s sustainable”. 

We might well remember that the last Cabinet Minister - the only one? - who 
said all is NOT well in forestry didn’t last long: 

From the CH June 6, 2010: 

“One thing I do want to make clear — the status quo isn’t good enough, 
so if anybody’s thinking we’re backpedalling on the strategy, we’re 
not. We’re going to try to find the kind of common sense part of this, 
but there’s going to have to be some changes,”saidMacDonell.”Isee this specifically in 
clearcutting. There’s too much of it, and with all respect to the technicians and everybody, we 
harvest about 100,000 acres a year, and damn near all of it is clearcutting. There’s not enough 
people in this room to convince me that that’s appropriate for 100,000 acres.” MacDonell stressed 
the importance of a provincial strategy that would consider the health of waterways, wildlife and 
forestry in the future. 

Premier Dexter moved John MacDonell out of DNR in January of 2011 replacing him with Charlie Parker... and 
the rest is same-old same-old as they say. 



2015 Aerial imagery of crown land in eastern 
Nova Scotia cut sometime before 2007. 


Share this: 


sr n g* 


Related 

Time for Nova Scotia Government to come 
clean on forest bioenergy feedstocks 
i9Mar20t9 
March 19, 2019 
In "Biomass" 


Islanders are asking the right questions 
about biomass heating 23N0V2019 
November 23, 2019 
In "Biomass" 


Don Wilson on Biodiversity in and for Nova 
Scotia 27July20l9 
July 27, 2019 
In "clearcuts" 


This entry was posted in Biomass, Tree Harvests. Bookmark the permalink. 


nsforestnotes.ca/2016/07/27/all-is-well-apparently-with-biomass-forest-harvesting-in-ns/ 


1/2 




12/25/2019 


All is well, apparently, with Forest Biomass & Forest Harvesting in NS I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Proudly powered by WordPress. 


nsforestnotes.ca/2016/07/27/all-is-well-apparently-with-biomass-forest-harvesting-in-ns/ 


2/2 



12/25/2019 


Lumber co. forced to bum logs for NS Power I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Can we manage our forests to benefit all 
Nova Scotians and all species? 


Lumber co. forced to burn logs for NS Power 

Posted on July 23, 2016 by admin 

A Nova Scotia lumber founded in 1866 is in trouble with the cause related to the province’s ill-thought-out 
biomass-for-electricity programs. “Former Hefler Forest Products employee Stephen Peter Thurston blames the 
biomass plant for the company’s financial woes....They were able to get government money to build this biomass 
plant and it just isn’t working... Hefler Forest Products was chipping up logs to burn in the power plant.” View CH 
article, also the Healthy Forests Coalition’s Biomass Briefing Note which advocates that Burning Forest Biomass 
Must be Removed from the List of Renewable Sources of Electricity. 
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First step on a crooked path 

Posted on July 20, 2016 by admin 

On April 8, 2016, the NS Government announced that the Nova Scotia Power biomass plant will no longer run 
24/7, which the Ecology Action Centre and others called ‘a great first step’ to eliminating biomass”. I shared that 
optimism. However, it wasn’t long before alternative uses of the “low grade” wood were being promoted such as 
marine biofuels (see posts below: Bio-based fuels and What is this hub?). 

The word from the woods in recent days is that while the burning of biomass 
has slowed, the cutting of it has not... the contracts for fibre are in place and it 
just being directed elsewhere. In fact, the dropping of the 24/7 requirement 
was what NSP wanted for purely business reasons - it was not a move towards 
eliminating biomass by the NS Government. 

In the meantime, I am told, there is a glut of wood on the market, prices are 
down and some wood yards have closed. The innovation folks expect that to be 
temporary as we “divert., low grade wood to higher value products at a time 
when there is less demand for burning biomass to produce electricity.” 

The producers of those higher value products can be expected to pay even less 
for “low grade wood” than when it was burned for electricity. Don’t expect them to pay more for high grade wood, 
and don’t expect them to stay in Nova Scotia after a few decades (or less) when forest productivity has dropped 
even more and we are no longer “competitive”. 



“Biomass is Biomass. If we can’t burn it, we’ll 
just find another way to use it. After all, we 
pay next to nothing for it.” 
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Adapting to climate change in Nova Scotia: Go boreal 

Posted on July 20, 2016 by admin 

For the Record: “VEGETATION MANAGEMENT NOTIFICATION” [July 20, 2016] Wagner Forest NS Ltd has 
applied for a forest vegetation management permit from Environment Nova Scotia. A total of approximately 500 
hectares has been submitted in the Counties of Cumberland, Pictou & Hants. Signs have been posted on access 
roads leading to treatment areas. Vegetation management is used to promote the growth and survival of planted 
and natural conifer seedlings by reducing the competition within the treatment area on our managed woodlots...” 
So we continue to promote a softwood, dominated, even-aged boreal type forest when we should be preparing for 
climate change by building on our natural strength, the mixed Acadian forest. Not to mention the ills of 
glyphosate of course. 

Another notice appeared on July 29: “Northern Pulp Nova Scotia Corporation has applied for a forest vegetation 
management permit from the NS Department of Environment. Areas have been submitted in the counties of 
Colchester, Halifax, Pictou, Cumberland, Hants and Guysborough...The program is scheduled to be conducted 
between August 25th & October 10th, 2016.” 
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Earlier in July, I spent a day slugging through hawthorns on one of Nova Scotia’s remnant intervale (floodplain) 
forests looking for flowers of the now rare wild leek. The intervale forests are remnant because the first European 
settlers liked to settle or graze their cattle on intervale land. We also dyked the intervales, dammed rivers and 
continue to build on floodplains, although there is a move away from that because of floods. 

Besides the habitats themselves being remnant and rare, so is a group of 
Appalachian herbs that in Nova Scotia is pretty well restricted to a few 
remnant hardwood intervales. These include several “imperilled” (Si or 
S2 ranking) species such as blue cohosh, wild leek and Canada lily 

I found the flowering leek which was no surprise as I had viewed it in 
vegetative abundance on my first visit to this site, in late May. My 
partner in this exercise wanted to see wild coffee (also known as horse 
gentian). It also occurs on drier land, but is still not very abundant in 
Nova Scotia. We found it in abundance in the intervale as well as by an 
upland trail nearby. 

Sadly, when we visited the site in May we saw that some large sugar 
maples, which once stabilized the intervale and provided a protective 
canopy for the intervale herbs, had been cut down over the last few years. Dandelions had already moved into an 
opening created by the cutting of a 4.5 ft (1.4 m) diameter sugar maple, likely within the last year. When we visited 
the site in July, the intervale herbs were clearly stressed by their direct exposure to the sun. 

In May there remained one large red maple on the site. On this occasion in July I looked for it above the bushes 
and couldn’t see it. I walked through the dense thorny bush past the large sugar maple stump into a large clearing 
that wasn’t there in May. Large hawthorn bushes lay prostrate on the ground with 1-2 foot, freshly sections of the 
red maple amongst them. Some clippers and a small cart were nearby. I counted the rings on the 1.5 ft (46 cm) 
diameter stump: it had been 82 years old. Walking closer to the river, I found another freshly cut, smaller red 
maple, age 20 years. 

Except for the dozen or so trees that had been cut down perhaps over the last 5+ years, this intervale site was not 
marked or worked in any way and an adjacent hay field was growing up in hawthorn. It’s quite likely the trees 
were cut by someone other than the owner who I was told had died within the last couple of years. I suspect the 
cutter knew nothing about the rare plants that depended on those trees, and that the tree was not cut for 
recreation or out of spite, but out of need. 



Wild leek about to bloom (left) and wild coffee, post 
bloom. Leaves of the early emerging wild leek die back 
by mid-summer when a flowering shoot is sent up. Wild 
leek is traditional food of the Mi’kmaq; wild coffee may 
have been used medicinally. 

Click on images for larger versions. 
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This stump, roughly 4.5 feet in diameter, 
was likely cut within past year. Wild leek 
is nearby; dandelion has already moved 
in. 


I certainly can’t blame that individual 
for cutting down the tree. We are 
collectively responsible for not valuing 
nature sufficiently that we take the time 
to know the species and individuals 
around us and to care for them. 

It wasn’t always that way. The Mi’kmaq 
valued these lands and species in their 
natural state. Many of the intervale 
herbs and bushes were used for food 
and medicine; some may have been propagated in the intervales and some may 
have been brought to Nova Scotia though trade with more southerly groups. 



The last large hardwood, a red maple, was recently cut. 


The European settlers did a job on the natural 
landscape, but by the late 1800s, there was a new 
appreciation of native flora and fauna with 
nature observations being an important 
component of school curricula. A paper in the 
1903 volume of Scotia Institute of Science 
Proceedings entitled Early Intervale Flora of 
Eastern Nova Scotia, begins with “Information 
regarding the distribution of several of our most 
interesting specimens of flowering plants has 
been so greatly extended of late, especially the 
increased attention given to this subject in the 
public schools, that some generalizations are 
becoming possible...”. My grandfather’s 
scrapbook from that era is replete with nature articles cut from newspapers. 



Dwarf ginseng on intervale in late May 


But this is 2016. Schools in both rural and urban areas teach more and more about the inner workings of the cells, 
and genes, and less and less about the life right around us. So it’s hardly surprising that about 50% of homes in my 
middleclass Halifax neighbourhood put herbicides on lawns to control “weeds” such as white clover and 
dandelions when we need them more than ever as food for pollinators, or that a tree is cut on an intervale in a 
rural setting or that our freely elected government promotes the most bio-destructive practices of all, clearcutting 
of our Acadian forest, even on forested wetlands. 


Where does that leave this one little intervale and its assemblage of 
common and rare herbs? It’s a bit of race against time... will shading 
shrubs such hawthorn and alder grow up quickly enough to favour the 
native herbs over the invading weedy species? Will DNR give any 
attention to the site? Can it be purchased and protected otherwise? 
Perhaps, and I understand some efforts are being made in that regard. I 
hope they work. 



Blue cohosh with developing fruit in July 
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In the meantime, I like to think that some future generation would be 

abhorred by the thought of applying herbicides to lawns (or any turf), or cutting trees on our precious forested 
intervales. 
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Sometimes it’s easy to get very down about the state of our landscape in 
2016. Old timers, among whom I count myself at this point, have to 
hope that coming generations will not have lost the connections to 
nature that we grew up with when there was more of the natural world 
about us. 

E.O. Wilson, the “father of biodiversity”, defines “biophilia” as the 
innately emotional affiliation of human beings to other living organisms. 
We see it in children’s fascination with such things as dandelions and 

YNC Nature Cards by Kids 

earthworms, and in their crayon sketches. 

Some wonderful expressions of biophilia reflecting the species and 
landscapes of Nova Scotia can be seen artwork by children who participated in a nature art contest held by The 
Young Naturalists Club of Nova Scotia (YNC) in 2015. 

The YNC received 206 entries in the Junior Art category (ages 8-12) and 133 entries in the Senior Art category 
(ages 13-15) with entries from all around the province. 

The results are truly inspiring, and provide evidence that in spite of all of the complexities of modern life, kids still 
possess a natural love of nature. Cards with their wonderful artwork are now available from the YNC. See Youth 
Nature Art Cards. 
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Opinions- on resetting NS forest policy & protecting woodlands 

Posted on July 9, 2016 by admin 

The Opinion section of the C-H today (Sat July 9, 2016) carried two articles relating to the state of our forests. 


Dale Smith, a land use planneer and past Director of Protected Areas, argues for a Reset on Forest Policy. He 
saw a sliver of light when the Premier, told that some of our best forest is being burned for biomass electricity, 
responded “My common sense tells me that; the reports I’m getting (don’t) tell me that.” Read more 


Mike Parker who has written several books with a historical bent about 
Nova Scotia towns and our forests and wilderness, most recently 
Nebooktuk: In the Woods (Pottersfield Press), comments on our many 
Protected Areas, and asks: What about the rest of Nova Scotia, where the 
call of the loon is being muted by the industrial roar of “men who dig up 
and tear down and destroy?” Read CH article | Read Review in Digby 
County Courier (July 17, 2016) 
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What is this hub? Who, exactly, is receiving the money? And why is Emera investing so 
heavily? 

Posted on July 9, 2016 by admin 

In the C-H Buisness section today (July 9, 2016) Rachel Brighton raises lots of questions about the just announced 
forestry innovation hub, noting that “Emera, which indirectly owns the province’s two major biomass plants, 
seems attracted to the commercial prospects for diverting low grade wood to higher value products at a time when 
there is less demand for burning biomass to produce electricity.” She also profiles some of the other investors and 
comments that “now that the big biomass plants are producing less power from wood [re change in requirement 
to operate Point Tupper 24/7], government is obviously keen to generate new markets for low grade wood.” Read 
Rachel Brighton 
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Big announcement today, with taxpayer dollars going to study “innovative uses of [Nova Scotia] forest products 
and new market opportunities...Being studied are things including new market opportunities and alternatives for 
petroleum products with bio-based fuels in marine diesel and heating oil applications. Another initiative is 
looking at how forestry contractors can integrate technology, innovation and best practice to help improve their 
performance.” It would be nice if words such as “while maintaining forest life and the productive base of forestry” 
could be added to such statements but perhaps they can’t. View Innovacorp/Natural Resources Press Release 


A report in localexpress.ca provides a few more details gleaned from the 
public announcement event: “Nova Scotia Power’s parent company and 
government are providing $1.67 million in funding for a new centre that 
will develop uses for the forestry industry’s leftover wood...The hub’s 
initial focus will be developing biofuel for the local heating oil and marine 
fuel markets. But the plan is to create other potential green products made of wood fibre. Work is already 
underway elsewhere in Canada and around the world to commercialize such value-added technologies as new 
building materials, plastics and chemicals that stem from waste wood, officials said. Nova Scotia startups include 
Cellufuel, which has a biofuel demonstration project in Brooklyn, Queens County.” View localexpress article. 

Ouch. These are not products that require a healthy forest to produce and we’ve heard the “waste wood” story 
before. 
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Could pollen in water at Dollar Lake be mistaken for a 
strange alien lifeform? 


pollen inputs? 


There were wonderful yellow-green creations by the shore on Dollar 
Lake where I spent Canada Day as illustrated in a few photos. I 
wondered whether pollen is a significant input to aquatic systems, ‘made 
a post on Twitter about it, and got this reference back from Linda 
Campbell, an aquatic specialist at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax: 
Coupling of boreal forests and lakes: Effects of conifer pollen 
on littoral communities by Mark D. Graham et al. in Limnology and 
Oceanography Issue 3 May 2006 Pages 1524-1529. Abstract 
| Full article (PDF) It seems there have not been a lot of studies on this 
topic. These authors concluded that inputs from pollen contribute 
significantly to nutrients and promote production in small boreal lakes. 
‘Makes me wonder: what is the impact of clearcut forestry on such 



Pollen in water of Dollar Lake, July 1, View from below, Dollar lake, July 1,2016 

2016 



Dollar Lake has a lot of old growth forest bordering its shores in sharp contrast to the vast clearcut forests or 
remnants of them all along the Old Guysborough Road from the turnoff near the airport to Dollar Lake. A couple 
of Google earth Images below illustrate the contrast. 
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Across the road lies Buckley Lake, surrounded by clearcuts, all neatly done and according to regulation I’m sure, 
perhaps even a cut above. The minimum vegetated buffer around the lake is 28 m while regulations call for a 
minimum of only 20 m. But there is something very disquieting about the image. I think about the massive runoff 
on the slopes down to the lake that must occurs during heavy rains for example, the loss of habitat for wildlife, and 
accelerated loss of carbon and nutrients from soils. 
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Site Map & List of exhibits for Open Forest Day 


runs beside the Shubie Canal. 


The poster invited you to...” Walk the woodland trails and open your 
eyes to Nova Scotia’s natural resources, all the while enjoying family 
fun! Learn how our natural resources are cared for and how you could 
benefit from having your own woodlot. Along the trail, you’ll find 
interactive displays about wildlife, biodiversity and the role our natural 
resources play in our economy, the environment, and our health.” It 
would include Information Booths, Passport to Nature, 

Canoeing,Drumming, Hiking, Face Painting. The event was held at 
Shubie Park in Dartmouth, which is a treat on its own. I arrived at 
opening time and spent two hours visiting all 33 exhibits, in the process 
walking about 4 km as the exhibits were distributed along the trail that 


The exhibits represented all facets of forestry in Nova Scotia - and 
perspectives. There was something for everybody. I even learned how to 
pan for gold! At one exhibit Will Martin talked about the innovative 
WoodsCamp technology. Will & Co. have been described as operating 
“an ethical business because it is a rural company that aims to help 
families retain their woodlots and manage and harvest them 
responsibly.” (See C-H article.) Down the trail was an exhibit by Port 
Hawkesbury Paper. Pointing to maps of their extensive crown land 
leases, they told me that Port Hawkesbury Paper gets a bad rap about 
their forestry practices but that they actually take only one cubic meter 
per hectare from those lands. “You mean the equivalent of about one 
tree like that?”, I asked pointing to a yellow birch about 12" dbh. “Yes”. 

‘Not sure what to make of it. There were lots of conservation oriented exhibits. MTRI was giving out swamp 
milkweed seedlings that [once grown up] would attract Monarch Butterflies, and you could have come away with a 
small forest with all of the tree seedlings being given away. The Mi’kmaw were well, even if minimally represented 
given their 4000 year history on the Shubenacadie waterway: Alfred Carter showed how he makes traditional 
drums & Roger Lewis talked about Mi’kmaw history. Shubie Park was in its full glory. A couple of hours well 
spent. Thanks for this one, Natural Resources and exhibitors. 



Will Martin talks about the innovative WoodsCamp 
technology at Open Forest Day 
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“The National Forestry Database is Canada’s Compendium of Forestry 
Statistics, serving as our national source of credible, accurate, and 
reliable forestry statistics.” - from their home page: 
http: //nfdp.ccfm.org/index_e.php 


On the menu along the left side of the page you need to click Silviculture 
>> Jurisdictional Tables >> and then “NS” in the row labeled “6.1.0.0 
Area harvested by ownership and harvesting methods” (Here is a direct 
link- 


Clearcut on Crown Land in 2014 


http://nfdp.ccfm.org/data/detailed/html/detailed_6ioo_p_NS.html) 


Stats are current to 2014 for now. Since this website breaks down the 
various types of clearcutting (including “shelterwood” - a two-stage clearcut, and “seed tree” - a clearcut with a 
few standing trees left), you need to scroll down a bit for the totals. For 2014, it reports that clearcutting was used 
on 8,035 of 9,364 ha cut on Crown, and 20,315 of 22,823 ha cut on private, or 28,350 of 32,187 ha total (88%). 
The footnotes at the bottom provide some background on where the data comes from. 

Thanks to HG for this info. 


Share this: 


V 13 G 


Related 


2015 stats for Nova Scotia on National 
Forestry Database illustrate continuing 
pressure on Crown lands 
April 14, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


Has clearcutting on Crown land in Nova 
Scotia increased or decreased? 

January 22, 2017 
In "clearcuts" 


Canada's National Forestry Database: new 
way of assessing area harvested in Nova 
Scotia introduced for 2017 l6Sep20l9 
September 16, 2019 
In "clearcuts" 


This entry was posted in Tree Harvests. Bookmark the permalink. 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Proudly powered by WordPress. 


nsforestnotes.ca/2016/06/25/national-forestry-database-88-of-ns-forest-cuts-in-2014-were-clearcuts/ 


1/1 






12/25/2019 


Globally endangered Boreal Felt Lichen set to decline 50% in 25 years despite conservation efforts I Nova Scotia Forest Notes 


Nova Scotia Forest Notes 

Can we manage our forests to benefit all 
Nova Scotians and all species? 


Globally endangered Boreal Felt Lichen set to decline 50% in 25 years despite conservation 
efforts 

Posted on June 22, 2016 by admin 

“Researchers call for increased protection as the federally protected Boreal felt 
lichen population decline in Atlantic Canada shows links to human impacts on the 
environment.” View Canadian Science Publishing Press Release and CBC 
interviews with Rob Cameron. This news followed by only a few weeks, the Nova 
Scotia Auditor General’s Report in which he highlighted weaknesses in the NS 
Dept of Natural Resources monitoring of SAR (species-at-risk) and in their 
management practices for protecting SARs. As a legally protected species in Nova 
Scotia, Boreal felt Lichen is supposed to be off limits to cutting and indeed 
NSDNR has ensured that small protected areas are set up in clearcuts to protect this species on crown lands. 
However, I have been told that “invasive Arion slugs then move in on these tiny buffers since they are the only 
standing forest left in a large clearcut area”. Oh dear. Small protected areas in clearcuts won’t do the trick. 
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